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Compete and A utiientic Detail 

OF T9t SBVlRAi 

S E B A T E S 

IN THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

ON THE 

EAST-INDIA BILL, 

On Thursday the 27th of November, on Monday 
the ift of December, and on Monday, the 8th of 
December. 


TOGETHER WITH 

Authentic Copies of the two Ead-India Bills ; the Argu- 
ments of Counfel egaind one of them ; the feveral Papers, 
containing a true Statement of the Company’s Affairs $ 
Lids of the Dividons, of the Abientees, and of thofe who. 
retired befor^the Divifions commenced. 


^ O N D O N: 

^ted for J. ‘6 T oc K D A t £, oppofite Burliogton*Hoofir^ 
Pkcidilly. 178-^ , 
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chat the Court of Dircflors papers would that day 
oblige him to give, and to give minutely would 
aflume a woiTe, and much .more difmal com- 
plexion. Having faid this, Mr. Fox moved for 



copies of fome T reafury minutes, made when 
Court of Direftors applied to the Board of 


TreaGiry for affillance. 


Lotd Mahon arraigned the indecency of thcHb^d Ms. 
Secretary of State’s conduft in moving for papers 


relative to the bill about to be taken under con- 


fideration, on the very day appointed for that 
purpofe. llis Lordfliip faid, if the papers were 
iieccffary to be feen by the Iloufe, they ought to 
have been moved for fooner. If the Secretary of 
State thought them material, it was his duty to have 
made tlie motion in fufficient time, to have allow- 
ed the Iloufe an oppoitunity of pcrufing them 
with due deliberation, or he ought to have brought 
them down, and laid them upon the table with- 
out any motion. His LordQiip faid farther, that 
(he Right Honourable .Secretary had that day Ihift- 
ed his ground, with refpebt to his affeition of the 
Hate of the Company’s a (fairs I.i(l Tuefday fe’en- 
ni^ht, the Houle ougiit to rccolJcdt, iiat he had 
pledged hirnfelf to prove enors in the Court of 
Diredors Hate of the fituation of the Company's 
affairs, either on the debtor, or on the creditor 
fide, ^or upon the whole, to the amount of twelve 
^ ypilfions. 
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millions. This he had pledged hirnfelf fpecifically 
lo prove, and this he was bound to make out. 

with regard to the pa- 
pers, he had juft moved for, if he was afkcd 
whether he thought they were abfolutely necclTi^ 
or not, as a private individual, he fliould 
no fcruple to fay, he thought they were not 5 but 
extremely contrary to his expeftations, inftead 
of the bill’s being fairly met, it was intended to 
be debated on the queftion, whether the ftate of 
the Company’s affairs were in a thriving condi- 
tion, or otherwife, he thought it right to have 
every paper on the table, that could throw a light 
upon the bufinefs. The minutes he had moved 
for, were ready ; they weie neither complex, nor 
ambiguous, but diftinft, clear, and obvious; a 
moment’s perufal would as fully convey their 
purport as the labour of feven years ftudy would 
acquire it. If the Houfe chofe to have them, 
well ; if not, he for one, was perfcdly indilFcrent 
as to (he matter. With regard to the noble I oi d’s 
remark, that he ftoed pled<;ed lo prove errors in tiiq 
Court of Dirc6lors ftate of the affairs of the Com- 
pany, to the amount of twelve millions, llicic 
fecined to be a peculiar propcnfity in the olhcr^ 
(ide ol the Houfe to mifieprefcnt what he fa id. 
He had neither formerly alffrtcd, that the Com- 
pany were bankrupts for viglit millions, nor had 
he now pledged hiinjelJ to prove aiors^ to the 


amounc 
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imotint of twelve millions. He had pledged 
limfelf to make obje6tions to different articles in- 
erted, and omitted, in the Couit of Diredors 
late of the Company’s afEiirs to the amount of 
millions j thefc objections, be had fa id, he 
vcKCiid accompany with the reafons upon which 
le refted them. That he meant to do, and Jie 
[hould certainly fulfil his purpofe, but had not 
pndertaken any proof of error whatever. 

[ Mr. Whitbread laid, that the Right Honourable Mr. wh:^ 
jSecretary of State’s words had conveyed to his 
tar, and to the cars of many otlicrs, who heard 
lim opeo the Bill to the Houfe hit 'ruefday 
c’nnight, fomething very like an alfcrtion, that 
he Company owed eigiit millions over and 
tbove all they were woith, aiitl that tlicy weic 


bankrupts for that furn. 


f The motion was put and cariiccl, and Mr. 
Sheridan indantly brought up t!ie papcis. 

; Tile order of the day for the fccoiul reading o[\>dPf .a* 
^le Bill being at lengrh moved, the petition fioin 
he Proprietors of Eall-lndia Stock, anrl the P<*- 
If ion from the Court of DircClors of ihc Kafl- 


iidia Company, were read, ainl as tliey leTpcc- 
ively contained a pVaye‘r to be heard by counfel 
gaiiill the Bill, upon niotjon for that purpofe, 
.ounfel weie called in, wi:eii b. re appeared at 
le bar, Mr. Rous and Mr. iy. iiis on beh.df of 
le Petition of the Piop.xio: aiii M'. : ' irding 

and 



and Mr. Plummer on behalf of the Court o 
Dircdors. 

^ Mr. Rous, after adverting to the importance o 
the caufe in which he appeared, to the Company 
to every chartered corporation, and to all the/jl 
je6ls of Great Britain, faid, that the fituation ,ir 
which he ftoocl at the bar was new and’ fingular 
/gainft his clients nothing was charged Whai 
to prove, or what to refute, he was at a lofs. H( 
put the queflion to the Speaker, what was the 
guilt that was imputed to the Eall-India Coinpa- 
ny ? and paufed, in feeming expeSatior. of an 
anfwer. j 

I he Speaker faid, Mr. Rous, j^ou muft guid 
your pleading by what appears on the face of th 
bill. I am not charged by this Iloufe with any ir 
formation to you of any kind. 

Mr. Rou'i therefore proceeded to reafon againfl 
the bill, from a general view of it, and on genera! 
principles. He infiftcd on the injullice, the dil- 
honour, the impolicy of violating public faith, 
and invading private property. The managemeru 
of the Company’s affaiis was to be torn from 
fiicmlelves, and placed in the hand^ of a daT^ 
eshaly under influence, that migh't be very unfavour- 
able to their intevefts. I'his was defpotifm; 
and depotifm was by no means favourable to 
commcicc, which required liberty, jullice, anil 
lecurity of property for its very bafis. It w.s 

faid 
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lid the Company was in a ftate of bankruptcy 
nd ruin, and Parliament interfered to protra6l 
ie evil day that was to confummate the ruin of 
the Company and the nation. He admitted, 
hat a cafe might exift in which the legiflaturc 
lught to. interpofe for the prefervation of the 
tate, and facrifice a part to the good of the 
^hole ; but was the prefent fuch a cafe ? If tlie 
Jompany were bankrupts, if they wTie in dan- 
er, and their probable ruin likely to ruin the 
ation, he xvould be filent, and deplore the hard 
eceffity that demanded their downfal. He joined 
le 1 loufe upon that fad:, and undertook to prove 
f' undoubted evidence, that the alfairs of the 
bmpany were in no other fituation than that 
hich the common courfe of events, and the na- 
iral order of things would render llouriQiing. 
he war had occalioncd gicat expcnces to the 
ompany, but peace had been ellabliOied with 
1C Mahrattas, and fuch laving would be made, 

} would pay off all the arrears. C ui fuccclKs 
1 the Eall had redeemed our lolfcs in the Well, 
id furnilhed the price of peace 1 Ic delcribed 
le fituation of our affairs in India, and coriclud- 
cl, that there was no •apprchcnfion of danger of 
r.y kind, but the greatell profpid of peace and 
lofpcrity. fie placed the danger arihng from 
ich a pieccdent as would be ehabliOied by the 
ill, if it Ihould oafs, in a very v ’<'3r and llriking 

light; 
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light; and affirmed, that if fuch infra6^ions oa 
public faith fhould become familiar, Parliamenti 
might be continued by way of form ; but faffiorj 
cabal, influence would fet the laws at 
and trample upon all property and jullice. Fo| 
what, he afked, is better fecured to any man! 
than the property of the Company is fecured tJ 
them by different Ads of Parliament, which h(s 
pointed out. He concluded, as he had begun!; 
with (hewing the general importance of the bil| 
that was now agitated ; and that the Eafl-Indi^ 
Company, fliould that bill pafs into a law, woulJ 
only be the firft vidim to faction, and a fpirit o| 
tyranny. Mr. Rous produced the Court of Di j 
redors ftate of their affairs, which he eftablifli€c:i 
as evidence, by calling and examining Mr. Samue ■ 
Nicholl, the Accountant, and Mr. John Annh 
the Auditor of the Company, as to the authenti*.^ 
city and corrednefs of the accounts fo dated. 

'j 

The following is a copy of the State of thd 
Company’s affairs, as produced by* Mr, 
and laid on the tabic ; 


Statef 
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kate of the Affairs of the Eaji India 
Company in England^ on the 19th 
November^ 178J, and according 
to the latcft Advices from their 
Settlements abroad. 


The Capital Stock of the Company confifts 
of jT. 2,800,000 paid by the Proprietors 
into the Company’s Trealury, being after 
the Rate of 87 and an Half per Cent, 
upon the Sum of 3,200,000 fubferibed, 
which is the Amount of nominal Capi- 
tal. The Proprietors are liable to a Call, 
at the Diferetion of the General Court, 
for the remaining 12 and an Half per 
Cent, upon the Sum fubferibed, amount- 
ing to 400,000, 

he DEBTS and CREDITS of the Company 
are a^ follow : 


C 


Dflt% 
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BtUs due by the Company, 


*to the ffoprlotors of the Stock, called Eaft-India An- 
nuities, for the Capital thereof, being fo much bor- 
rowed by the Company to enable them to make the 
Loan to Government of 4,200,000, mentioned on 
the other fide of this account. Thefe Annuities at 
prefent, fell at about 55 percent, at which late they 
are worth only 1,645,842, but the fum received lor 
them, and which bears intercil at 3 per cent, per 

annum, is ■ — 

To the Company’s bonds circulated in England by au-r 
thority of Parliament, grounded originally on the 
afbrci lid Loan to Government. The fum permitted 
to be fo circulated, ha? from time to time been varied 
by Parliament ; At preftnt, the amount Rands limited 
to two millions- The principal of each bond may 
be demanded on fix months notice, and by the cuf- 
tom of the Company,' the bonds on which fix months 
iniercR are due, are received as ca(h in payment, for 
goods bought at the Company’s Tales. The fum at 
pnTcnt in cii*culation, is — — 1^716,125 

Befides bonds paid in for goods bought, 
which arc dated as part of the caflt on 
the ether fide of this account 280,575 


old bonds called in, but whi h have not been pre- 
lented for payment, and on which inteieithas ceafed 
To Government, for culloms pollpoiicd by authority of 

Parliament — - 

To ditto, for cufloms due and to ^row due upon all the 
goods in hand unfold ; in diminution of which, the 
fum ef 186,584 9/. 3</. of debentures reckoned as 
c.i(h on the othe r hue of this account, vs ill upon a 

fi’ttlcment he charged — — - 

T'o ditto, lor the l.iil p.iyment of the fum of 400,000, 
aorced to be p.iiu lor the leiiewal of the Char ter 
To ditto, for IiNchequer Bills lent to the Cor.#pany by 
authority of Parliament, which will become payable 
in April, 1786, and intereit thereon — 

To accepted BilL ol luchange and Certificates, falling 
due as follows, viz. 

Padd ue, but not pref nred lor payment J[^. 36,280 
Due before the id of March, 1784 — ^>5,892 

Diie between the ill ^.larch, 1784, and ill 

March, J703 552,700 


iC- . 
2,992,440 


1,996,700 

11,592 

924,862 


716,392 

jfOOjOOO 

302,587 


Carried over 


7W»373 
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Property of the Covipauy. 


*rh« ^ebt from Government, for money lent by thd 
Company, at 3 per cent, per annum intereft — — 

Due to the Company from Government for the follow- 
ing Articles, the allowance of which is difputed : 

For fubfirtence of pnfoners, &c. in the 

former war — - — — • 260,687 

Expenccs on the expedition to Manilha *39»S77 

Holpital expences — — 2*»447 

Calh, confining of the following Articles, viz. 

Jn money - ^.142,794 

In the Company’s Bonds paid in at the 
the Tales, as mentioned on the other 
fide, which the Comp.iny will again 

iffue 280,575 

In debentures and cullom notes, which 
will rm fetilement difeharge To much of 
the fum charged on the other fide as 
payable for culloms 186,585 


186,585 


£■ 

4 , 200 , 00 * 


Due for goods fold, but not delivered or paid for 

Value ol goods in Warehoufe unfold, of which all the 
freights and duties arc paid or charged on the other 
fide of this account, eftimated to produce, clear of 

difeount ' ' ' ..i..... — - — — . 

Merchandize exported to India, but not included in the 
accounts of property there, not being arrived when 

the fame were made up — — . 

Silver remaining in the Treafury for exportation — 
Advanced on account of freight to the owners of fliips 
novv abroad, which will be deduced from the freight 

payable to them when they arrive - 

Value of fliips and vefleis employed in England — 
Value of the Company’s houfes and buildings in Lon- 
don, eflimated by Surveyors, at the fum they fell for, 
T.ie prime coll of four cargoes on their pafiage from 

Bengal, 

Ditto, of cargoef difpatched from Bengal to other Pre- 
lidenciGs, which are not reckoned as part of the flock 
at thofe Prefidentjies, not being arrived when the ac- 
€011 uts thereof were made ups — * 


609.95! 

553 . 


2,500,000 


1,219,091 

1,090 


l/.JOO 

253,616 

703,824 


364*5^5 


Carried over 1 1,01 1,993 



Debts due fy the Compary. 


Brought over 

Uue between ift March, 1785, and ill 


March, 1786 — - — 205,598 

Due after March, 1786 — • — 94,624 

Two bonds payable on attelled copies <— 15,704 


accceptedy falling due as follows : 

. Before the lit March, 1784 — 32,64^ 

Between lit March, 1784, and ill March, 

,785 641,322 

Between ill March, 1785, and ill March, 

1786 775*869 

After the ill March, 1785 — 48,465 


N. B. Of this fum no more than aboutjf.c 88,000 
can be accepted without permiffion from the 
Lords of his Maj city’s Trealury 
To fufldry perlbns for freight and other demands, in 
the oidinary courfe of the Company’s affairs — 
To Aindry perfons for dividends and intercll due but 
not yet demanded — ■ ...» 

To half a year’s dividend on the capital Hock voted by 
the General Court, and papble next Chrillmas 
To the amount of the interelt on the military and con- 
tingent funds ellablilhed by Lord Clive. At prefent 
the Company is only liable to pay to the objefls 
thereof, the intercll of this fund 4 but if ever the 
Company fliall no longer have a fleet or army in In- 
di.'i, the principal will then become payable to the 
heirti of Lord Clive -- 


7 » 044 » 573 ^ 


990,79! 


1,498, 30» 


4 5 8.48 f 
149,901 
128,000 


72.633 


Carried over 10,34.2.6^2 
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Property of the Cmpof^ 

Brought over jC* 

The accounts of the debts, credits, and effeds of the 
Company at the fcveral Preiidencies in India, are 
unavoidably mixed with the proviilon made for the 
homeward bound cargoes of all (hips not laden at the 
time of making up fuch accounts ; and together with 
the cargoes arriving from Europe, the balances of 
thofe accounts conilitute the fund for providing thofe 
homeward-bound cargoes, Thcfe accounts have al- 
ways been kept feparate from thofe of fortifications 
and other dead fiock, and have been dated under the 
head of bulanct of the ^ick Stock. According, to the 
latelt advices, the balances of thefe accounts of Quick 
Stock are as follow : 

Quick Stock at Bengal, on the 28th of February, 1783, 
valuing the rupee at 2s. 3d. fterling : 

In treafure and bills rccciveable — £, 777 » 3 ^* 

Goods for Europe after the difpatch of 
the four cargoes herein, before-men- 
tioned — — 922,805 

Goods imported, remaining unfold — 78119+ 

Salt paid for, and remaining unfold — 119,891 
Stores, civil, marine, and military, 

unexpended — . 680,509 

Advanced to the Board of Trade and 
others, for future provifion, ofgoods 
for Europe, and debts due in the 

ordin.ary courfc of bufinefs 837,465 

D'ht due by the Nabob Afoph ul 
Dowla — — 789,828 


D E D U C 
Debts due by the Company in Bengal, 
on bond and other wife 


4,206,053 

T 

2,367,116 


Balance in favour of the Company 1,838,937 

N. B. The arrears due to the army in Bengal 
at this period, do not appear ; but by a fub- 
Ijqueni minute it appears, that the whole 
of their pay, and arrears of every kind, to 
the month of March, 1783, would amount 
tu ajiout f. 502,174- 


Cartied over £*ix,o!j,993 
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Proper^ of the Cmfmy. 


Brought over ii.oii.oot 
There is aifo a fum 1^9,456, arifing from Lord 
Clive’s military fund, for which the Company at 
prefenc pays only the jntereft; but if ever they 
ihall no longer have an army or navy in India, the 
principal will become payable to the heirs of Lord 
Clive in India. 

A debt c.f 130,500 from the B^rar government to 
the Compan}, and a difputea chiim of the Com- 
pany, ol/*. 60, 186, for interell on arrears of fait 
duties, are left out of this account 
The Quick Stock at Madras, on thejift Auguft, 1782, 

(fince when there are no advices on this fubjedl) Hood 
as follows ; valuing the pagoda at 8s. fterling : 

Calh and bills receive^ble — /. 280,400 

Goods provided for Europe — 68,694. 

Goods imported, remaining, unfold 89,140 

Store!5, civil, marine, and military, 

unexpended ,6 

Debts due to the Company as follows : 

Erom the Nabob of Arcot — . q68 012 

From the Rajah of Tanjore — icS.’zco 

From the Renters of fundry diHria# 901,804 

Advanced for invedment and fundry 
Imall debts — ^ 

N. H. The war in the Carnatick 
vv;Ii del ly the payment of feme of 
ihele debts, and mult have ren- 
dered many others of them preca- 
rious, fo that their exad value 
carmot be afeertained ; but the 
above (urns are undoubtedly due 
to the Company. — 

D R D U 

pelts due to the Ctn'hpany at Madras, 
at the above period, by bond orothvr- 
'^ile, including all arrtars to the mili- 

821,164 

Brtiance in favour of the Company f , 2,078,078 

Can ic J over jQ, 1 1 ,0 1 1 ,993 
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DihU due fy the Cmpemy, 

Brought over to, 3 41,6^2 
Balance in favour of the Company, befidcs the articles 
hereunder fpecified, upon which no valuation is put 
in the preceding accounts, viz. - ■ ■ — * 3*968,48 1 

The dead ftoc-k in India, confifling of fortifications, 
warehoufes, and other buildings, &c. The ar- 
ticles falling under this defeription were valued 
by Lord Godolphin’s Award, in the year 1702, 
at ^.400,000, but they have now coll the Com- 
pany nearly feven millions llerling. 

The Company’s landed property in In- 
dia, cxclulivc of the territorial reve- 
nues, produces an annual income of 
about ■ ' — ^.881,000 

The territorial revenues upon the Coaft 
of Choromandel, and the Northern 
Circars, upon which the Publick has 
no claim, amount (fubjefi to the 
charges of management) to about, 
per annum, - 350,000 

The territorial revenues in Bengal, 

Bahar, and Orixa, amount (fubjedt 
to the charges of management) to 

about, per annum, 1,838,000 

The fubfidy paid by the Nabob of 
Oude, and the tribute from Benares, 
amount to a further clear income of 
about, per annum, . 962,000 

The revenue arifing from fait in Ben- 

gal, amounts to about, per annum, 450,000 
The revenue of culloms in India, a- 

moimts to about, per annum, — 236,367 

The fubfidy paid by the Rajah of Tan- 
jorc, amounts to about, per annum, 160,000 
The fubfidy paid by the Nabob of 

Arcot, amounts to about, per ann. <• 200,000 

Total of annual income 5*077,367 





Froperty of , 

' Brought over 

The Quick Stock at Bencoolcn, confifting of the dif- 
ference between cafti and effects, and the ilebts ow- 
ing there by the Companjr, amounted, in Jike man- 
ner, on the 19th March, 1783, to a balance in favour 
of the Company of — j£** 189,036 


The Quick Stock, at St. Helena, on the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1782, amounted in like manner to 


The Quick Stock in Chinn, by an account dated i8th 
December, 1782, as explained by a letter dated 17th 
Tcbruary, 1783, amounted after the difpatch of the 
Ihips of that fe.ifbn, which are arrived, and over and 
above all the debts of the Company in China 
to — — — jf-i32,S9^ 


The Quick Stock at Bombay, on the 15th September, 
1782, valuing the rupee at 2s. 6d. ftcrling, Hood as 
follows ; 

Calh and bills receivable — — 24,663 

Goods provided for Europe — 95 »* 4 ? 

Goods imported, remailiing unfold ‘f 2 » 9 )i 

Stores, civil, marine, and military, not 

expended — — 148,005 

Quick Stock at fubordinates, not fpccificd 20,075 
Debts to the Company £. 891,069 
Dedud the unfecured part 

of a debt from Ragobah 398,879 

492,190 

Value of c/ieds — — 823,027 

The amount of debt at Bombay of all denominations (be- 
fidcs the arrears due to the military, which are not fpe- 
cified) amounted at the above period to 1,790,1 iz 
Dedud the value of cfFeds as above 023,027 


Balance againll the Company 


.967, 085 

Recapitulation^f the balances of Quick Stock : 
In favour of the Company at Bong il JT. i ,838,937 
Madras 2,078,078 

China 132,596 

Bencoolen 189,036 

St. Helena 27,618 


. ^ 4,266,265 

4^gainit the Company at Bombay 967,085 


Samuil Nicoll, Accountant, 

John Aknxs, Auditor of Indian Accouutt. 

P 


the Company. 
,£,11,011,993 


3.299**80 

^,14.311, lyy 
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Mr J)aUa%, after an apology for appearing in Mr. DdUi, 
the charaaer of a pleader before fo auguft an af- 
fcmbly, by the importance and by the extreme 
clearncfs and evident juftice of his caufe, allowed, 
that if indeed there was a necelfity for the inter- 
pofition of Pailiament, in the Company *s affairs, 
it was their duty to interpofe ; but no fuch ne- 
cefiity exitied. No nereffity that did not exift 
three years ago, wlicn. the Company, in confidcr- 
alion of udvancir f, a itim to Government, received 
a renewal of tlxir chaitcr. He preifed on the 
Honourable Mem’ eis of the Houfe the iniquity 
of invading private property, and breaking the 
faith of Parhament. It was only when the very 
exillence of a fl.iLe was threatened, that fuch viola- 
tions could be juftified. But he endeavoured to 
jhew, that the great plea of bankruptcy, was with- 
out foundation, and expatiated on the refources 
of the Company. He faid, that if the bill fhould 
pais into a law, it would be a death warrant to all 
the charters, and immunities of corporations, and 
of individuals in Britain. 

iMr Hardinge appeared as counfel for the Di- Mr. Hard- 
rcflors of the Ealt India Company. The interefts'"*® 
of the Company, He faid, were invaded, and the 
honour of their fertants attacked. The moft 
violent outrage was threatened on all that can be 
held valuable by men. In fpeaking on a fubje^ 
of fuch osagnitude and importance, he intreated 
Da to 
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to be indulged, and he claimed, as his privilege, 
the utmoft liberty of fpecch. When that liberty 
fliould be denied, the liberties of England would 
be laid low in the dull. He adverted to a great 
deal of that reafoning on the bill pending in Par- 
liament, which had taken place in the Houfe on 
former occafions ; and that he might do fo con- 
fillently with form, and without feeming to rc1: 
upon exi) ajudicial evidence, he tieated the newf- 
papers, from which alone he pretended to derive 
his information, as libels, as violent, fcandalous, 
and levcre libels againfl; the proceedings of Par- 
liament. — What, he afked, have the Directors 
done that ought to forfeit the confidence of the 
nation? Have they been guilty of an error of 
judgment in any inflance ? Pity them, and look at 
heme. Is the dcfe6t, not in the fervants of the 
Company, but in the fyflcm of the Company’s 
government ? Rc6lify that lyficni. Supply its de- 
ie6ls. I lave they been guilty of any a6l of omif- 
fion, or comnnlfioii ? — Prove their guilt. — Accufe 
them. — Punifli them. Am I abfurd, laid Mr. 
flanhngc, in thefe propofitions ? Oh! but fays 
the I lonourablo Secretary whobrinjis forward the 
bill, this is not a bill of pains and penalties: It has 
no retrofpett : For Cod s fake, Gentlemen, don’t 
be alarmed; we do not mean to punifh you ; be 
<]uict, lead yo\i Ihould provoke an enquiry that 
may be followed with puuifliment. He recalled 

to 
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tnind the honourable teftimony that had been 
arne to the virtue of the Direftors by the Secrc- 
ary himfelf. and challenged the Houfe to impeach, 

■ they could, the integrity of their conduft ; in- 
demnity, where no crime was committed, was no 
Jiivour; and it was a cruel infult to turn men, 
v'ithout any caufe, out of their offices, and, at the 
ifanic time, to juilify fuch condu£l by alledging 
that no other punifhment followed that a61: of 
injuftice.— You have done your duty very well. 
'Nufi pajees in truce corvos. 

Mr. Hardinge fliewed, that it was not from the 
defeQ of the law, or the fault of the Dire6lors, 
that the ahu fes complained of in India had ori- 
ginated j and that diflance and corruption, un- 
der any fyllem, might often fet laws at defiance. 

he l^arliameiit had alfumed to iifelf the privi- 
lege of nominating the Company’s fervants ; thofe 


fervaiits had not done their duty ; and now it was 
propoled to vifit the iniquity of the fervants on 
the mailers •, would it not be better to enquire in- 
to the caufe of abufes, and to remove tliat caufe, 
than to*” go fo roundly to work ? Wherever any 
grievance takes place, is there no remedy but to 
appoint feven CoAmiffioners to controul the fub- 
je6t of that grievance ? Idie affairs of this nation 
are not in very good order; — we have loll Arne- 
lica, and other pofleffions ; yet we do not hear of 
any number of Commillioners for the govern- 
M . ment 
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inent of national affairs. There are donbts and 
furmifes, and a general gloom hanging over the 
puhJic fvniu Why not appoint feven C3omtnif- 
fioners to controul the Bank, and to manage every 
thing elfe relating to public credit ? Mr, Hardinge 
purfuing this vein, enumerated various other par** 
ticu)ar.s, in which the appointment by Parliament 
of feven ( ommiffioners, and eigbl clerks alluding 
to the eight x'KTiflant-l roprietors, would be as na« 
tural and proper as the appointment of Commif- 
fioners for the goveinmcnt of India. The bill in* 
agitation he coafidered as wearing a very tyraitni- 
cal and military af, eft. The claufe empowering 
the Commiffioners to enter into all the Company’* 
warchoufes to feizc their money papers, books, 
and property of every kind, put him in mind of 
an army entering into, and pillaging a reduced 
town. Having pointed out the addition which 
the bill would make to the influence of the crown^ 
and the example it would fet of difregard to the le*» 
gal claims of the people, he recalled to tbe^mind 
of the Houfe former profeflions of patriotifm, and 
touched on the duty and inflitution of Panictment 
to proteft the commons. He exclaimed, iti tht 
language of the Cicied Scriptuj^, Oh ! that at^ 
enemy had done this ! But my own friend, my par* 
licular friend ! Even he* did liVt up his weapon a* 
gainft me!*’ Mr. Hardinge appealed warmly to 
tlio candour of the Houfe, and forewarned them of 

the 
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die datiger of breaking laws, and of dimihrilimg the 
rerpefii due to Parliament, and the national honour,^ 
in this, kingdom, and throughout the world 

tua pmim cm parits ardet. He dwelt on 
the dangerous tendency of the precedent, that the 
bill, (hould it pafs into a law, would eflablilh ; and 
conjured the Houfe not to give a wound to its own 
honour, and to the liberty of the nation, by in- 
fringing the laws, feizing private property and 
violating public faith« 

yit, Plmtr obferved, that befides the territorial 
revenues, which amounted to five millions fler^ 
ling annually, which the Company had provided 
by conquell, they were in poflfeifion of tenements 
and land, both here and in India, but efpecially 
in India, of very great value, as well fccured to 
them as the poflefiiotis of any individual in Eng- 
land; they held them indeed by the fame te- 
nure, (he good faith of Parliament, The will of 
Parliament being fupreme, if that will lliould 
ceafe.to be governed by a regard to equity, 
jufitce, and its own decifions, what property, or 
what peHoa- Would be fafe? — It was now two 
hundred yearr^ince the firft inflitution of the 
Eoglilh 1^ India Cti^ipany ; their rights were 
confirmed by length of time, by long poflefiloxH 
by repefUed afis of Parliament. Their territorial 
Rvaiues (hould not.be confidered as belonging to 
Covemmenti any more than their commercial 

concernsi 
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concerns, for thefe revenues were neceflary to pro* 
tefl: commerce, which was the great objeft, and 
the paramount confideration in our conneftion 
with India. He faid, that the fpirit of the bill 
was inimical to commerce, which diQiked all dark 
cabals, and loved to explore its own affairs, and 
tochufe the terms on which it (hould run any rid:, 
and the perfons in whom it (hould confide. The 
proprietors of Eafl India Stock were much inte- 
refled in the good charafler of the perfons whom 
they ihould fend to India ; and. in general, in all 
matters that came under their cognizance. — It waa 
not fo with the Commiflioners. No particular in- 
tereft bound them to the profperity of the Com- 
pany. Interefts of various kinds might often lead 
them to aft in contradiftion to them ; their fitu* 
ations would naturally infpire them with difpofi- 
tions to intrigue, and to grafp at political power, 
It was Hated in the ninth report, that the aft which 
paffed in 1773, narrowing the Court of Pro 
prietors from voters of five hundred ppunds pro- 
perty, to thofe of a thoufand, had, by diminifh- 
ing the number to be influenced, greatly contn. 
buted to encreafe the power of the Crown to in- 
fluence them. From that day a wider door ol 
corruption and faftion in'^ie management of the 
Company's aBFairs was opened than ever ; but with 
how much greater force does this argument apply 
lothe fmall number of feven CommilSoncrs. Tbofi 

mei 
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. ifteii will naturally ftudy, in the firft' plaCe^ to 
provide at all hazards for their own relations and 
dependents, as thefe, in their turn, will be, above 
all things lludious to pleafe their tnaders at home. 

Thus, Mr. Plomer concluded, that the tide of 
corruption would flow with a more violent cur- 
rent from India to Britain, thaili>ever; and that 
‘whether the Houle had regard to its Own purity, 
to the rights of the Company, or the general pri- 
vileges of the nation, they would not fulfer the 
bill before them to pafs into a law. * 

Counfel being ordered to withdraw, 

Sir Jamti Lowthzr and Mr, /m, both rofe up 
t© fpeak at the fame time. The fpcaker beckoned 
to Mr. Fox, but Sir James, calling out with great 
eamcflnefs, “ I fpeak to order,*' Mr. Fox fat 
down, and the Honourable Bart, faid, I will not 
detain the Honourable Secretary from cnteiing on 
hisDEFSNCE; but, as much of the debate on the 
fubjefl before us will turn upon the fituation of 
the Company’s affairs, I move that the paper, con- 
tainigg ftatement of thofc affairs which lies on 
your^aQe^e now read. 

Mr. A^Tiytmlimporicd this fuggeflion, and con-Mr-Keuyoft 
tended ftrenuoufly, that fuch was the order of 
proceeding neceffaVy to be obferved. Mr. Ke- 
nyon declared, that, if he might affimilate their 
mode of condufl with that of Courts of Juttice, 
to the praftice in which, he prefuraed, it bore 
E ftrong 
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ftrong analogy, he was peifuaded the Honour> 
able Baronet was right in his idea. In the 
Courts below, Mr. Kenyon faid, when any paper 
was produced and made evidence, it was handed 
up and read, before the Court proceeded any 
farther. 

The^speak- Thg ^jj>M/l<r#faId, he took the rule of the 
Houfe to be, that when any paper was cllablifh* 
cd at the bar, it was handed op, received pri> 
forma, and laid upon the tabic. That either 
then, or in any fubl’equent part of the debate, it 
might be read at the inftance of any individual 
Member ; but that the cuftom had obtained, for 
the fake of difpatch of bufinefs, not to read it 
unlels the reading of it was called for, which it 
might be one hundred times in the courfe of the 
debate, if the Members thought proper. 

Tilr. Sccre* Mr. Secretary Fsx then rofe, and faid, the point 

(.7 Fdfc adjuftcd, in the only way in which 

points of order could be adjufted, he would enter 
upon his ^fettce, as it had been termed, but of 
which he never was, nor ever fliould be alb^med, 
as he hoped every Winifter would cojK^SlcrJiim- 
felf as put upon his defence, Jirhen he rofe toi 
fpeak to any meafure of GovAimcnt, agitating 
in cither Houfe of Parliametit. Nor was this 
merely a feeling that Ihould animate a Minider 
when he rofe', the fame ought to be the feeling 
cf every individual Mcmbei of Parliament, whtr 

brought 
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brought ^ and urged to the confideration of the 
fiouft* a new meafurc. If the bill dcfcnrcd the 
odious and aggravated epithets that had been put 
upon it by the Gentlemen of the Bar, and by the 
Gentlemen of the other fide of the Houfe, Mr. 
Fox faid, he was indeed about to enter upon his 
defence 5 but it would, in that cafe, be a very 
arduous thing to form any thirig like a defence, 
becaufe he would deferve to be tried for a crime 
of fo enormous and black a die, that no words 
could palliate it, or glofs it over. In the talk 
he was about to perform, he (hould, Mr. Fox 
faid, neceffarily be obliged to paint the ftate of 
the Eaft-India Company in very black colours, 
becaufe he was convinced, that thofe who looked 
at it nearly, and experienced what it really was, 
could ftc it in no other. He hoped, however, 
that no man would confidcr him as triumphing 
over the diftrefs of the Company, or deriving 
any fatisfadlion from it. One fatisfailion, in- 
deed, he could not avoid feeling, and that was,’ 
the fatisfaftion of being able to dear his charac- 
4erfi[g^m the blackeft calumny. He well knew, 
/ttax^n^^cnerally an unwife thing to do what 
he was abouWo enter upon. That it better be- 
came a Miniftcr to put the bed face upon affairs 
of every fort, and above all, to take cfpccial care 
that nothing ever fell from him, that Ihould be 
U all likely to affeft the credit of a great com- 
£ 2 mercial 



mcrcial' Company. The fituation of country, 
however, was fuch as would not alloy thc#pracw 
•ticeof thofe deceptions. We could' only aOTilfc 
the nation by knowing and declaring what the 
amount of its dlftrefs was, Had not this been 
the cafe •, had not the moft urgent neccfHty im- 
pelled, he never would have brought in fuch a 
bill, as that under difcufTion. The bill was a 
child, not of choice but of neceflity. In like 
manner, the anfwer he was about to give to the 
Direftors Hate of the Company's affairs, was not; 
a matter of option, but a matter which he could 
not avoid in juftice to the Company, in juftice to 
himfclf, and in juftice to the public and to the 
world. With regard to what the Honourable 
Baronet had juft faid about reading the papers, 
that day prefented, he believed that end would 
foon be anfwcred, as he fhogld have occafion, in 
the courfc of his fpecch, to read almoft every one 
of thofe papers. Mr. Fox then adverted to the 
'Company’s ftate of their affairs, and proceeded 
to flicw, that there was an account of twelve 
millions fterling, ftated as funds due 
Company, that they might calculate « k 
rtfource.to retrieve their affairs, bu«<Uhich, from 
the nature of the fums he pledged himfclf to 
prove, upon the principle on which this w^s made 
up, fhould be difallowcd. 



The to be made up witli ihli 

I — ^Tbat of the Company were in 

ich a improper to pafs the 

ill under conliderSiNifni Jpr to take any ftep that 
!ould deprive the Company of the management 
f their affairs. And he begged that all he faid 
light be confidered in that point of view. 

[ He then took up that fide of the account which 
^ entitled, ** Property of the Company.** He 
aid, he did not mean to difallow the firft item, 
>r any part of it, viz. The debt due from Go- 
‘ vernment to the Company, lent at three per 
^ cent, per annum, amounting to 4,200,oocl.’* 
\t the fame time he mufl mention a circurnflance 
fgarding the ftatement of that fum, becaufe it 
[ave a complexion to the fyftem of fallacy that 
narked and per\'aded every part of the account. 

That fum of four millions was reckoned at the 
kfhole nominal amount ; whereas the real value of 
bat fum (hould be taken at the rate of three per 
ent. flock. And the account on the other fulc, 
i^hcii it ftates the debt due by the Company, 
rtjfiwrer rilat^he fum borrowed, to make that 
idran^,"1!f6ulcK425 flated at the rate of fifty- five 
qi^ent. being the r^e at which thofe annuities 
rell felling. I 

he next item, he faid, he mufl totally difallowi 
iS not being a fum to be iti any refpefi depend- 
1 upon, for any relief to the Company at any 

time *, 
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time ; but furely not capaMe^ Mjbtlhg brought to 
their relief noS^. Thatfiil^^B^edof 422,611!. 
The firft item of this forfiib- 

fiftcnce of prifoners in the ^mer war; by which 
be obferved, was not to be underftood the laft war, 
but the war ending in 1763. So that the fifteen 
years of peace had elapfed before the commence- 
ment of the late war, without any fuccefs having 
attended the ncgociation to obtain it. The Houie 
therefore would judge what reliance was to be 
placed on it. Not that it ought to be entirely 
given up, a negociation was going on to procure 
it ; and the Company might be affured in his de- 
partment he had taken, and would take, every 
ilep to get the money, but he could by no meani 
fet it down as certain at all And clearly as not 
allowable for the purpofc for which this account 
was given in. ^4^4* 

The next item, ** I39»877J* Manilla Ranfom,** 
which every Treafury, fince the peace of fixty- 
three, had equally joined in difallowing, including 
even the T reafury of Lord Shelburne. 

** The Hofpital Expcnces of 2 i,44^'^6cciiite4 
at the peace of 1763, and 
allowed as a fum always/difputed. This 
forming the fum of 4i2,o4il. was all impropi 
ififerted, and calculated to miflead and deceive, 

The next fum, 609,934!. be did not meati 
difpute, bal Ubferved, that the b(ni&, ^ 
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280,575!. t^^faave been dated on 

the other fide, mud be idued again, 

in order to* keep the Company*s credit,— 
However he allowed the whole fum of 605,954!. 
to itand. 


The fum gf 553,258!. due for goods fold but 
not delivered or paid for, he allowed to (land, • 
‘Nejct, the value of goods in warchoufe unfold, 
of which all the freights and duties are charged of 
paid on the other fide, eftimated to produce, clear 
of difeount, 2,500,000!. 

Upon this he only made an obfervation, that 
he dated that dim at two millions, without the 
cudoms, whereas they dated it at the full amount, 
and date the cudoms as a debt due by the Com* 
pjny, placing it on the other dde. 

The next article, “ 1,219,091!. mcrcbandiac, 
** exported to India, but not included in account 
“ of property not being arrived when they were 
** made up,'* he faid was jud, with this exception, 
that there were 6oo,oool. contained in >t of naval 


dud. j|pii>tar% jdores, which be could not allow, 
bccauifc^c^ttA be l^nvcrted to any pur- 
relief to the (^ompany. He therefore, 
pot^is article, difalloi|ed 600, coot. 

I Tjfk next item, he laid, was a very fmall one 
■eed, but fo material in its nature, it had 
njed his particular attention ; and wImd he read 
^ had recalled to bis mind an account dated 


by 
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by Shakefpeare, in one of bis bell perforni^ttices^ 
•* So nftich for fack, fo much for fugar; fo much 
for one thing, and fo much for another ; and 
“ for the moll neceflary article of all, for bread, 
one halfpenny /’* So here there were great fums 
for ranfom ! Great fums for (lores expended, and 
to- be expended. Great fums for ditto due that 
never could be got! All ihefe unproduflivc arti* 
l ies were great and magnificent ; but fee bullion, 
only logcl. 1 ! ! 

To the next article of 172,334!. advanced on 
“ account of freights to'the owners, to be dedu6l- 
“ eel from freight, payable when they arrive/^— 
1 le begged to call the attention of the Houfe in a 
1111)11 particular manner. He then Hated, that 
wi.ilc upon one fide of the account they had taken 
credit for the advance of freight, and made that 
film of 172,334!. due to the Company, and form* 
irig part of the Company’s property they hud 
!:ept back and concealed the whole of the freight 
and demurrage due by them, and to be paid on 
llie return of thofe fhips. He (Utf 4 *fe 
number of the fliipS^bioadjjJifiacW tispfe that 
wtic paid for, and de^‘&cd the Beng^^i^ 
lull ; by which dcdu£lio|!S the freight and u. ^ ^ 
rage of thirty Teven (hips, the number remai 
on which fieiglit and demurrage was due, amouii ^ 
ing to a million and a half, was in the mod (cf 
dalous manner totally omitted on the other ^ 
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as a part of the debt due by the Company. Such 
a conduA as that of th^fe who made up and ac- 
tefted this account, called fot'the fevereil repro>‘ 
bation. And he added, that Ihould fuch a grofs 
breach of truQ be committed by thufe whom he 
wilhed to be appointed in tlie management of the 
Company’s affairs, he (hould call tliem I'evcrcly 
to account before Parliament for part of their 
condudf. The next item, “ the value of Ihips 
“ and veffels in England iz.jooL" he dilallowcd, 
becaufe, he faid, if they were to continue their 
trade, and to enjoy their cxclufive privilege, which 
it was the principle and foundation of the bill to 
preferve to them, without thole (hips they could 
not carry on their trade. 1 he fame oblcrvation 
applied to the next article, “ 253,^16!. value of 
“ bou^s and buildings in London ” Tliele they 
(nuft hay^ upon the idea of continuing tlieir 
trade : They cbuld not convert them into ca(h 
for their relief, without giving up their bufmeft 
and trade •, therefore, upon the principle of this 
bill, which was to preferve their tracic, and to 
ei^ablc. them to carry it on with advanuge, he 
could nr-', allow this fiun- 

Vhc next fum, “ 7B3|^24l. prime coft of the 
)t^ cargoes on their^aff^e froln Bengal,” has, in 
Irae mt)kipiicity, variety, and intricacy of the ar- 
ticles of this account, efcaped the reporter. He 
CjUt.only recollcdl in general, thanhc obfervation 
f was 
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ym of this nature : That this fum of 703,824!, 
was, upon a fuppofuion that the profit would 
pay the freight and demurrage 5 whereas the 
Bengal trade is attended with a lofs oriSI. per 
cent. 

The next article of " 364.515I. for cargoes 
“ difpatched from Bengal to the other Prcfidcn* 
“ cies,” are ftorcs, and not inveftments in the 
way of trade, and therefore not to be reckoned 
as a fund, by which the neceflities of the Com- 
pany are to be reduced. 

On the next article, “ Quick Stock at Bengal, 
taking the Rupee at 2s. 3d.” He obferved, that, 
from an aflay made at the Tower, the value of 
the rupee had been afeertained at 2s, and that it 
ought aflually to be taken as worth no more. 

Next, “ Trealure and bills receivable, 
“ 777 ' 36 i 1 -” He allowed, but faid the fecipt 
would be tedious. ^ 

The fums of 78,194!. goods imported, re- 
maining unfold, 419,891!. fait unfold. ^ 

Goods for Europe, a.fter the difpatch of the 
four cargoes before mentioned, 922,805!. 

He made no objeftion to, but obfer.'«d,'«s 
already ftated, that the t(|He was ar a lofcr' v 
The next article oipl )8o.5P9l. ftores, civiH 
“ marine, and military, i4nc:i^nded.” He ob* 
jefted'to, upon the vety fame grounds that haW 
beep already ftated, becaufc thofe ftores nevei 

could 
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Wuld have been brpught to the relief of the 
Company, and that, in the prefent moii'v&nr, 
there was much rcafon to doubt whether any part 
of them exifted now, but they certainly were not 
likely to remain long unexpended. 

The next article was money advanced to the 
** Board'^of Trade, and others, for future provi* 
fion of goods for Europe, and debts due in 
‘‘ the ordinary courfeof bufinefs, 837, 465!.** as 
far as it is poflible for us to rccolleft, Mr. Fox fai J 
635,0001. was for, three (hips from Bengal, and 
therefore liable to the objeftion ftated above to 
the Bengal trade. The lofs about i6o,oool. 

He then ftated the next article, viz, ‘‘ The 
“ debt^due by Afoph ul Dowlah, 789,828!.** 
He faid, never could allow the debts due by 
Country Wwert, to be reckoned as part of the 
t^nick Stock of the Company; that it was un-* 
produftive, and if attempted to be made othcr- 
^ife, it would be ruinous to India, and expen- 
ive to the Company. Upon this, he took the 
opportunity of obfervii^ that the idea of ftating 
:hc debts due by the "untry Powers in India, 
IS a mean wherel^tht company might be en- 
abled to retrieve their affairs, was the moft falla- 
lious that could be imagined. There was not an 
nftance of a debt due from thofc powers, that 
t was not only the caufc of deluging countries 
vith blood, deftroying the hclplcfs, the innocent, 
F 2 and 
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and the virtuous, but was aiiually, and, inffa^, 
the caufe of fquandering fwns of mone/ in mili- 
tary expeditions, to procure payment of thofe 
debts: That the debt due by Afoph ul Dowlab 
was in a lituation to make it impoffible to receive 
a fingle rupee of it by any other means than the 
fanguinary meafures already defcribed..’ That 
Prince, he faid, was at prefent in fuch a fituationy 
that he was borrowing money to fupply bis ne- 
ceflities, at the rate of al. per month, which, wiih 
compound intereft, amounted to little lefs than, 
30I. per annum. If the Comj^any, in order to 
procure this Turn for the relief of their affairs, 
fhould be ib impolitic and ill-advifed as to at- 
tempt to force a payment of it, the anfsver would 
be, “ 1 have no money •, my country is ih|a ftate 
“ of defolation I have no manufafl^rs* But 
“ if you muft have the money, it muft be pro>- 
“ cured by proceeding againft thofe powers who 
“ rtfift paying to me what is my due. Provide 
“ me with an army, affift me in my expeditions, 
“ and I will procure for you money fieceifary to 
“ pay the debt I owe." this manner the Ro- 
hillas one year, the h^awar country, then the 
Polygars, were laid wade smdilfefolated, and thofe 
innocent and unprotefled natives deftroyedi the 
men were murdered, the women imprifwied and 
difgraced, their children left a prey to want, 
every religious and civil right violated. As * 

proof 
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jroof of this, he read, as a part of his fpccch,. 
he letter of Col. Bonjour, a Swifs officer, who 
nd been ordered to carry orders fimilar to thofc 
or fimilar purpofes, into execution. The letter 
It once proved, both the humanity of the writer, 
vho remonfl rated againft the orders of his ‘em- 
ployers, and the cruelty and rapacity of the Go- 
vernors of India, in the ftrongeft terms. Upon 
this ground, to the univerfal convidtion of ail 
who heard him, he (hewed, that the idea of (lac- 
ing thofe debts, as a fund from whence the Com- 
pany could be relieved, was abfurd, the attempt 
cruel, and the certainty, that inftead of regain- 
ing the fum owing* it would be throwing good 
money after bad. 

The article was, debts by the Company 
in Bengal c^bond and othefzmfe, 2,367,116!.'* 
Upon this he only^ obferved, that from the word 
otherwife, it mjght be imagined that there were 
confiderable debts not on bond — whereas the 
whole amount was on bond except i 03 ,oool. 
With this obfeivation to mark the Uile of the ac- 
count be allowed the fan^ 

*He then remarked on^^e ballance in favour 
of the Company, 14(18,9371.*' Which is the 
ballance of Quick Stock, as Hated in the account 
to be in favour of the Company at Bengal Wbere« 
tts the Quick Stock at Bengal upon the principle 
be went upon, viz. The relief it would efford to 

the 
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the Company now is, if we rccollcft tight 
loo^oool. againfl the* Company. 

He then came to the N. The arrears due 
to (he army in Bengal at this period ntji 
appeal » hut by a fubfequent minute it appeari^ 
that the whole of their arrears of every kind to 
the month of March 1783, would amount to 
502,174!/ 

Here he femarked on the words appearing and 
not appearing, and added, that knowing the fum 
and Hating it here, they had not done what 
they ought to have done, Hated it on the other 
fide of the account as a debt due by the Com- 
pany. 

He next came to the Quick Stock at Madras, as 
it flood Auguft 51, 1782, valuing t^^goda at 
^s. calli and bills 280,400!. Goomiov Europe 
68,694!. Goods imported unfold 89,140!. he al- 
lowed, but obferved that it might be 'Cat up by 
the eftablifhmcnt. 

“ Stores, civil, marine, and military 264,110!.*'. 
he difallowed on the principle already dated. 

" Debts due to the ^pnpany from the NaBo^| 
“ of Arcot 68,0121. of Tanjore 158,250!. 
“ the Renters 593,8041'* ^ 

He difallowed, without exception, upon the 
principles already dated, with regard to the debt of 
Afoph ul Dowlah. Me faid, the Nabob could not 
attempt to pay his debt, without attempting to 

take 
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ike it from the Rajah, nor the Rajah, without 
iking itfrom fome neighbouring power, and all 
iis with the alERancc of the Company’s troops, 
nd at the expence of the Company's treafure. 
6,832!. advanced for inveftment and fundry fmall 
ebts he allowed. 

He then came to a fecond N. B. and after 
aving read — “ 1 he war in the Carnatic will de- 
ly .payment of tbefe debts, and mud have 
mdercd others of them precaiioiis, fo that 
^eir exaft * value cannot be afcertained.** He 
opped, and afkcd the Houfe, if they could, 
ntbbut feeing the paper, have gueflfed what was 
) folio w^having paufed for a moment, as if for 
ti anfwer, and proceeding, he faid, thefe words 
)now : But the above fums are undoubtedly due to 
\e Conipany^ t 

The ridioll^the abfurdiry, and the determi- 
ation to impPe, contained in this annotation, 
rew from him a vein of irony and attack that 
►’e fcarcely reineniber to liave heard equalled even 
y Mr. Fox. He once more dwelt upon the 
‘^ndaloot-' conduft of thofe who had dared 
> produce to Parliament an account fo full of 
npgfllion and abfurdiry ;^rticularly with rc- 
ard to the Hating th^ defjfcrate and ruinous^ 
ebts, more ruinous in recovering, than abandon- 
ig, as a fund, and the unparalldled impudence 
f this conclulioR of the N. B. that the aim 

^ wrt undMtedly due to the Company. No 

douk 
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doubt they were due; and if the Company 
to go on for five years more, five times t 
fum might, and probably would, from the e 
perience of paft times, be five times as grea 
and from thence it would be in the power 
thofe who had the hardinefs to impofe upon I 
public by fuch an account to fliew the Coi 
pany in a better fituation every year, as their del 
cncreafed. That they would foon have it in th 
power to prove the flourifliing (late of the Co 
pany, by dating the debts of the Nabob at tw 
^OOjOOol. and thofe of Afoph ul Dowlah at dou 
the fum he owes. But he defired the Houfe 
recollefl:, that it was their bufinefs to interfere 
prevent that fpecies of profperity from gaining fi 
ther than it had hitherto gone, and to flem th 
torrents of blood which mu(l flow, if file atten 
was made to procure them; anJ|ttempt wh 
mud end in wafting more money ^ttirig confii 
rations of humanity afide) than the amount 
thcm/would repay. 

** Debts due by the Company at Madras, 
Auguft, 1782, including arrears to the milita 
821,1641’* A 

He flated to h#^ encreafed finre, that 1 
Right Honourable Ceg|jeman oppofite 
Pitt) knew it, it was a fecret difclofcd' to 
Treafury, of which he was a Chancellor of i 
Exchequer, and he doubted not,^ he would 1 
mention it. 
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By thefe difallowances, he reduced the balance 
of Quick Stock at Madras from 2|078,o;jjl to 
little more than 5c0j0ccj. 

“ Of the Quick Stock at Bencoojen, confift- 
iog of the difference between ca(h and efft£lS| and 
the debts owing by the Company, amounting on 
the 19th of March, 1783, to balance in favour of 
Company of 189,036!.*' 

He allowed only the odd 89,000!. the other 
lOOjOOcl. being cftablifliment, and therefore on 
the footing of warehoufes. Not convertible, un- 
lefs they give up trade— confequently not appli- 
cable to prefcnt relief 

The Quick. Stock at St. Helena, 27,61*81. dif- 
allowed on the fame principle. 

Tl^e^Quick Stock in China, 132,596!. be allow- 
ed, b^aufe confiRing of goods. 

“ Q# Stock at Bombay, 15th September, 
1782, valuing the rupee at 2s. 6d.. Calb and 
bills 24,6631 he' allowed." 

“ Goods provided for Europe, 95,145!.’* Of 
this he difallowed 32,000!. put on board two 
ihips that failed after the date here taken, and 
which was included;^ the prior llatement of 
goods in warehouWi? therefore Rated twice, 
148,0031. for milfliry and naval (lores, difallowed 
for reafons formerly given. 

The debts due to the Company of 891,069!. 
he doubted of as much as of the unfccured part 
G of 
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df Ragobah's d^bt, for the rcafons already fiatedr 
By thefe deductions the debt due by the Company 
at Bombay amounted to 2,ooo,oool. inllead of 
1,790,0001. 

He then dated that the capital of the Com- 
pany advanced by the Propiietors, being to bc 
repaid, or retaken, by each Proprietor, it v/as to 
be dcdutled likewife, amounting to 3,200,000!.' 

He next obferved, that there were none of thofe 
articles that he had ded lifted, that were not upon 
the principle on which he fat out. That the 
Company’s charter' was not expired, that they 
were not to give up trade, but Ihould be allowed 
to the extent of the fum of I2,o‘oo,oocl. which 
lie had originally mentioned. 

^He faid, he had but one obfervation to ,niake 
upon the other fide of the account; Thofr who 
made up the account, had dated as a dip^t due- to 
Government. j 00, ccol. being the lad payment of 
4oo,ocol. agreed-to be paid for the renewal of 
their Charter. He dcfired the Houfe to obfeiwe, 
tliat the fum of 400,000!. was not given for that 
pUrpofc ; that it was paid the public for their 
right in the territorial acqi^fitions, and that thofe 
who would examine the Parliament would 
find it lo. But the Court of Proprietors, which 
difregardod the refolutions of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, had, on this occafion, dared to mifrepre* 
fent the aft: of the whole legiOature. He con- 

eluded 
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chided this able, laborious, and wonderful invedi^ 
gation of the account, with (he feverell (Iriftures 
on thofc who had made it up and prefented it, 
and then went on in the hiij heft Aram of argu- 
ment and eloquence to defend the principle of the 
BiU. 

He obferved, that neceflity had been deemed 
the tyrant's pica. He begged it to be remember- 
ed, that it w'as alfo the freeman's. To what did 
we owe the Revoluticm hut to nccollity ? A ne- 
ceffity that fuperfeded all law and was the glo- 
rious means of giving liberty to Kngland. On 
the prefent occifion, had it not been agreed .on all 
hands, that fome nicafufc of regulation Und re- 
form was nccclfaiy ’vidi refpett to India. Nay, 
had not a Right Ho^ 'iurable Gen Icinan oppofite 
to hhn, and his friends, been loud iu callimi out 
for a fyljem, complete and well digefted. Had 
they not faicl, no faUiatives, no half meufnrts ! But 
it was now complained, that the Hill violated thq 
Company's Charter. What did the Bill in 1773? 
What did the Bill in 1778 ? What did the Bill 
brought in Lift ye.;r ? Let the Lai ned Gentleman 
oppofite him (Mr, Dundas) fay how any clFeclual 
reform in 'the condu^ of the India Company's 
affairs could be made without touching their 
Charter. Did the prefent Bill offer moic vio- 
lence to it, than the Bill propofed laft j far ? In 
what lay the -difference ? 1 bat Bill aimed at lodg- 
G 2 ing 
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ing an abfolute and defpotic power of governing 
in India. This provided a controukble govem- 
nient, but a powerful one here at home. To give 
. pow'cr was generally confidered as a dangerous de> 
legation, but it beeame the more dangerous in pro« 
portion, as it was lodged at a diftance. A virtuous 
and a wife man might lofe his principles and his 
underllanding in India. Difeafe and luxury 
might co-operate to enervate ; the fight of wealth 
wiihin reach might win to rapacity, and the once 
■pure mind, weakened by climate and example, 
might be betrayed to corruption and plunder. 

• The temptation was not fo great in England. 
The Copimiffioners were to a£l at hand, and to 
be under the immediate eye of Parliament. W hero 
then was the danger fo loudly trumpeted forth to 
the world, and fo induftrioufly made the f^bjeff 
•f popular clamour? The influence of trown 
will be increafed, fay the enemies of the Bill. 
Would it he unneceflarily increafed i Would it 
exceed the degree of refponfibility that mu(^ 
accompany it ? At prefent, and for years paft, 
the CrQwn had the patronage of India in itshandk, 
but how ? Irrefponfibly and in fecret. Whichj 
was moft to be dreaded ; influence in the dark, or 
influence open, known, and fubjeff (o the controuf 
and ccnfore of Parliament ? , . 

Some nKafure was admitted on all hands to be 
peceflary ; if the prefent was difiipproved, tbofe 

who 
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who difapproved it were bound to propofc abet# 
ter. Perhaps it would be argued, that the diftrefi 
of the Company was folely owing to the burthens 
and preffure of an cxpenfive war, and that what 
had arifen from a fpecific misfortune ought not to 
be attributed to general mifrule and mifmanage- 
ment. In pi oof that this was not true, he would 
read a letter frpm a perfon in a high and refpon- 
fible fituation, in India, in 1772. Mr. Fox then 
read an extraS, which, in the language of con* 
vision, attributed all the diiafters in India, of that 
day, to a want of vigour in the principle of tht 
fyftem of its government adopted and purfued by 
the DireSoTs at home. The writer of the letter, 
Mr. Fox faid, was not a favouritH^, authority with 
him in all cafes j but bis polition carried wifdom 
in it, and Ilis argument was founded on found 
policy. The other fide of the Houfe, at Jeaft, he 
hoped, would agree in this, when he informed 
them that the writer of the letter, he had juft 
read, was no other than Mr. Haftings him- 
Ifelf. 

I'hat tie Bill ought to pafs, if it paflfed at alj, 
^ith the utmoft difpatcfa a variety of reafons 
concurred to teflify. The feeds of war were al- 
ready fown in India, and a note left by Sir Eyre 
Coote, a man whofe memory deferved every pof- 
Gble praife on account of bis gallant atftioQs, 
afforded alarming proof of it. The deceafed 

leader 



leader of the ti’oops in India, had written to the 
Governor of Madras, that the expence and 
burthens incurred by the Company, in corife- 
quence of the late war, could only be reco- 
vered in India, by a frelh war with Tippoo Saibl 
Let the Houfe paufe upon this, let them reflcft 
upon the Gazette, the difpatches of which reach- 
ed the India Houfe, and filled the General Court 
with difappointment and difmay, in the very mo- 
ment that an Honourable Gentleman, whole zeal 
and ardour carried him generally too far, was loud 
in declaring that all was peace in India, and con- 
gratulating the proprietors on the profperous fitu- 
ation of their alTairs. Let the Houfe alfo Icain 
from that Gazkte, the prefling occafion for an 
immediate reform of the Government of In- 
dia. Let them fee the caufe of the difaflcis 
recorded in thofe direful difpatches — a quarreJ 
among the officers on the common 'theme o' 
quarrels in India, the divifion of the fpoil, tin 
difpofal of the plunder taken from the natives 
They would learn from the Gazette, that 6u 
army had loft all fubordination, as they had lean 
from other publications, that our civil goverr 
ment in India had loft all energy, d here wei 
jlfo additional caufes to expeQ: a war there, and t 
dread its communicating to the oth^'r quarters < 
the globe, if proper means to prevent it we 
not inftantly reforted to. Let them think bn t! 


comp^ 
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cortipaft at Poonah, and compare it with the i6ih 
Article of the Definitive Treaty of Peace between 
Great Britain and. France, by which both Crowns 
bound themfelves to a ceitain line of conduQ; re- 
fpedling their allies in India. Mr. Fox dwelt up- 
on this*for fome time, and Chewed that we might 
fuddenly find ourfelves involved in a war with 
France, if due care was not taken to avert the 
mifchief. He alfo painted in glowing colours the 
alarming ftate of the civil goverment in India, in 
confequence of the diffention between the different 
prefidencies ; he declared, he felt for Lord MacarN 
ney, for whom he had ever entertained the fince- 
reft refpecl, — That noble Lord had proved him- 
felf the moft obedient to direflion from home, the 
pureft in principle, and the moft zealous in 
conduft, for the national honour, of any Go- 
vernor ever fent to India ; but who could fay 
that Lord Macartufy had not been fufpended, 
nay, who could fay that he was not at this inftant 
a prifoner, or that he had not lltared the fate of 
Lord Pigot ? After urging this very pointedly, he 
«ddcd new arguments to prove the neceffity for 
palling the bill, and faid, the alfertion that the In- 
dia Company could go on without relief from Go- 
vernment was fo falfe, that they well knew if the 
hill failed, Government could ilTue an extent and 
f-'ize on all their property within a fortnight. He 
f^id farther, that he confidered fulFering the Com- 
pany 
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pany to .borrow more motley was in h& tendinj 
them the fecurity of Government for what thej 
borrowed, and that before he proceeded * tha 
kngth, he held himielf bound to take ever 
polBble means to make the fafety of the pid> 
lie and the profperity of the Company go hanc 
in hand together. He knew that in doing fo, h( 
pa this own lituation, as a Minifter, to the hazard 
but where upon a great national ground he coulc 
ellabliih a meafure at once (alutary and', u&ful 
likely to refeue the natives of India from oppref 
fion, and fave the honour of the country fron 
difgrace, he little cared how great the perfona 
lifques were, that he was to encounter. 

Mr. Fox, in the courfe of this fpeech took no 
tice of the India Regulating Bill, which howevei 
deficient in point of policy, it might be found, 
would not, he believed, be thought to be want' 
ing in regard to numerous claufes, or Ihew thai 
Minifters, had not very fully applied themfelve: 
to the prefent fitnation of India. That bill, b( 
faid, in almoft every one of its daufes, reftrained 
and lefl'ened the excrcife of the power of thoff 
who were to ad under the authority of the bill 
then before the Houfe. The two bills ought 
iherefore to be confidered as it were togsthefi 
the regulations of the one tending to corred and 
toSperate the other. He hoped the biQ would 
Slut be rejcQed; but if it fcoitld, he would find » 

' coafoktion 
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Coniblatlon in the remembrance of having made an 
attempt, to extend freedom and happinefs to % 
number of people nearly equal to all the inhabi- 
Cints of Europe. But if the bill Ihould fucceed, 
he vould confider it as the pride of his life ; and if 
}ie ihould be remembered after his death, he wiih- 
ed that his name might be alTociated with the 
bill .'that had for its objefl: the happinefs of the 
Gentoos, and the real interefts and true glory of 
Great Britain. Mr. Fox concluded with moving 
that the bill be committed. 

Mr. W. Pitt then rofe, and faid, he 'felt great Mr.w.Pitt» 
difficulty indeed, in refpefl to the manner in which 
he ought to condufl: himfelf under circumftances 
fo peculiar as thofe attending that debated. Impa- 
tient as he was to enter upon the difeuiSon of 
the principle of the bill with regard to all its va- 
rious and more important conGderations, with re- 
gard to the alledged neceffity upon which it was 
grounded, with regard to a comparifon of the 
extent of the neceffity with the extent of the re* 

'medy, with regard to the bold and unprecedented 
■attempt to demolifli all the chartered rights of the 
Baft India company, and to confifeate their pro- 
-peny ; with regard to the enormous influence that 
•the bill tended to give to the Crown, or rather to 
the prelent Miniflry ; and with regard to all tho 
other great points, refpefting whidi, he was af 
that moment fo ftrongly impxefled) thathoeouhl 
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fcarcely reftrain him from entering upon their 
culTion yet jie felt himfelf precluded from touching 
one of them, and obliged, as it were, to meet the 
new turn that the debate had aflitmed, ancMo 
argue the cafe, rather as if it were a cafe of Ac- 
count between the Minifter and the Court of Di- 
reftors of the Ealt India Company. Mr. Pitt 
having made an exordium to this purport, re- 
minded the Houfe that the ftatement upon the ta- 
ble had been authenticated and eflablifhed in due 
form by evidence at their bar, and that all they 
bad heard in oppofition to it, was tlie ^bare aflfer- 
tion of the Secretary of State, unfupported by 
any evidence whatever, and the affertion of a Se- 
cretary of State who had been generally under- 
Hood to have ftated the Eaft India Company, in a 
former debate, as bankrupts for eight millions*; 
an affertion fince Ihifted, difavowed, and refuted; 
They would confider alfo that the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman, had himfelf declared, that 
he was forced to contradift the ftatement of 
-the (Jonrt of DirSors fome how or other, in order 
:to clear up his own character. Thefe Were mat- 
*ters neceffary to be held in mind, as they would 
Terve as a key to the conduft of the Minifter that 
iday, and the degree or credit due to his afler* 
lions. ^ 

. Mr. Pitt defired the Houfe to take notice^ 
flliit.tbe grouu^ ol ncGeffity, upon which the bill 

had 
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!iad been originally declared to have been intro-^ 
dijced, was now changed ; that necpflity no lon- 
ger reded on the fimple and obvious propo- 
fition, the bankruptcy of the Fall India Cotn- 
pSjy, but was that day placed on a dill weaker 
foundation, but a four-Jation iufinitelv more fal- 
lacious, upon tlie hinporaiy didrefs ot the Com- 
pany. Was that a fit plea to warrant the paffing 
of a bill, which openly profeffed a daring viola- 
tion of the charteted rights of the f ompany, and 
proceeded to an immediate confifeation of all their 
property ? Ought the Houfe to be fatisfied with 
itj even if proved beyond the poffibility of queP- 
tion. He traded they would not, he trufted the 
Houfe had too much regard for their own honour 
and dignity, too fcrupulous an attention to juf- 
tice, and too confeientious an adherence to their 
duty to their condituents, to fupport the Minif- 
ter in one of the bolded, mod: unprecedented, mod: 
defperate and alarming attempts at the exercife of 
tyranny, that ever difgraced the annals of this or 
any other country. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman whofe eloquence and whofe abilities 
would lend a grace to deformity, had appealed 
to their paflTions and prelTed home to their 
hearts the diftrefled fituation of the unhappy 
natives of India. A fituation which every man 
niuft deeply deplore, and anxioufly wilh to relieve ; 
hut ought the Right Honourable Gentleman to' 
H2 proceed 
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proceed to the proteGion of the c^prcffed abroad 
by enforcing the moft unparallelled opprefEon at 
home ? Was the relief to be adminiilered in Alia, 
to be grounded on violence and injullice in Eu- 
rope ? Let the Houfe turn their eyes to the verjr 
extraordinary manner in which the very extrapji> ■' 
dinary bill, Iben under conlideration, bad been 
introduced. When the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman had opened it to the Houfe on Tuefday 
fe’ennight, he had urged the indifpenlible neceflity 
of the meafure, as its only juhification, and in 
order to cany that neceflity to the conviGion of 
the Houfe, he had given fuch a ftate of the Com- 
pany’s afiFairs, as to convey to Ihe ideas of almoft 
every gentleman prefent, that the Company wero 
bankrupts to the amount of eight millions (Mr. 
Fox Jhmk his head), Mr. Pitt faid, he was ready 
to admit, that the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man had not cxprefsly faid fo, but he Ihould 
Hill contend that the manner, in which the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had Hated their 
affairs, had conveyed that idea. It had been enter- 
tained by moll of thofe, who heard the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, it had been entertained by 
the public, and it had been entertained by the 
Company. The Right Honourable Gendemaa 
had bimfelf ccmfefled, he had made feveral amif- 
fions in. his former ftate of the Company’s affairs ; 
Qtniffions he certainly had made : oroiffions, gro&, 
palpable, and prodigious. . What was the confe- 

qiience ?- 
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quepce ? the Company flatly denied the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's ftatement. They prc* 
pare an account of the true flate of their affairs ; 
their produce is at the Bar of the Houfe, they 
eftablifli its authenticity by the concurrent tclli- 
^borjij^^tbeir Accountant and Auditor. What 
happened then ? the Right HonouraUe Gentle- 
man declares it is incumbent on him to clear his 
own charafter, and that can only be done by 
refuting and falfifying the Company’s ftatement of 
their affairs, to the enormous amount of twelve 
millions. Arduous and difficult as this talk was, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman enters upon it 
with a degree of fpirit peculiar to the boldnefs of 
his charafter. He acknowledges that the Com- 
pany's paper muft be deprived of its credit fome 
hovt^H other, and he proceeds in a'moft extra- 
ordinary manner to effeft a purpofe, he had juft 
told you was fo ncceffary to himfelf. The Right 
Honourable Gentleman had ran through the ac- 
count with a volubility that rendered compreben- 
fion difficult, and deteftion alraoft impoffible.— 
Mr. Pitt then faid, he had attempted to follow 
Mr. Fox through his commentary, and though it 
was impoffible upon firft hearing fuch a variety 
of ^ffertions, to inveftigate the truth of all of 
them, and completely refute their fallacy, he 
would, undertake to Ihew, that the Right Honour- 
Gentleman had unfairly reafoned upon ibme 
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of the articles, grofsly mifreprefcnted others, and 
wholly paffed by confiderations material to be 
adverted to, in order to afcertain what was the 
true ftate of the Company's aflFairs. He then en- 
tered into a revifion of the credit fide of the Com- 
pany’s ftatement, and endeavoured to"t)l<jfffim 
Mr. Fox’s ^objeQions to fonie of the articles, and 
to defeat the force of his obfervatlons upon others. 
He juftified the Company’s giving themfelves 
credit for 4,200;0ool. as the debt from Govern- 
ment, on the ground, that as they had advanced 
the full principal of that fum to Government, 
they had a right to give themfelves ciedit for the 
.whole of it ; and the more efpecially, as on the 
other fide they made themfelves debtors for 
2,992,440!. borrowed, to* enable them to maka 
tbe loan to Government of 4,200,oocl •The 
money due for fubfiftence of prifoners in a for-» 
mer war, for the expences of the expedition 
againll Manilla, and for hofpital expences, he alfo 
reafoned upon, to fhew that the Company were 
not to blame for inferring them ori the credit fide 
of their account. The Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman, he faid, had fuch a happy talent of ren- 
dering even the dryeft fubjea lively, that bis 
,pleafant allufion to the charge of one halfpenny for ' 
IxreaQ in Fal(laff*s tavern bill, when he came to 
take notice of the icool. amount of filver remain- 
ing in 'IbcTreafury of the, India Company, had 

fq 
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. fo far caught his fancy, that it was not till H 
minute or two afterwards, that he glanced his eye 
a little higher in the fame page of the Company’s 
Recount, and faw an entry of money to the 
amogt:£ of 142,794!. Mr. Pitt dwelt upon this 
for fome time, and went into a difculuon of the 
obfervations of Mr. Fox upon the entry of 
280.575I. for bonds, which he ftrenuoufly main- 
tained the Company had a right to give them- 
felves credit for. He alfo entered into a long 
argument refpefling the fums credited for freights 
paid, defending them from Mr. Fox’s obferva- 
tions. He likewife defended the entry of 253,616!. 
as the value of tlie Company’s houfes and build- 
ings in London, declaring, that as the Company 
I undeiftood themfelves to Hand charged with bank- 
I Tuptcy, they felt it neceffary to ftate the value of 
, the whole of their affets in the fchedule of the 
particulars of their ellate. He reafoned for fome 
time on the affertions of Mr. Fox, upon the prime 
coll of four cargoes on their palTage from Bengal, 
andfaid, notwiihftanding the arguments of the 
Honourable Gentleman, that when the freights 
and duties were paid, there would be a lofs ra- 
ther than a profit on the inveflment, he believed 
the reverfe would be the faft, for he general^ 
tJnderftoodt that when an inveflment was made 
in India, the prime cofl was at leafl doubled in 
price the cargoes fetched in England, lie 
, oppofed 
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^poFed Mr. Fox’s obfervations on the different 
entries under the head of Quick Stock, at the va- 
rious Prefidencies of Bengal, Madras, and Bom* 
hay, and at Bencoolen, and in China, contradii^- 
ing many of them, and upholding the Cdinpany 
Ml their ftatement. He declared he did not know 
what the Right Honourable Gentleman alluded 
to, relative to the private debt incurred by the 
Madras Prefidcncy. With regard to the debts 
due from the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, and the 
Nabob of Arcot, he faid, the Honourable Gen- 
tleman had taken advantage of thofe fa6ls to dif- 
play his oratory, that the Houfe was loft in a 
blaze of eloquence, and fo dazzled with the luftre 
and brillancy of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man’s talents, that they were deprived of the ex- 
ercife of their fober rcafon, and rendered incom- 
petent to weigh the propriety of the Company's 
making any mention of debts, feme of which they 
exprefsly declared would be lingering in their 
payment, and others they acknowledged to be I 
precarious. After going through the obfervation^ 
and objeftions of Mr, Fox, and contending that 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had uniformly 
declined any fort of diferimination as to the dif- 
ferent periods of tiyie, that the Company's debts 
would come upon them, but had argued, as if 
the whole were due at the prefent moment, Mr. 
Pitt laid, the laft matter urged againft the Com<* 

pany^i 
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pany, viz. their capital, waa to his mind the mod 
extraordinary of any thing he had ever met with. 
He had often heard, when traders were bank- 
rupts, or when it became neceflary, that therf 
affairs fhould be vefted in the hands of truftees, 
tj ^at it was incumbent on them to dlfcover the 
whole amount of their debts to others, but he 
never before knew, that it was either incumbent 
on them to l^ate, or neceffary for the creditors to 
. know, how much they owed to themfelves.— 

' Having put this very ftrongly, Mr, Pitt denied 
that there was any deficiency whatever in their 
capital} contending on the other hand, that the 
Company, though c^iftreffed, were by no means 
infolvent, and that they ought to be allowed an 
opportunity of proving the whole of their ftate- 
ment^of their affairs at the bar of the Houfe.— 
This pofition he argued very elaborately, and 
faid, as it was perfeSly reafonable to allow the 
Houfe time to enquire into, and examine the 
truth of the papers then on the table, the faKhood 
of which, ought not to be taken for granted upon 
the bare alfertions of the Secretary of State, fo 
introduced and made as they had been, he Ihould 
hope there could be no objeftion to adjourning 
the debate for a fingle day, and fliould therefore 
referve his fentiments upon the principle of the 
bill for the prefent, and move that the debate 
^ be adjourned till the next day.” 
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Mr. secw- Mr. F&x r€plicd to Mr.iPitti and flatd, that 
he had not objcflcd to the Company’s claim of 
ca(h» including their bonds, but had only obferv- 
cd upon it. With regard to the fecret debt of 
the Madras Government, he faid, he had alluded 
to a large debt incurred, which that governme^ic 
had been allowed to draw bills for by thelaft" 
Board of Treafury. In reply to what Mr. Pitt 
had faid, on the fubjeft of the Company’s not 
being accountable for their capital, he obferved, 
that their capital belonged to the Proprietors, 
and Government was as much bound to look to 
their fccurity, as to that of the Public at large, 
in regard to revenue, duties, &c. 

toidNorth. Lord North diredcd his fpeech to two points, 
the refutation of Mr. Pitt’s arguments againfl: the 
bill, and againft Mr. Fox’s obfervations and ob- 
jedionS) as urged with refpefl: to the EaftJndia 
Company’s ftate of their affairs, and to the refcu- 
ing the bill itfelf from the obloquy with which 
it had . been loaded. The Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman who fpokc laft, his Lordlhip obferved, 
had called the bill an unprecedented attempt to 
eftabtiih a violation of the chartered rights of 
the Company, and an immediate confifeation of 
their property ; this charge was a weighty one, 
but it was not true. That the bill infringed upon 
the charter of the Eaft-India Company, was un- 
doubtedly the cafe i but was 4he bill, as far as 

it 
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k was confidered in that view, unprecedented ? 
No fuch thing. The bill in 1773, b*‘ought in 
by himfelf, which reftcained the excrcifc of elec- 
tron, and deprived the 500L ftockholders of their 
votes, was an infringement of the Corbpany’s 
j^lgirtcr V the bill giving Government the power 
of appointment to offices in India, in fome in- 
ftanccs, and the Parliament a power in others, 
was equally an infringement of the charter. The 
bill brought in laft Seffions, by a learned Gentle- 
man, who had been Chairman of the Secret Com- 
mittee, propofed a regulation, clearly founded 
on a violation of the Company’s charter 5 in lay- 
ing this, he meant not to infinuate that there was 
any blame due to that learned Gentleman. The 
neceflity of the cafe rendered it irapoffible to at- 
tempt any regulation, at all likely to prove effec- 
tual, without violating the Company’^ charter. 
He therefore, for one, made no fcruple to ad- 
mit, that the bills he had propofed, trenched 
upon the Company’s chartered rights: They cer- 
tainly did fo 1 and, if there was any guilt in hav- 
ing been the Miniftcr who propofed fuch a mea- 
fure, he defired to be ranked with the other cri- 
minals. But, while Gentlemen were frone to 
accufe upon this ground, let them examine the 
nature of the cafe a little, a|0;fee how^a viola- 
tion of the charter could be avoided. The con- 
jlitution of the Company, as it ftood at pfefenr, 
I z was 
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iiras admitted to' be abfurd, and imoft inadequate. 
Thft Court of Direftors were the nominal Mini- 
fters of the Company •, they gave orders to the 
Company’s fervants in India; the Company’s 
lervants in India dilbbeyed thofe orders, and hav- 
ing an influence upon the Court of Propriefpi^ 
at home, the Court of Proprietors over-ruled the 
Court of Direftors. This was, his Lordfhip ob-' 
ferved, a perftCl mathematical figure, but it was 
very far from a perfea political one. The Houfe 
had heard that the Directors wrote fine letters; 
this certainly did them great credit : But, from 
the circumftances above-mentioned, nothing was 
ever done in confequence, and all the important 
bufinefs of the Company ended where it began, 
—in a fine letter. It was admitted on all hands, 
that fomething was necelTary to be done; but 
the Honourable Gentleman had faid, the necef- 
fity was not made oUt, and the Company had 
not been proved to be bankrupts: His Hon. 
Colleague had not charged the Company with 
being bankrupts ; but he would venture to fay, 
that had private and individual traders done as* 
much as th(» Company had done, in various in- 
ftances, they would have committed a 61 s of bank- 
ruptcy. The Company owed money which they 
would qpt pay. The Company were liable to 
many demands, which they were unable to an- 
fwer, and they avowed their diftrcls to be fuch, 

thac 
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that without relief from Government, they could 
.not go on. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
faid, the bill conjijeated the property of the 
Company. If he knew the meaning of words, 
land he owned he was not fo converfant in them 
p the Right Honourable Gcnflcman, or as he 
lad been in the earlier periods of his life, confif* 
cation meant the feizing upon property, with a 
dcfign to appropriate it to the ufe of others than 
the right owners. ‘ Was this the cafe i Did the 
3ill fay a fyllable about lowering the dividend, 
Dfcaking in upon thcexlcufive trade of jhe Com- 
}any, or taking away any one of their commercial 
idvantages? Where was the confifeation then 
That a regulation was ncceflary, every body al- 
lowed, and would it be contended, that the 
powers cxercifed under a conftitution, proved by 
experience to be inadequate to the government 
of our territorial acquifitions, and the manage*- 
ment of our territorial revenues in India, ought 
to be entrufted under a new conftitution, in the 
fame hands which had proved incapable of di- 
refting them with cfTcd for fo many jfears to* 
gether. A new fyftem was abfolutcly ncceflary, 
and ncceflary immediately j either that propoied 
in the bill ought to be adopted, or thofe who 
abjefted againft, it, ought to propofc a wifer. 
Havifig thuis generally fpoken to the general 
Tubjea of the bill, his Lordflflp entered upon 

an 
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tn .^X^ininauon of Mr. Pitt’s remarks on Mr. 
Fox’s pbiervations and objedlions, controverting 
and refuting feveral, and clearly (hewing, from 
the nature of each, that another day would 
throw no new light upon the queftion upon 
which the bill ought to reft. His Lordfliip 
explained fuch of the entries in the Company’s 
Hate jpf their affairs, as had come under his 
cogo^nce while at the head of the Treafury, 
particularly mentioning their claim on account of 
the expences of the expedition to Manilla, which 
he faid had been fully confidered by the Board 
of Treafury, who had long fmce declared they had 
paid as much as they thought the public ought to 
pay on that fcore. ThcHofpital expences he ftated 
aifo to Band exactly on a fimiiar footing. He 
then went through the other articles, and fpoke 
of the debts due from the Nabob Afoph ut 
Dowlah, and the Nabob of Arcot, pretty much 
at large. He Ihewcd, that the poverty of the 
latter was not to be afcribed to the diftrcfs occa> 
fioned by an expenfive and calamitous war, Hyder 
Ally h^ing never invaded that part of the Car- 
natic, and the country having been folely in the 
pofTeteon of the Britiih ; though the face of it 
had, he believed, all the appearance of having 
been ravaged and deftroyed by an enemy. His 
Lordfhip alfo faid fomething about the Northern 
Circars, which we did not rightly underftand, 

After 
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After being very copious in reply to Mr. Pitt^ 
after urging the neceffity that fottie meafure, With 
regard to India Ihould be adopted immediately, 
reminding the Houfe that his Majefty's fpeech 
from the throne, at the commencement 6f the laft 
fclTion, called upon them to turn their attention 
to the afiFairs of India as foon as they poflibly 
could, repeating his argument, that the prefent 
bill was not oppreflive, denying that it gavft more 
influence than refponfibiHty to the Crown or the 
Minifters, and (hewing clearly, that the other 
llages of parliamentary progrelTion through which 
the bill muft pafs, would afford fo much time for 
inveftigation and difcuflfion, that there could be 
no rcafonable plea advanced to prove the pro- 
priety of the prefent motion for an adjournment, 
his Lordfliip cbncluded with declaring, that he 
fliould vote againft the queftion moved by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, and Ihould be for 
the bill's going into a Committee. 

Governor JohiiJlone replied to Lord North and 
Mr. Fox. He obfervcd, that the noble Lord’s 
fpeech was full of abfurdities and contradi61:ions. 
He pledged himfelf to prove the accpjnt, on 
which Mr. Fox had fo freely remarked, and he 
particularly noticed, what he termed, the art oi 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, who, by con- 
founding dates and places, had attempted to mif- 
Icad the Houfe* He averted, that the debt of 

the 
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the Kabob of Oude, would be paid, without the 
praflice of any of thofe feverities, which the Right 
Honourable Gentleman had fo pathetically de- 
feribed. He appealed to General Smith, to prove 
the popnloufnefs and the extent of Oude > the 
Honourable Gpneral, he faid, knew Oude and 
the late Vizir, from whom he had received fome 
civilities, perfedly well. He contended, that it 
was not from the ex parte evidence of the Sele6t 
Committee, or from an artful mif-ftatement of 
fatis, that the Company fliould be puniftied, 
by the forfeiture oi its charters, but by fpecific 
charges, to which fpecific anfwers might be given. 
He denied, that the Conipany were in any thing 
like a flate of bankruptcy. They were under 
drcumflances of temporary difirefsj he acknow- 
ledged, but their affairs were promifing, and their 
credit good. The Right Honourable Secretary 
had faid, that as they flood indebted to Govern- 
ment for duties, and were in need of aflillance, 
Government was jufliCed in feizing upon the 
Company’s Charter, to fecure the public revcnue> 
This was a moft unjuft argument. The Com- 
pany ha^ fufficient credit to raife much r\:iore than 
they how wanted, without the aid of Governipent, 
but t^eir hands were tied by an a£l of Parliament. 
Thus Government fit ft created a difability, and 
now meant to take a moft unhandfomc advantage 
it* 1 a the conclufion of his fpceeb, the^po- 
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vcrnor declared, that as a proprietor, he would 
refift, to the lad moment, the Fallacious and un« 
judifiable proceedings now going forward, and 
that he would (ooner loofe every Ihilling of dock- 
he poflefled, than cohferit to preferve it, By fup^ 
porting a bill, which mud effeftually deftroy the 
Britifh Coriditution. 

T he Marquis of Graham faid, that if the prefent Marquis of 
bill paffed, there would be little, or rather no 6c* 
cafion, for him to enter the doors of that Houfe 
again •, he rofe, therefore, perhaps for the laft 
time, to fpeak his fentiments beneath that roof. 

The Marquis then arraigned the Bill in terms of 
the greated acrimony, and after obferving upon 
the argument, that Miniders meant to violate the 
chartered rights of the Company, with a view to 
prop and fupport its credit, he faid, fuch means 
of afliding the didreffed, were cruel mercies, and 
more afflifting and injurious, than tlie didrefs 
they piofeffed to relieve. He did Mr. Fox ample 
judice oii the power of his oratory, and declared 
that whatever notions he might have conceived, 
whatever opinions he might have formed, upon 
any meafure dependinjg in Parliament/ previous 
to his coming down to the Houfe, while^ewas 
there, if the Right Honourable Gentleman chofe 
to recommend the meafure, he found bimfelf 
amufed, ind pfeafed with his rcafoning, nay al- 
tnod fausfied and convinced, but when he took 
' K ‘ tirne 
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fime to paufe^ to reoir to the cool and temperate 
opinions, he had originally formed upon the fub- 
jeft, his rcafon returned, there was an end of the 
dclufion, and his fober judgment taught him the 
wide difiFercnce between powerful deception and 
rational conviflion, The Marqub painted the 
junftion of the two Secretaries of State as an un- 
pardonable violation of political charaSer, 
dent to excite and juflify an eternal want of con* 
ihdence. In fucb hands a bill like the prefent 
was, he faid, mod alarming, fince it gave the 
Minifter a degree of influence, new to the Con- 
ftitutrieti, and dangerous in the extreme. He 
plainly faw, that this influence had already pro* 
duc^ feme effeft within thofc walls, and if the 
bill paflfed, there would not only be an end of the 
rights and privileges of the Eaft India Company, 
hot an end of all rights held on the fanfUon of 
Parliamentary faith, and an end even of the in- 
dependence of Parliament itfelf. 

General Smith replied to Governor Jobnflone as 
loon as jhe Marquis of Graham fat down, andhav* 
ing fatisfaflorily explained the infinuation.of the 
Governor, relative to his having received civilities 
from the Vjzir of Oude, he went into a defcrip- 
tion dl the finances of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla* 
Ho alfo Hated the Accounts* of the fituation of our 
ai^ix ^ at Bombay and Madras, according tp the 
letters he bad received from India, whi^i 
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tended to prove the ncceflSty ^fvan imtnediate^Wf 
g^ilation and reform^ 

Sir Richard HiH b^u with declaring it wag a sir Richard 
fixt principle in optics, that all objeCls (truck the 
eye of the beholder, diflFcrently according to the 
fucdium of light through which they were viewed. 

This maxim was fully verified by an experiment 
made in April bit, fay only moving the Right 
Honourable Secretary from the fide of the Houfe 
on which Sir Richard flood, to the other. Placed 
where he now was, he viewed the bill in his hand 
as calculated to “ remedy all thofe alarming djf- 
orders which have long prevailed and dill con* 
tinuc in the management of the territorial poflef- 
fions, revenues, and commerce of thefe kingdoms 
in the Eaft Indies,** Ac. 

But had fucb a bill been brought in by Admi- 
'nifiration when the Right Honourable Gentleman 
fat on the other fide of the Houfe, it would 
have appeared to him in very different colours^ 

He doubted not but the Right Honourable Geti- 
lleman would have viewed it again and again 
through two glaffes which be conllantly carried 
about with him. He meanthisaiAONUYiNG glafs, 
and bis MULTipjLYiMi^ glaik* ^ 

In the his gjafs woidd have 

appeared big wkh the , moH alaitning danger of 
encrcaMg Crown iiriSuencc, and^qf extending mi- 
*«ift^rial power, wlucb things were always 

K % Bu^sy^owh 



[ 68 1 

iug^ldws^ dild Rtmhcd and bloody bones^ with' 
which the Right Honourable Secretary, ufcd ta 
terrify his prefent cara fpofa before thofe two per- 
fons were joined together by holy matrimony. 

But he meant not here to fpeak againft the 
(oJiiion ; or to fay any thing pcrfonal, as he hoped 
his Majefty’s prefent Minifters would propofe 
fuch nieafures as he (hould be able to coah^fee 
with. 

In the latter (his mvliip^ing glafs) all the evils 
which the bill now tended to prevent, with 
twenty thoufand more of rapine, injuflics, cruelty, 
violation of rights and charters, weakening of par* 
liamcntary faith, &c. v^ould all have danced be- 
fore his eyes at once. 

No'V, Sir Richard allced, what was the C2ufc 
of that diCFerence, fince the man viewing, and the 
pbjeft view^ed were identically the fame? It was 
plainly owing to fome ftrong rays of a fide light 
that darted from the Eajl, and perhaps a little 
horizontally from the North, upon the pupil of 
the Right Honourable Secretary’s eye, fo that 
without having recourfe to the folutions of a 
K^wtoh, a Priefliey ox a Franklin, they might 
affirm, that is was certainly that fan^p North-Eajl 
light which had fuch a powerful eflfe^K upon* the 
Iccing (or to fpeak iiioi-e.philofophical^) on the 
faculties oT the Right, Honourable iS^cretary. 
But^ he faid,*'tBat*thfe' RighfHoxiourabte frath^ 

' * of 
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of the bill was never without either of the ? 
glaifes he had mentioned, though^ as he ob!erved| < 
things appeared very different to him, according , 
to the medium through which he looked, and 
whether the particles of matter of which he was 
compofed were placed on that fide of the Houfc 
or the other. 

Seated on that illuftrious bench, on which the 
fun always (hone, when he viewed the bill 
through his magnifying glafs, in the firft place, it 
much aggrandized himfelf, and all his influence as 
a Minifter of State, infomucb that he looked as if 
he really could carry the India- Houfe on his back, 
as a print juft publilhed humouroufly reprcfented 
him to be doing. 

Secondly, it aggrandized the feven Commif- 
fioners, or holy emperors, and their eight alfiftant 
DireSors. 

Thirdly, it aggrandized needy adherents, and 
raifed them from Lilliputians to Brobdinagians and 
Patagonians, , • 

As to the Right Honourable Gentleman’s viuU 
iiplying glafs, as he at prefent held it up to look at 
the bill, 5n the firft place, ic greatly multiplied 
friends andj jobl:.crs, who would (lick to him at 
every ^in^*-^Over Jhoes, over boots. Secondly, 
it multiuJied all his various interefts, all his con- 
heQio^4 all his powers, not only at home in this 
country, but by fea and land, and al] over the 
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globe. But ’when be had faid, that it multiplied 
all his powers, he muft except his intelleftual 
powers, and his powers of eloquence, as he really 
thought thefe could not be magnified or mvltipiied. 

Thirdly, which was by far the beft of all its 
multiplying powers, it multiplied the rupees and 
the guineas, if not to the '■^lation, yet to the 
happy favorites who were to tafte the fweets of the 
bill for five whole years to come. 

And now leaving optics, Sir Richard Hill faid, 
he would make an cafy tranfition (at lead he would 
make a tranfition, whether an eafy one or not) 
from allegory to the bill itfelf, the particular parts 
and claufes of which, he ftiould leave to be dif- 
culled by thofe who were much more equal to lb, 
great a work than he was. 

He Ihould therefore only obferve, with regard 
to the principle and fpirit of the bill in general, 
that they appeared to him fo exceedingly oppofite 
to the whole genius of the Conflitution, and to 
thefe benign laws by which it was fupported, that 
the Diredors were hardly allowed the privileges 
which in courts of judicature were granted to fe* 
Ions ; for in cafes of felony, feizure and confifca* 
tion never took place till after convi^on, where- 
as, in the prefent inftance, the parties were not 
even accufed of any fpccific crime. 1 
But Ihould the bill pafs the Houfc (the,^Haufe 
he hoped, would pardon the fuppOfuion/ it muft 
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afFord much fatisfaftion indeed to thofe who were 
nearly interefted in it, efpecially to the body of 
petitioning DireSors ; that they had powerful 
friends in the other Houfe to plead their caufe^ and 
to fupport their rights : he meant the noble Pro- 
tefting Duke at the head of the Treafury Board, 
who, when the Eaft India Regulating Bill was 
brought in, juft ten years ago, (which ftill did not 
go near fo- far as the prefent) teftified his hearty 
diffent from it in the following terms : 

1. ‘‘ Becaufe it was not only an high and dan- 
gerous violation of the yet unqueftioned charter 
of the Company, but a total fubverfion of all the 
principles of the law, and conftitution of this coun- 
try. 

2 , “ Becaufe the eleftion of executive officers 
in Parliament, is plainly unconftitutional, pro- 
duftive of intrigue and faftion, and calculated for 
extending a corrupt influence in the Crown., It 
frees Minilters from refponfibility, whilft it leaves 
them all the effeft of patronage,” 

Thus protefted the noble Duke, and, Sir 
Richard doubted iK)t, but he would be as fleady 
in his principles till death, as the muchdaniented 
Marquis, wiio joined wkh him in the proteft. 

He remembered that the Right Hon. Secretary 
J^lTerted, when this Bill was read the firft time, that 
charges of peculation were withheld, becaufe mo- 
ney was. fent oyer to the Direftors, which flopped 

theix 



;( 7 « ) 

t])eir and preventedjiheir complaints, lie 

doubited not but the Right Honourable Gentleman 
himfelf what he faid, when he afferted this, 
and that the fame Right Honourable Gentleman 
Knew; full well, that money had, indeed, a w-on- 
derful power of flopping mouths, and of changing 
mens language, (and even their connexions) ; yea, 
that it out*-did. what the poet faid of mufic, that 
it had 

— charms to foothe the fav^ige breafl, 

To fu/tca locks, or bend the knoi-ted oak. 

But how far it had been done in, the cafe before 
them, remained yet to be proved. , 

Before he fat down, he mull obferye that it 
ought to have much weight, that the firll commer- 
cial, city in the world had exprelTed a difapproba- 
4i6n of ti^is hill by dete];pining in Coairoon Coun- 
cil to petition the Houfe againft it. And he|nuft 
add that he was happy to fee fo full an attendance 
ufoii a matter of fuch vail confequence, and that 
notwithftanding the Right Honourable, Secretary 
rtoft unhandfoniely, in his opinion, refufed to put 
off the fecond reading of the bill, till the day of the 
call; , though by way of apolpgy fojj^tbat refufJ, 
an .Hpn. Fiiend of his, and a great^ornament to 
hi* profcITion, afked, in his naaiden fpeech, how 
it was ppffible for the gentlemen who were to be 
ionunpned j to abend the call, , to make . tbep^elves 
mailers .of this important bupnefSj whilft |)tj^ wore 

faid, 
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coming up pod upon the foad« ? Sir Richard Hill 
faid, he wiflied always to learn wifdom from the 
arguments of his honourable friend, as every body 
mud who attended to him. He would beg to alk 
in return, what profound knowledge of this Rill 
were thofe Gentlemen likely to enter the Houfe 
with, who had been roufed out of their beds at one, 
two, or three o’clock in the morning, by the arli- 
val of miniftefial meffengers, with mandates to 
mount then up to town with the celerity of air 
balloons, in order that they might be in tihie 
enough for the divifion that evening. What was 
to inform and determine the judgment of thofe 
Gentlemen on that arduous occafion ? Why they 
were to look at the Treafury Bench, tocaft their 
eyes round the Houfe to fee who faid ayt and who 
faid 71 ^, who went out and who ftaid in, and 
upon thefe mriis weife to depend the annihilation 
of an ancient charter, the charaSers of many 
refpeClable individuals, and the feizure of goods 
and property. In fihort, the fate of Caefar and of 
Rome, < 

Mr. Hated what had been the con* Mr. Jtn- 

duQ: of the when the Regulating Bill palfed, 

reminding flkm that the Rate of the Company’, 
affairs was then referred to a Committee of £n- 
(joiry, and that he had been the Chairman 'oftho 
Committee.' Mr; Jenkinfon, prefled for thfe^ 
and reprobated the Bill. 

Mr/ 
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Mr.Boottie. Mr. BooHk itthxtA, he* wiflbed it to be explor-r 
cd, whether the Court of Direftors ftatement of 
the Company, or that given by the Secretary of 
State, was the true one, before the Bill was com- 
mitted. Mr« Boottle laid, he had 4000I. India 
Stock, but he had rather let it all go to the ground, 
than affent to fuch a Bill as that before the Houfe, 
untefs he was convinced that it was abfolutely 
neceflfary. 

Mans- Mr. MaA^eld^ in a vcryable fpeecb, defended the 
Bill^ refeued it from the calumny thrown upon itj 
and proved that it did not deferve the'conftruflion 
put upon it by Mr. Jenkinfon. . . 

Mr. Grcn- Mr. GhuvUle, in correft and animated language, 
fupported Mr. Pitt’s motion for adjournment, and 
urged with great carneftnefs the indecency of fend- 
ing tberiilltoa Committee fo precipitately, when 
only a Angle day’s poftponcment was defired.-^ 

Lord Malt- Loi'd Maitkmd, in z, ftrain of honeft warmth, 
fupported the bill, and juftified it bn every prin-* 
ciple upon which it had been attacked He de- 
clared it drew influence from its lurking place, 
and fet it in full view of the Houfe of Commons ; 
fo fituat^d, his Lordfliip faid, it wa/| not to bfe 
feared; it was therefore puerile to pretend an 
alarm where there was not the leaft caufe for inf ^ 
His Lordfhip declared his thotough. confidence in 
his friend Mr. Fox, and chained the opponents 
of the bill with having ftifted thdr grcwod ^fince 

the 
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the firfl; day of the feOion,. when they called put 
fo vehemently for a fyftcm, 

Mr. Hujfey very candidly faid, if the divifiop Mr. Hufley. 
went upon the qucftion of the commitment, he 
would divide for the commitment, becaufe he 
thought that bill, or fome bill,, immediately ne- 
ceffary. He alfo faid, if the adjournment was 
really defired, only to obtain more information, 
he would vote for it, but if it was merely for the 
purpofe .of delay, he (hould oppofc it. Mr. 

Hufley Hated two points in regard to Mr. Fox’s 
obfervations and obje^ions, in which he differed 
from that gentleman. 

Mr. Fox explained himfelf upon both. Mr. Fo?. 

Mr. Erjkinc began with obferving, that if the Mr.Erfltine 
Houfe were to adjourn its deliberations till thofe 
gentlemen informed themfelves, who feemed to 
fet all information a(;.,defiance, there was an end of 
alt profpe£l of decifion. On the day the bj/l was 
Crd propofed by the Right Honourable Secretary, 
the Honourable Gentleman, who had moved on 
that day for an adjejurnment for further confider-» 
ation, had ^bcJldly pronounced it to be infaipous 
in principli,, and ruinous in policy, and that it 
did npt deserve one. moment's refleftion, dehring, 
however, at the fame time, a week to refleft upon 
it.. Blit, even that contradiQion, grofs as it mull 
^PP24r,,,wa5 nothing to the propolltion ^f that 
the Honourably Qentleipan, after once 
L 2 more 
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more declaiming agsdnlt the bilhas radically defeflive 
in all its principles, dnd pronouncing upon the im^ 
poffibility of its being endured for a moment hy 
the Houfe, yet begged that it might not be trufted 
td its determination, and afked one day to ex« 
amine into the comments made by Mr. Fox upon 
the Company’s accounts, as being abfolutely necef* 
fary to guide their determination, though, be had 
fald, not a moment before, the Company's folven- 
cy, or infolvency, had nothing to do with the 
queftion, as no ftate that could be imagined would 
cure the objeSions he found, to the injuftice and 
impolicy of the proceeding* ^ 

Would the Honourable Gentleman (land up 
and declare, that if he (Mr. Erlkine) Ihould throw 
him his pencil acrofs^he table, and fay, blot out 
thofe fibres that are to be found in the account, 
and infert any others you think fit, that there 
was any poffible ftate of the Company's affairs 
which he could form cut of figures that would 
bring him round to vote for the bill : Would he 
fay fo as a man of honour ? And if not, was it not 
a mQft palpable felf-evident plan ot'procraftina- 
tion, to delire time to know wheth^lr thofe ob- 
fervations on the accounts were tru^ which, 
whether true or falfe, h? could not pretend to fay 
would change any one of his ruling fentiments on 
the fubje£t: That fuch condu£f, however, icould 
tfot but deprive thepi pf one vote ; for that an Hon. 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman (Mr. Huflcy) had a little before declared 
he fliould approve of the adjournment, unlefs he 
could be convinced that it was a mere fcheme of de- 
lay ; and that as he knew that gentleman’s mind too 
well, not to be certain that fuch abfurdity and con- 
tradiftion would fliock and difguft him, he would 
venture to count upon him as (laying in the Houfe 
on the decifion, upon his promife, that his vote was 
to depend upon his belief of what no man of his fenfe 
could diftelieve. Mr. Erflcine faid, that the whole 
plan of moving the adjournment was firft to declaim 
themfelves againft the Bill, and then to move a new 
queftion, to prevent the fupporters of the Bill from 
defending its principle, and vindicating its neceffity ; 
that it might go fohh into the world, that thofe who 
Tupported Minifters, had no 4ireafon but ff^up- 
tion to give for their conduft : thus the BiftVas 
to be cried down within the Houfe by un- 
njeaning and intemperate declamation, and with- 
out it by prints and .hand-bills ; but he thought it 
a duty he owed to himfelf and to the public, whofe 
^oice he refpeSed, not to be fo held back from 
jiving his reaWns for thinking the Bill juft in iS 
principle, and wife in all its objects ; that what- 
‘Ver gentlemen might think fit to admit that day, 
might appeal to all who beard him, that both 
*desof the Houfe had over and over again agreed, 
tbeafFairs of the Eaft Indies had been fora long 
condutlcd in a marner ruinous to the interefts,- 

and 
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ftndaif^^l tb the charaSer of the nation, and 
that all OUT calamities there had arifen from the 
defed of a due 'controul over the governments 
of India, from the want of a government Here 
fuiBciently liable and important ; the Eatl- India 
Company being originally creSed into a corpo- 
ration for the purpofes of commerce, and riot for 
political fovercignty: That this accounted for 
thole relaxations in their orders, which had pro- 
duced opprelTion, plunder, depopulation, and 
famine. That when fuch ruinous defefts were 
univerfally felt in the fyllem that exidcd at pre- 
fent, the Houfc ought to liften wkh the greaieff 
temper to the propofition of anomer j if it waj 
defeflive, it might be corredled : But that in dif 
ru ffiM the princi|ile, it was not enough to find- 
fauUrwith it, without being able to fubftitute a 
better, fince both fidil agreed that fome new 
fyllem was abfolutely neceflary. As tg the right 
of adopting the new fyllem, when the nccelfity 
Of abolilhing the old was admitted, he went much 
fcriher than was neceflary for the fupport (rf the 
Rll, which proceeded principall^pon the abufe 
of authority by the Court of Proprietors j where- 
ks he always thought the very exiftence of fuch 
a body, for the purpofe of governing fo immenfe- 
ly inri{»rtant ah empire, bf a ballot of men 
women, and foreightfrs, enemies to our profpf 
‘rity, #ds impolitic and abiurd. 
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That while the Eaft-lndia Company continudi^ 
body merely commercial, it was very fit that 
ey Ibould appoint their own {a&ots to regulate 
eir trade, and their military officers, who pro* 
fled it i but that no analogy to that fiate rC'^ 
ained now, finc^ by the advancement of com- 
ercc', and the acceflion of territories Veiling in 
e ftate, private trade had become infeparably 
innefted with public credit and public govern- 
ent. In fuch a condition of things, was it fit 
at private fubjedls (hould rule over the terri* 
ries of tht^fiate, without being under its con* 
ouling powers, and, by mifmanagement, not 
ily to rifle me lofs of them, but to throw the 
hole empire into war ? If the fovereignty over 
le Eail-Indies belonged to Crown agl the 
ition, which no man could deny, fince.lF^was 
tprefsly excepted out every charter and aft 
' Parli^ent given to the Company, it was 
(ipoflible to fay that it was tyranny or injultice 
1 Parliament, to exercife that fovereignty at the 
ill of a ftrong neceflity. That a charter being' 
grant of pointers and privileges to individum, 
)r the benefit of the public, it was liable, in its 
cry nature, to revocation, when its continuatioh 
ecame detrimental, either^ from mifufes,‘,or a 
l>ange in ctrcumftances, notforefeen at the time 
f ‘its inflitution } and t(iat thofe who, admitting 
le nccefllty, oppofed the bill, on the foundstip»< 

of 
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df the Company’s choHst i>eing invioUUe, fel] 
into the fame abfurdities and contradi^iom that 
marked and difiinguiihed their whole condud. 

The Honourable Gentleman had called for 
a new .fyftem i no palliatives or emollients { yet, 
when the new fyftem came foith, he condemned 
It, bccaufc the Company’s chartered righti were 
not to be touched : He would be glad to know 
how it was pofliblc to adopt a new fyftem, by 
^Parliamentary authority, without ftriklng at thofe 
charters which entitled the Company to continue 
the old one. Gentlemen were fon^ of mixing 
the private injuftice with public impolicy, to pre- 
vent that contradiflion from beii^felt.: But be 
would firft force them to admit the right of al- 
terinj|lhe ebarte^if neceflity and policy jufti- 
fie^R,- and then proceed to Ihcw,. that there was 
in theinftance this juftilikation. They had, indeed, 
already admitted the right, by callingTor a new 
fyfteni, which could not be adopted wmou* that 
^ violation of the Company's charter which they 
^complained of. If, on thc*onc hand, their argu- 
Jfent, that they were inviolable, 'was juft, there 
cotsld be no fort of alteration at all, and the new 
fyftem which they called for was gone, right 
being equally fac^ei^ in all its degrees. If, on 
the otHfcr, they could be jtiftly altered, in one 
tlegree, upon one neceflfty, they might in' another 
•sopon another necelTity ; which brought the whole 

t» 
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to a queftion of policy, and put an end to the 
declamation concerning the infringement of the 
right. 

The Honotrrable Gentleman who fpoke of the 
novelty of this daring proceeding, had certainly 
never read the other afts, by which the Com- 
pany’s charters had been altered to a great extent. 
He had protefted, in the name of thd Company, 
againft fcvcral of them as counfel at the bar, 
without any effeft. The Regulating Aft, in 
1773, gave to Parliamentary Commiffioners the 
whole military and civil government of India, 
unfortunatj^ly giving it to perfons abroad, without 
a due^controul at home, which inverted the order 
of governn^nt and fubordination. He did not, 
however, blame the noble Lord, who was then 
Minifter, for thai arrangei||fnt, fince the affairs 
of theEaft^ight not then have juftiHl what 
they did now, and thf'minds of men might not 
have been prepared to fupport the change. 

He tnen dated the different afts by which the 
dividends of the Eaft India Company had been 
reftrained, to Ihcw ^at Parliament had even goHe 
farther than by the preftm bill, as thefe adlftaf- 
fefted the property of individuals, by reffr|in- 
ing the dividends, whereas the prefent only, put 
then) under a public trq^. ^ This was not a bill 
penalties or crnififcation, but calculated to im- 
prove and fecure th^ territorial revenues and 
M comme(,ce 
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commerce of the Eaft, to thofe who were entitled 
to an immediate perfonal benefit from them, only 
fecuring it to them in a manner more confiftcnc 
with the general interefts of tbe 'poblic. 

Great clamours had been raifed againft the 
ciaufc which authorifed the new Gomnnilioners to 
feize on the books, money, aad boxes of the 
Company, wliich had been compaied to the im- 
pudence of a robber, who fliould break into a 
man's houfe, and call himfelf his truftee ; but he 
had not fuch a defpicable opinion of his audience, 
as to think it neceflary to diilingnifli the unau- 
thorized afl of one individual towards ^c>ther, for 
his own private purpoies, to the lupcrintcnding 
care of public councils, in a cafe wnlre it could 
not ,be aflerted that one farthing of private pro- 
perty was intended ^ be diverted ; for.thc divi- 
dends^llre ftill to oe regulated 1^ Parliament, 
as they had been before, the Afts he had al- 
luded to. That fetting afidc all thefc^bftracl 
principles, there was good ground forthc bilhon 
the fcore of mifufc : For that, Mr. Fox had truly 
pid, they had abdicated the government over the 
£# To prove this, he ftated the»proceedings 
of the Seleft Committee, which fat for months 
exatpining witneffes and records, on whole report 
the Houfe had reft^v^ to recal Mr. Haftings } 
the fiinilar rcfolutions afterwords by the Dirco 

tors 
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tors cm the fame evidence, and not on the au- 
thority of the refolution ; the vote of the Pro-, 
prietors defeating the operation of both, in the 
ludden tumult of a ballot, without looking at a 
record, or alking a queftion ; and the thanks 
voted, without evidence, in the fanw tiunultous 
nnanner to Mr. Ilaftings, on the arrival of his 
letter fetting the Direftors at defiance. He faid, 
that the Proprietors who voted thefe thanks, 
under all thefe circumftances, even if Mr. Haf- 
tings had all the merit they imputed to him, 
without Hidcnce, abdicated their own govern- 
menofover Eaft.Indies, and gave up, at the 
fame time, the fovereignty of Parfiament over it, 
which left it no alternative between the dcllruc- 
tion of the Proprietors au((((brity and tl|||prreu- 
dcr of its 0#). < g «* 

He then proceeded to confider the policy of 
the nef fyftem. Tt had been faid to be a bill 
introduced by Minifters for their own private 
purpofes, rather than for the objeds of Govern 

ment. A bold affertion, when the regulatioifs 

of the other bill were attended to, which iVfar 
from leaving to Minifters, or their fubftitutes, 
the uBcontrouled diredion, marked, .out their 
duty in the moft^fpccifidlttetins. 
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He he Ihould not then difcufs them, is 
being properer for the Committee, but that they 
* contained upon the whole a body of reform equals 
ly important to interefl and charaftcr of the 
nation. That the powers were given to the Com<* 
milTionei^ gootl behaviour, fubjefl: only 

to the removal on the addrefs of both Houfes, to 
give fl ability to Government, the want of which 
bad been ruinous, and which could not be obtain- 
ed in any other way while the prefent (late of par- 
ties in England continued. As to the influence of 
the Crown, be thought it was the dutji^f every 
Member of Parliament to attend to i|^ advances, 
but that it was too much to fay, that the moft im- 
portant trufts of Government were to be left to 
piivat^jMjn, and to mpmen, and foreigners, for . 
fear th^egiflature fhould Dej'vcrt thupowers that 
ever follows government, to the ruin^ of the con- 
flitutiori. Was there to be no governme||t, be* 
caufe it was fubjeft to abufes ? And were we not 
t^cboofe the lead of evils, becaufe we could not 
attain jperfeftion : That there was a fuflBcient 
ftreiH|th in the Houfe to punifh an abufe of the 
powers given by the bill, and that it was di(ho* 
nourablp tq the houfe to fupport its own honelly, 
becaufe of the patroUagp that attended Govern- 
ment : That it was mighty ^afy to deal in general 
charges of corruption, but that be trufted that 

tbete 
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there was as much concern for the public on the 
part of government, as in thofe that oppofed it. 

Mr. Macdonald rofc in anfwcr to Mr. Erlkinc, 
and began with obferving, that he fliould not 
think himfelf warranted, either from the lalene& 
of the hour, or the folemnity of the eecafion, to 
follow that gentleman, by making his own pane- 
gyric, or that of any other perfon. He agreed 
with him, however, in referring all to the pane- 
gyric or condemnation of mankind, who would 
pafs their fentence upon the candour and decency 
of Miniftei|l, in refufing fo much time for the ex- 
amination oi^contefted accounts, feme of which 
had not even been read to the Houfe, as would 
clapfe till the handle of that clock returned to the 
figure to which it was at tl# moment jilting. 
He faid, tha<lhe queftj^n in^s prefent form was 
but a narrow <5ne, and that he fhould, in confor- 
mity to'iegularity in debate, have confined himfelf 
ftriQly to it, had not fome obfervations fallen from 
Mr.'Erlkine, which muft not pafs unanfwercd*^* 
With refpeft to the queftion of adjournp^t, 
with what juftice could it be faid, that thofe mi- 
portant accounts were not ofie of the foundation 
ftones on which the Minifter had built pica of 
neceflity ? A gentleman p#ilfarly verfed in thofe 
accounts, profefled hijafelf a friend to the com- 
mitment of this Bill, and yet differed ^entirely 
from the Secretary's defajeation, by the mode tf 

Hating 
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Hating the’ freight, a very extenfive ai:tkle one 
way or the other. The Secretary had fcarcely 
finilhed his aflertion, that the debt from the , Vi- 
zir was perfeftly dcfperate, when the General 
(Smith) behind him declared that he was fatisBed, 
that debt not paid; that the debt from Tan- 
jore was ^fo called a debt, to be obtained, by 
armaments and rapine ; to which it had been an- 
fwered, that it was but one years arrear of a tri- 
bute, comparatively fmall, and in general regur 
larly paid. That the whole dead flock, of the 
Company was flruck o(F at one bloi^ and even 
their extenfive property inXondon |liimated by 
furveyors at 250,000!. was not allowed them in the 
account, and their own capital flock, was confi- 
derei^l a debt duf|^0 others. Nay, an account 
prefeirod in evidence, f^evying th^y; the circum- 
fiances of the Eaft India t^ompany were far better 
now, than in the year 1773, had not e|en been 
read, although at that period the authors of ihis 
'Bill thought it impolitic and unjufl, to interfere 
merely by way of prevention. How far all thofe 
ciWimftances fhould be admitted or excluded 
from the ftatement given in, without farther evi- 
dence, without farther information, without far- 
ther conuderation,>h^ would not for one deter- 
mine i but faid, fince that evidence and confider- 
atioti WBS refufed, the confcquence muft inevi* 
tibly be, that he mufl take the account given in to 

be 
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be tm^ when compelled to,divide in the motjenf, 
and precluded from examining the grounds oil 
which it had been attempted to impeach it. 
Could it be conceived that a delay of a few hours 
could be ferioufly meant as a colohr for procrafti* 
nation ? How many would undertake to fay that 
they could decide on a fuddcn, upon controver- 
fies arifing in the Houfc out of the fiature and 
courfe of the Eaft India trade : fuch as could 
net, he argued, muft agree to the Ihort adjourn- 
ment ; if they did not, they could only proceed in 
the Bill, admitting what the Company ftated to be 
literally trim. Having urged thefe arguments 
with his utmoft force, he obferved, that as it was 
plain that the time alked for would be refufed, he, 
fhould next advert to what he confidered as the 
mod alarming wound to th^onllitution gf this 
country that ever bad been given ; that*tr trap 
was laid for the liberties^ the nation by this niea- 
furc, and that it was attempted to entangle mens 
judgmei^s, by hurrying them through accounts 
at one moment, and attacking their feelingsNby 
pathetic accounts of the mifeonduft of the Com- 
pany’s fervants , at .another. Mr. Erflcine, he dd- 
ferved,; had fet out . with fayipg, that a fyjlm had 
^cen called for, and was now objefted to when 
produced; but what was ^laf Jyjkm?^K moft 
compundious* one indeed, which muft be com- 
piled. in thefe. few w^’ds ; Givo India tojme for 
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Jive yean certain^ aid J ynll mmage it Jorycu. 

tl^an thf^ different grounds bad been laid, oa 
three difierent days, for this enormous , defign. 
At the opening of the feOion, it was grounded on 
a defeription of Mr. Haftings’s conduft, which 
he, who bad laboured hard in the fervice of the 
Houfe, and had ferved his apprenticefhip to that 
bufinefs, Mwuld undertake to (hew was, in many 
inftances, without folid foundation, and in every 
ii^ftance, exaggerated, although he condemned 
the policy in many points. This, however, was 
a work of great detail, and not then ncceflary. 
On a fubfequent day, it was groundedon the fiip- 
pofed bankruptcy of the Company ^ anlit wm now 
grounded by the Honourable Gentleman on a ra- 
dical defect in the fy ftem. How came that radical 
dcfe6l, which mull^ever have been operating, to 
haveifccn referved Tor his dffcovery ? The truth 
was, that mifcondu^l ofdervants, extortion, and 
radical defc61: of fyftem, where there was fomc 
ground for them, were the hackneyed \ileas for 
fubverting the rights of men ; they were the pre* 

. cite grounds upon v/hich that moft infamous of all 
i||lances« the Qiio Warranto, againft the City of 
London^ hinted a%by the Counfel, was ground- 
ed. Thd fjroilarity of the arguments then and, 
now uid, was .as^ftriking as the rcfcmblancc 
of the cafes themfelves; and he could not help 
readii)g two or three ]^affages of the Attorney 

Genetjd'* 
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General’s reply, which was the neateft e{)i^ome«f 
the argument now ufed by the Minifter and his 
friends. It was fo clofe, that even the ftale allu* 
fion of the phyfician and his patient was omitted, 
but he believed it would be for the future, after an 
obfervation made by a gentleman, whofe good 
fenfc could only be exceeded by his good humour 
when he obferved, that this Bill called in fifteen 
doSors to a patient requiring fome afliftance, who 
began by bleeding, vomitting, and bliftitring, and 
binding him in a ftrait waillcoat. Mf. Macdondd 
here read Ae palTages, changing the word Cily for 
Cmpany^ much were^exailly appofite, and ended 
with thefe -words of the Attorney General, that hs 
was only gently laying his hands upon (heir Charter for 
their cure. • 

He proceeded to advert' to Mr, Erika’s diC- 
tinftion between the . right to violate the charter, 
and the policy of doing it, and faid th^ diflihflion 
was foqnd, but diat when he, Mr. Erlkine talked 
of its ^iaving been maintaintd, that charters were 
immulahle, by thofe who themfelves had brought 
in a bill, 4>''PP>”g ‘he prgprietors of all Heir 
chartcradfights, he'aCeribed«q.tbem moll unmean- 
ing, IlufiFy which they ii,cver liad the folly to aflert, 
apd was tnillaken ip the fa£l, as to the fill alluded 
tp,. ■ , 

The dcClrine refp?fiing. the infringement of 
charters*. was, finiple and well known--either ep- 
N ■ treme 
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tfwc p{ the propolition Was ebfurd, either 
they were to be altered, much lefs cancelled with- 
out ceremony, or that they were never in any 
poflible cafe to be meddled with — The true line 
was, that ftateneceffity would juftify an alteration, 
provided that it were ftriftly commenfurate to the 
neceffity. The reafon was obvious, becaufe where 
two parties contraSed in the ordinary way, nei- 
ther of them had the power to infringe or annul it, 
but a third tribunal mufl; be reforted to : whereas 
in a cafe of a contraft with the public, the one 
party was compleatly in the power the other. 
It was then the true queftion in the prefent cafe, 
whether it was neceflary to cut down the char, 
ter, rQC^t and branch, or whether many amend- 
ments, far ftiort of fo defperate a violation of con- 
traft, would not be fufficient. He contended that 
the bill brought ^n laft year proved that they 
would, and avowed himfelf to have had a great 
hand in the formation of tbatibill, and would 
refer to it to prove that the interference of the 
llockholders, was infringed in the Jingle injlance of 
balhg no (liare in chufing the fuperior fervants in 
India. He proceeded to obferve on that bill at 
fomc len^, in order to Ihew that none other than 
negative or preventive powers, fuch as thofe of 
recalling the fervants in India, or difapproving the 
choice o| the Direftors, were given to the IVlini- 
llers, andihat to confolidate the governing j^wer 

there, 



( 9 * ) 


there, and ngdaU it herci together t\rith an anxi- 
ous attention to the rights of the natives, were the 
leading objefts of it. But, faid he, advert to the 
political confequences of the prefent bill. Influ- 
ence arifing from a patronage of near two mil- 
lions a year is to be thrown into the hands of a 
particular party, which means a particular Mini/ler, 
for a leafe of five years. Mr. Erflcine, he obfeiv- 
cd, had acculed thofe who viewed this in two dif- 
ferent lights, of inconCfiency. Some fuppofing it 
to be adverfe to the power of the Crown, others 
the direft reverfe. But the confufion was of his 
own creating ; for when coupled with the legiti- 
mate influence of tfie Crown, it was plain it mull 
add to it tenfold ; but if this iajlard influence 


fhould be contrafled by thofe fubjefls to whom it 
was to be leafed; with the legitimate influence of 
the Crown, a conflift would enfue, which might 


crulhthis conftitution in the fliock. He reminded 


Gentlemen of the difguft with which he had re- 
peatedly heard, that the bankrupt Nabob of Arcot, 
as he had been ftiled in the debate, had thruft five 
or fix members into that Houfe. What th^ was 
to be expefled from the fovereign of Bengal Ba- 
har, and Orixa, of our Ciryars, and other pof* 
feflipns in the Carnatic, or on the <;(|ill of Ma- 
labar ; from the univerfal and exclufive merchant 
to India and China, and the Commiflioneis of a 
vail Handing army, and great trading fleet I Cep- 
N 2 tiemen 
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tiemen tnuft think that the ancient coaftitutsoil 
of mutual fervices and ^ kindnelles, which have 
Johg bound them and their counties and boroughs 
together, would foon be broken through by a, 
candidate furniihed with a ticket from an Indian 
Commiffioner, who might promife every thing, 
and readily perform a great deal That he nc^- 
ver Ihould give his confent to a meafure which muft 
hav^ this , efFett; and which left it uncertain 
where the rmrfion of this irrefiftible power was to 
fall •, that- he fhould on every occafion, and in 
every ftage of it, monlbm pedibufjuey. opjiofc a Bill, 
which left the Crozvn indeed where it was, but 
placed the feepfrt in another hand, Mr. Mac- 
donald concluded with a handfome apology to 
the Houfe for their indulgence and attention: 

Mr.Uemp* yix.^'DmpJltr faid, this was one of the greateft 
and moll important queftions that ever came be- 
foie the Foufe. He hoped, therefore, it would 
be deliberately difeuffed and wifely decided. With 
regard to the violation of charters, he declared',, 
he thought all chartered lights Ihould be held in- 
violable, the rights derived from one charter only' 
excepted/ He faid he meant the* charter ctf the* 
Eaft. India Company. That ^was thcTingle ebar-^ 
ter that ou^t in bis mind to be deilroyed for the ^ 
lake of this country, for the fakq of India, and* 
for the fake of humanity." He' complimented^ 
Lerd^JoboXavcndilh (m wilh Seclared^in the^ 

Houfe 
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Houfe more than 6hce, that every European wat 
driven out of India, and that we only enjoyed thje 
commerce of that part of Afia, in like manner 
as we enjoyed that of China. He lamented that 
the navigation to India had ever been difcovered, 
and conjured Miniflersto abandon all idea of fo* 
vereignty in that quarter of the globe. It would, 
he faid, be much wifer for them to make feme 
one of the native Princes king of the country, 
and to leave India to itfelf. After cautioning the 
Houfe againll running down the Court of Pro* 
prietors, MritDempfter find, he fa.w which way 
the Houfe was iuclined and therefore he Ihould 
withdraw, as he would not vote againft his prin- • 
ciples for the throne of Delhi. 

Mr. Thornton made a fliort fpcech agamfl; the Mr. Thom- 
Bill, and in fupport of the motion of adjourh- 
ment.' 

Sir Henry Fletcher declared, he entirely agreed 
with the Honourable Gentleman that fpoke laft 
tut one fMr. Dempfter) that it was qpjfi’ of the 
greatefl queftlons that ever came before that 
Houfe. But let them view it fo far as it refpefted 
India, there they wbuld find that Providence bad 
placed under the Britifli government upwards of 
twenty millions of people, who had a right to be 
Well governed, and agreeable to their own laws 
^ndctiftdins; he alfo agreed with the Honour- 
able Gcnticfrian, that it would have been much 

better 
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better for this country, and for Euliopc in gene- 
ral, if the navigation to the Eaft Indies had never 
been difeovered, but they muft now confider their 
prefent fituation there and at home ; and he could 
not agree with the Honourable Gentleman, that it 
would be right to give up their poffeffions there, 
for were they to evacuate them, (ome other Euro- 
pean nation would feize them, moft probably 
France, and then this nation, once fo glorious, hav- 
ing loft her wellern and eaftern empires, would be- 
come infignificant in the eyes of Europe and the 
world. Seeing the quell ion in this gi'eat national 
point of view, he the day before had rcfigned the 
high fituation, which he held at another place, 
that his mind might be free and open to 
judge of a queftion of fueb great importance. 

Sir Henry faid, he would now take a very Ihort 
view of the prefent ftatc of our affairs in India; 
our lad advices faid, that the Mahrattah peace was 
concluded ; he wiflbed that might be cafe ; there 
were fome fufpicious circumfianccs attending it, 
and pUe open breach of it, by the capture of one 
of our (hips, fomc months after the ratification ; 
But, however, our orders were given for the refto- 
ja,tion of all our conquefts to the Marattahs, and 
a new treaty was negociating, and far advanced , 
with Mad. Sindie for a partition of the dominions 
of Tippoo Saib, the fucceffor of Hyder Ally, 
fhould be not accept the terms ftipulatcd for him . 

in 
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in the Mahrattah treaty. Tippoo Saib, fo far frowr 
claiming any benefit from that treaty, marched 
Ills army rapidly to his northern provinces, which 
were invaded by our army under General Mat- 
thews ; he found the province of Bednour taken* 
and our army difperfed all over it, which, with 
I their General, furrender to him; and all the pro- 
vince, except Mangulore and one fmall place, with 
their garrifons, by laft advices, were in his hands. 
Mangulore was bcfieged, and we were fending re- 
inforcements to their afliftance. We had alfo 
invaded his fouthern provinces with another army 
by the way of Tanjour. The peace of Europe 
was known in India ; we had now a large force to 
fpare on the Corpmandel coaft, and Ihould the 
partition treaty go on, it was impoflible for any 
one to fay where this war might end, ' The 
Nizam and the Rajah of Berar were well known 
to be much diCgufted at the Mahratta treaty made 
by Sindie, and Ihould they join their forces to Tip- 
poo Saib, the war might be long and ruinous. 
Such was, Sir Henry declared, the prefent Hate of 
the War in India, and it was well known, the dif* 
agreements that fuGbfted between all our own go- 
vernments, which had been carried to alarming 
lengths. For all thefe reafons, refpetting India, 
be thought it abfolutely neceffary that fomething 
Ihould be done immediately, to form a regular 
permanent government for that country. 


He 
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■ » HeiTOQldtMt^ ^7fhort t!)e<]tteAicm 
lkt home. Th^ Secret CIcRitfiittCei of 4 bat Hoofe, 
«f^r fitting «bove a year, enquiring into the caufci 
of the war in It^di^i-^tne to many refolutions, 
which the H<^fe- adopted in. May, 1788, one oi 
which was, that tbtt £aP:-India Oire^is ought to 
remove the Governors of Bengal and Bombay.— 
The Court of Direftors, in conlequence, began 
an enquiry into their condi;i6);. The General 
Court of Proprietors met foon alter, and came to 
a refo^ion, that , the Court of I)ire£lots lliould 
not carry into effefl any refolution they might 
come to, ,refpe£ling thofe gentlemen, without firfl 
reporting to them-^in Odober following, the 
Court came to refolutions, and lad them before 
the Cqurt of Proprietors, agreeable tp their order; 
The Court , of Proprietors difapproved of them, 
and ordered the ^ui;t of .piredorstto refdn^ 
them, and tranfmh the whole proceedings to India. 

The Court of Direflors complied, and agree- 
able to a£l of Parliament, tranfmitted their letter 
to his Majefiy’s Secretary of State for his approval. 
The Secretary difapproved the letter, 'forbid, it 
going to India, and laid the whole before Parlia- 
ment, by order of his Majelly, at the beginning' of 
lad felHons. The general peace of Europe at that 
time engaging die whole of the attent ion of -Pat' 
liament, India a&airaj,.w^r 
prefiing tiecelfitie&''4>f the 

therf 
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thetrt t 6 ij)ply 10 Parlitodiit fdr pecuniary relief. 
Parliament flill witting to go into the ‘India bufl- 
ncfs, that feffion granted the Compay^hen only a 
temporary relief of goOjOodl. On thei# 6wn bonds; 
this he thought was 'in the month of April— 
Public bufinefs flilleilga^hg the attention of Par- 
liament, and India bufinefs not coming on, and 
the neceflities pf the Company being ftill preffing, 
they urged the Houfe for further affiftance ; and 
the confideration of that day was, that the India 
bufinefs was of fuch a magnitude, that if entered 
into at that late feafon, it might keep the Houfe 
fitting a great part Of the Summer, and perhaps 
have a very fmall attendance. The Houfe again 
agreed to give the Company a fttither temporary 
affiftance of about 1,200,0010^. by poftponement 
of Cuftom and Exchequer bills, which pafled 
into an a6l the beginning of July, and which Sir 
Henry faid, he thought expired forty days after 
the meeting oi the prefent feffions of Parliament. 
Thus it was, that the queftion of the India 
bufiiicfs forced itfelf upon the Houfe through 
ncceflity, and the Houfe in its wifdom was bound 
to fix fome permanent regulation at home and 
^ifoad. ' * 

had. been faid, that the bill gaire" tio pecu- 
niary relief to the Company ; it w;as trtJe it did 
noR bill of legula^^ but it would be 

toadriels^ fo regulatibte for thb 
0 Company, 
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Co^tipmjt and witbiMd the relief. 
carry the relation iotp e^ ; ^ dxrefore eouhl 
.not doubt but Adminiftration intended a fuU relief 
to the Contpany, and he wae dear that the Pj^ 
pnetors had an undoubted tight to an . eight per 
cent, dividend. This was his opinion, and hf 
thought he was well founded in it, when be knew 
that the public bad received about 3,500,000!. 
iince .we got poflelSon of the territorial acquificiona, 
and the Company, on an average, had had a 
fmaller dividend fince than before the acquilitipns, ' 
Sir Henry therefore thought they had a right to 
an eight per cent, dividend, even if the difference 
between hx and eight per cent, were to be paid by 
Government itfj^f. 

Much bad been ^ about the patronage of the 
Company, and the influence it might give to ids 
Majelty's Miniders. He bad been in the faigheft 
fituations of the Company m three adminiflrati^uis, 
and he did declare to that PlouTe, that he bad 
never found in any of tho& adminiftrations any 
attempts to take the. patronage out of its.ulual 
qourfe. There was, Sir Henry laid, a known end 
allowed patronage, given by the DircQors tplua 
Majefly’s Miniders for their afhftance in Indie 
efairs, ea<I he never knew tbein attempt tpfo 
l^ond it. . 

,4Jppn the whole, knowing, eshedidkM}w,|he 
p;e^g;ai^tie< of, the Compangr, at IiQn9t#t|4 

ab^d. 
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abroad, and thO want bf t^latTbO, Jk ^iS, he 
ihuft be fOr the commitment of the Wn. 

The Hon. Mr. Prajer faid, he found himfelf**'* 
called upon to ^ive his vote, and if he gave a 
filent one, he might be liable to mifcdnftruftion : 
be therefore begged the indulgence of the Houfe to 
hear bis reafons for the vote he Ihould give, in 
one fingle obfexvation *, that fince it was exploded 
nniverfaily, as abfurd, in all modern governments, 
to have a dominion within another, over which 
the parent flate had>no controul, and* as the 
mighty empire of India was of that nature, fraught 
with fatal powers to do injuries abroad, and mif> 
chiefs at home, it was high time to regulate thofe 
powers, fo as that one governsnent might dired 
and rule the wltole ; he ihould Uieirefoit vote for 
the bill's going into the Committee, not that he 
knew it was the bell poffible, ^t that he felt the 
objeft he had mentioned mull be obtained ; re< 
ferving to himfelf the power, when it was com* 
mittcd, to objefi to any part of it> whidt be 
could not in his confcience approve. 

Mr. Smvel Smith, jun. faid, diat the fituation, Mr. Smud 
in which he flood as a Uireflor of the Eaft- India 
Company, called upon him to defend thole ac- 
counts, 'Which, through the mif-ttaiement of the 
Right Hon. Secretary, tended to millead the 
jodgihedt of that Houfe : and that he would ha- 
fittdjhia'^Teputation to prove the aotbenddjgr of 
O 2 thofe 



[ IP9 ] 


l}K>fe aceounts evidence at the Bar, He waa^ 
proceeding to Hate a detail of the accounts, wheti 
the clamour was fo loud for the queflion, that it 
was itxipoffible for him to be beard ; but when they 
were again called to order, he faid, that he did 
uot wonder that thofe, who were willing to be- 
lieve the flatement of the Right Hon, Secretary to 
be true, (hould be defirous that no other informa- 
tion ihould be offered to thofe, who came there 
tp give an impartial decifion upon the merits or 
injullice of the bill. Nay, he did not wonder, 
that they appeared fo anxious to diffolve that afr 
fembly without obtaining a true knowledge of the 
Company's affairs, as he difeovered by their con- 
dud, through the whole of that bufinefs, fuch an 
indecent eagernefs to divide the fpoils. But be- 
ing again interrupted, by the clamour for the 
queflion, he with fome warmth obferved, that 
though he had not the abilities of a Cataline to 
attract the attention of the Houfe, he trufled he 
had the fpirit, the virtue, the common fenfe and 
fober reafon of a citizen of Rome. And that a^ 
long as they were permitted to deliberate in that 
Houfe, be would fpeak bis fentiments with free- 
dom ; hilt that bill fhould pafs into a law, he 
Ibpuld not be furprized to fee an armed force 
behind the Chair, to overawe its deliberations: 
^nd that in fuch a cafe he fhould come prepared, 
^ trufled every other perfon wopldi whq 

CpinciqH^-. 
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)lnci<]ed with hitn in opinion) with that wbich 
one would be neceffary, and which was the rc- 
uifitc of a Polilh Diet — Courage, But as the 
mention of the Houfe had been fo much exhaufted 
y the length of the debate, he would deliver his 
pinion in confutation of the Right Honourable 
ccretary s affertion in the other ftages of the bill; 
lit mull fay it was fomewhat extraordinary that 
ley objeSed to the queftion of adjournment for a 
lort time, and yet at the fame time would not 
ermit any Gentleman to corre6l ftatemenis. 

Mr. Smith was proceeding through a detail of 
guies, but the Houfe being extremely fatigued, 
id the clock lliewing it was half pad four in the 
lorning, the cry of the quejlion was fo loud, that 
Ir. Smith, after in vain complaining of the in- 
illice of the Houfe’srefufing to hear him defend 
imfelf, and the reft of the Direftors, defifted, 
nd faid, he would take a more favourable oppor* 
inity of offering what he meant to have faid, to 
leir confidcration. 

Mr. Alderman Tom/ficndrok with fome warmth Mr. Aider- 
3 reprobate fuch conduft in the Houfe, which he 
dd was both unfeemly and unjuft. That having 
card the Secretary of State attack the Court of 
lireSors, and charge them with grofs fallacy, it 
ecame their indifpcnfible duty to hear an Ho- 
ourable Member, who was one of the DireQors, 
hi^ defence. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Si»Sh dunked the AMeraian for hit iiiter. 
pofition; but . finditi^ that the. Houfe wiQied to 
rife; yhe faid, he would podpone what he had to 
till the next time the bill came under cunfi*! 
deration. ' 

The Houfe then divided on the queilion ol 
Adjournment, 

Noes, — — 22g 

JyeSt — — 120 

Majority agmti/i the Adjournment 109 

The following is a correfl lid of the divifion in 
the motion of die adjouinment : 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday t December i, 1783. 

H E Houfe having met purfuant to their 
djourtiment onThurfday laft, about four o’clock, 
rfr. Secretary Jojr moved the order of the day, Mr. Foi. 
or refolving itfelf into a Committee on the Bd} 
or “ vejling the affairs of the Eajl India Cmpany in 
it Hands of certain Cmmiffmers^ for the beneft of 
■k Proprietors and the Public and the order of the 
day being accordingly read, Mr. Fox moved, 

'* That the Speaker do leave the chair,** 

Mr. Powys then rofe, and began a very able Mr, Powys, 
peech, with apologizing for venturing to fay any 
thing upon a bill of fo much imporance, after 
thofe who had oppofed it hitherto, had been ac- 
cufed of ill motives for their conduQ:. He ob- 
ferved, that the Right Hon. Gentleman, on the 
day that he had fo very ably opened the bill to 
Houfe, bad laid in his claim to have it con- 
%red, not as a perfonal quelHon, but as a quef- 
of general policy and expediency, he Ihould 
^fider it therefore as no. perfopal quellion, but 
®ould enter upon the difeuflion of its principle, 

which 



Hrhich be took to be the proper bufinefs of that 
day. He went on to fay, that he had read the re- 
ports of the two Committees, tl^| ha^ been ap. 
pointed by that Houfe to inveftigate the ftate of 
affairs in India, and had not only received a 
great deal of fatisfafiion from the very able and 
ingenious llile in which the reports were drawn, 
but fiom the found policy and humanity of the 
reafonings they contained. The reports alfo af- 
forded, he was free to acknowledge, a confide* I 
rabfe fiiare of foJid information. He had read 
them with attention, and was convinced, from 
having fo carefully perufed them, that fome re- 
form with regard to India, was aftually neceflary, 
but he*did not recollcdl that a Angle fy liable ip 
the reports pointed to fuch a meafure of reform as^ 
the bill brought in by the Right Honourable Ocn* 
tieman ; a bill, that in the moll cruel and wanton 
manner proceeded to a violation of the rights qf 
the Eall India Coijipany, fanftioned by charters^ 
and recognized by repeated ads of Parliament, 
and to a dired feizure of their property, involving 
at the fame time an alarming attack on the inde^* 
pendence of that IJoufe, and upon the very lexif; 
fence of the conftitution. The Right HonoprahJe 
Gentleman who brought in the bill, had defended 
it on the plea ,of ncceflity. Could any necedity 
iratrant fucli a bill, or bad the neccllity for any 
bin been proved ? On what had (He Right Ho- 
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As'it iras found impradliioidiiie to inti- 
cure a Lift of thofe Members who voted FOR 
the £aft India Bill, in fufficient Imie to/orm 
a Part of the prefent Publication, the Reader 
is hereby informed, that fuch a Lift, tr^ther 
with the Names of the Abfentees, are now 
preparing,- and will be fubjoined to The Com- 
plete Account of the £^ate on -the India Bill, 
in the Houfe of Peers ; a Work which will 
be publiihed by Authority, and cffltfcquentl^ 
with that Degree of Accuracy which the inte^ 
refting Nature of the Subjedt requires. 
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Wbat it the ehd of aU goveMtment i Certaid^ 
the happinefs the governed.— Others may hoU 
other opintoos^ but this is mine, and 1 prodaim 
it. What are we to think of a government, 
whofe good fortune is fuppofed to fpribg from 
the calamities dF its fubjeds, whofe aggrandife- 
ment grows out of die mifeties of mankind ?— 
This is the kind of government exercifed under 
the £a(l-India Company upon the natives of 
Indoftan,-^ and the fubverfion of that infamous 
government is the main objefl of the bill ia 
]ueftion. 

But in the progrefs of aconnpliihtng this end, 
t is obje61ed, that the charter of the Company 
hould not be violated; and upon this point, Sir, 
i ihall deliver my opinion without difguife. A 
barter is a trull to one or more perfons for fome 
jiren benefit. If this trull be abufed, if the be* 
lefit be not obtained, and that its failure ariles 
tom palpable guilt, or (what in this cafe is full 
is bad) from palpable ignorance or mifmanage* 
Oent, will any man gravely fay, that trull Ihould 
'ot be refumed, and delivered to other hands^ 
nore efpecially in the cafe of the Eafoindia 
-ompany, whofe manner of executing this trull, 
thofe laxity and langour produced, and teud to 
iroduce, confequences diametrically oppo|l^ . 

ends, of confiding that trull, and 
utioQ foe which it was granted ?— I ‘ 

'X ' . ;feik 
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Inen to !ic awawr of the ki^ths to which ihefr 
arguments upon the intangibility of this charter 
may be carried. Every fyllabb virtually im- 
peaches the eftabKCbment by which we fit in this 
Houfe, in the enjoyment of this frefedbm, and of 
every other bleffing of our government. Thefc 
kind of arguments are batteries againft the main 
pillar of the Britiih Conftitution. Some men are 
confiftent with their own private opinions, and 
difcover the inheritance of family maxims, when 
they queftion the principles of the Revolution; 
but I have no fcruple in fubfcribing to the articles 
of that creed which produced it. Sovereigns are 
facred, and reverence is due to every King 
yet with all my attachments to the perfon of a 
firft magillrate, had I lived in the reign of James 
the Second, I fiiould mod certainly have contri* 
bated my little aids, and borne part in thofc illuf* 
trious ftruggles which vindicated an empire from 
hereditary fcrvitude, and recorded this valuable 
ddftrine, that imfl abujed was revocable. 

No man will tell me, that a truft to a company 
of merchants, ftands upon the folemn and fainfii- 
ficd ground by which a truft is committed to^ 
Monarch ; and I am at a lofs to reconcile the con- 
duft of men who approve that refumption of vio- 
lated truft, which refeued and re-eftabliflied oui 
unparallcllcd and admirable conftitution with ‘ 
thoufand valuable improvements and advantage 
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ai tiie Revolution, ftnd motnei^ rife up^ 

tfac champions of /tbe £a(l4{idia jCompany s'ch^r^ 
ter, although the incapacity and incompetence of 
that Company..io a due and adequate difeharge of . 
the btife ^pofited ,in them by that charteri are 
themes of ridicule and contempt to all the world ; 
and although in confequence of their mifmanage- 
ment, connivance, and imbecility, combined with 
the wickednefs of their ferv^ts, the very name of 
an Englifhmao, is detefted, even to a proverb, 
through all Afia ; and the national cbava61er is 
become degraded and dilhonoured. I'p refeue 
that name from odium, and redeem this cbara£ler 
from difgrace, are fgme of the objects of the pie* 
lent bill; and gentlemen Ihould, indeed, gravely 
weigh their oppofition to a meafeire which, with 
a thouiand other points not lefe valuable, aims at 
the attainment of thefe objefls. 

Havings faid lb much upon the general matter 
of this bill, 1 mull beg leave to make a few ob- 
fcrvations upon the remarks of particular gentle- 
Nmen. And firft of the learned gentleman over 
againft mc -(Mr. Dundas). The learned gentle- 
man has made a long, and, as he always does, an 
able fpeech; yet, tranflaced into plain Engliih, 
and difrobedof the dexterous ambiguity in which 
it has been inveloped, what dpes^it amount tp 
To an eftablilhment of the principles upon which 
tliis bill U founded, and, an indireQ (jQpfijlfion of 
X 2 its 
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He.iliilin of dbib 

Whett «]^olB <tc;M&oojreqo»es it, and admiti 
th^ Ae Charter of tho Cotapan)' ihould not pre* 
V(^ tho adoption of a proper plap|br the futtuo 
|tjvenunent of India« if a proper plan can bp 
atchie^e^ opon no other terms. The firft of tfaefe 
admiffions feetns agreeable to the civil maxims of 
the karned Gentleman’s life, fo far as a maxim 
can be traced in a political charafter, fo various 
and flexible -r And to dehy the .iecond of tbefo 
conceffions was impc^flible, even for the learned 
Gentleman, with a flaring reafon ^ upon youv 
table to confront him if he attempted it. The 
learned Gentleman’s Bill, and the Bill before you, 
are grounded upon foe fame bpUom, of abufe 
of truft, mal adminiflration, debility and inca* 
pacity in the Company and their fervants; but 
foe difference in the remedy is this— the learned 
Gentleman’s bill opens a door to an influence a 
hundred times more dangerous than any that can 
be imputed to this bill, and ,(lepofits in one maa' 
an arbitrary power over millions, npt in England, 
where the evil of his corrupt Miniftry could not b* 
felt, but in the Eaft Indies, the fcene pf every 
mifchief, fraud, and violence. The learned Gen* 
tleman’s bill afforded the moft extenfive latitudefoF 
malverfationr-the before you guards againft it 

f ^t$ Doadu’i Bill, btosght is laB year# 
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wld all ifitnginable £wiy line ia 

both the Bills whith I ha<%'ha«l the honour to ii^ 
ttoduce, prefumes the poffibiKty of bad admim* 
itration, for isrery »(tord breathes fufpidon. This 
bill ihppofes that men am but men ; it confides ia 
no integrity, ittrufis no charader; itifieulcates 
the wifdom of a jealoufy of power, and annexes 
rtrppnfibility not only to every a&en, but even 
to the inailion of thofe who are to difpenfe it. 
The necefiity of'thefe provifions muft be evi? 
dent, when it is knoWn that the different misfor* 
tones oE the Company refulted not more from 
what the fervants did, than from what the mailers 
did not. 

To the probable effeds of the learned Gentle> 
man’s Inll and this, 1 beg to call the attention of 
the Houfe. Allowing, for argument’s ‘fake, to the 
Gotternor General of India, under the firil>named 
btli, the mod unlimited and fuperior abilities, 
with fqandnefs of heart and integrity the mod un- 
quediotiable ; what good confequences could be 
reiifonaldy expected from his extraordinary, exx 
travagant, and unconditutional power, under the 
tentire by which he held it ? Were his projefls 
the mod enlarged, his fydems the mod wife and 
excellent which human (kill could devife ; what 
fair hope could be entertained of their eventual 
fucCefs, when perhaps before he could enter upon 
the execution of anyOKafure, he may be recalled 



it €Q«fieqmer of <w of Apfe changes in the ad- 
mw^tipm of country^ which have been fo' 
frequent for ya . few years, and which fome good 
men wilh to fee every year^ Exa&ly the fame 
rcafons which banifli all rational hope of benefit 
from an lndian adminifiration under the bill^of the 
learned Gentleman, jullify the duration of the pro- 
p(^ed commiffion. If the difpenfers of the plan 
of governing India, (a place from which the anfwer 
of a letter cannot be expefted in kfs than twelve 
months) have not greater (lability in their , fitua- 
tions, than a Britilb Miniftry— adieu to all hopes: 
of rendering our Eaftern territories of any real 
advantage to this country; adieu to every expec-. 
tation of purging or purifying the Indian fyftem, 
of reform, of improvement, of. reviving confi- 
dence, of regulating the trade upon its proper 
principles, of reftoring tranquility, of re-eftab- 
liflhing the natives in comfort, and of fecuring the 
perpetuity of thefe blelfings, by the cordial recon-, 
cilement of the Indians with their former tyrants* , 
upon fixed terms of amity, friendihip, and feh 
lowfibip. I will leave the Houfe and the kingdom, 
to judge which is be(l calculated to accompliCh th(^e 
fid^avy ends ; the Bill of the learned Gentleman, 
which leavesiall to the diferetim of one man^ or the 
bill before you, which depends, upon thedidy of 
feveral men, who are in a Rate of daily account to 
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thisHoufe, of hourly actO!iftif to the^MitfiftirliJ^ 
Hthc Crown, of 'occafional account to the PmpHiefc 
tors of Ball India Stock, and who are allowed 
fufiicient time to pradife their plans, unaffe^d 
by every political flufluation. 

But the lealrned Gentleman wifhes the appoint* 
ment of an Indian Secretary of State in prefer- 
ence to thefe . Commiffioners ; his partiality for 
fuch an inftitution I cannot guefs; but, that 
fcheme ftrikes me as liable to a thoufand times 
more objcftions than the plan in’ agitation.—* 
Nay, the learned gentleman had rather, it fccms, 
the affairs of India were blended with the bufi- 
nefs of the oflSce which I have the honour to hold. 
His good difpofition towards me upon all occafrons 
cannot be doubted^ and his fincerity in this opinion 
is unqueftionable. I beg the Houfe to attend to 
the reafon which the learned Gentleman 'gives for 
this preference, and to fee the plights* to which 
men, even of his underftanding are reduced, 
^ who mvjl oppofe. * He laughs at the refponfibility 
of the CoinmifEoners to this Houfe, who in his 
judgment will find means of foothing,- and fofien- 
Ing, and meliorating the Members,- into an obli- 
vion of their mal-adminift ration. What opinion 
has the learned Gentleman of a Secretary of State ? 
Does he think him fo inert, fo inaftivci fo* inca- 
pable a creature, that with* all his vaunted patro- 
nage of the feven in his own hands, the fame means 

of 
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dtoOM 'vny tqWQ biM. Tb^'learned G^n* 
tkmin Has been for fome years timverfant widt 
MhtiSm, bat bis experience bas taught him, it 
feemsy to confider Secretaries ik>t only as untaint- 
ed and immaculate, but innocent, harmlefs, and 
incapabk. In bis time Secretaries were all purity 
—with every power of corruption .in their hands, 
bat fo inflexibly attached to rigid te6litude, that no 
temptation could fednce them to ufe that power 
for the purpofe of corrupting, or, to ufe his. own 
words, for (bothing, or fAftening,*'or meliorating; 
The learned Gentleman has formed his opinion of 
the fiinpltcity and inaflion ‘of Secretaries, from 
that golden age of political probity, whni bis own 
friends were in power, and when himfelf was every 
thmg but a miniller. This erroneous humanity of 
opinion ariies in the learned Gentleman’s unfuf* 
peeing, unfuUied nature, as well as in a commerce 
with only the beft and pureft minifters of this 
country, whidihas given him lb favourable an im* 
preffioB of a Secretary of State, that he thbb 
this patronage, fo dangerous in fhe lMhds of fc^cn ' 
Commillioncrs, perfectly fafe in its hands. I leave ‘ 
to the learned Gentleman that pleafure whi<^ his 
mind mod feel under the convidion with which he 
certainly gives ins opinion,- but 1 fabmit to every* 
man who hears me, what would be thb probable 
cmnuentlAC’tbe other fide of -the Houfe, had I 

propOfed 
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ly, or tbe wn^iMtion of ^ Sn^ bufiri^ 
office wbkA I hold. ■ • •«.;, " cnn^* 

Iti the aShmbhge of ffle kartted Gbrfeihari^i 
bbjcftions, there is One ftill more curious than thoft 
i have mentioned; He dillikes this bill becaiife it 
edabliffies an mperim inimperio. In the courfe 
bf oppofition to this meafure, we have been femi- 
liarized to hear certain fentimenls and particalar 
words in this Houfe-*-but direfbed, in retffify) to 
«Msr places. Taking it therefore for gt%inted}”dtal 
the learned gentlmati has not fo defpcable an idea 
of the good fetJfe of the members, as to expefk 
any more attention Within thefe walls to fuch a 
dogma, than has been Ihewn to* the favourite 
phrafe of his honourable friend neat' him, (Mr. 
W. Pitt) who calls a Bill which bacb this .finking 
Company, with the credit of the ftate, a amfifca- 
!w« of their prt^ertjv, I would wifh‘40 tafk thd 
learned Gentleman, if he really hc^ds^the ubdeN 
handing, even of the multitude, in fuch contempt 
d to -imagine this fpecies of arguntrat can havw 
theyety flighted effeft 1 The m^itude know the 
it as well as die learnhd Gentteman himi* 
dlfi They know that, a diflblution of dierEaftk 
^Qdia\Cofnpaaiy has been wiihed foF feottS (S£ 
ye&«, by many good people in this^cotMity, fet 
^ fiay ra^ that it was ah mpmtm k^hnpmif, 
Heaiinai Gcnttenifi, with>»ihfitdN*^vity 
X ^ 
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faec, tdb you he dj^ikes this UO becaufe it eila« 
‘I4i^ *^3 novtA'lod odious ^iwipie. ]&yiit a 
ghnce of this 1^, cottipared with the prefent 
fiitotionof the Company, maniibfls the hitility of 
diis objedion, and proy^ that the company is, in 
its pKfent form, a thoufand times tmore an impe^ 
rim in mptrio than the prc^fed Commiffionen, 
The! worft fpedesof government is that which cm 
ran coanter to all the ends of its in&itution with 
impunity. Such exactly was the Eall-India Com* 
|nny.' No man can (ay, that the DireSorsand 
Proprietors have not, in a thpland inhances, 
snerited fevere inflifiion j yet wi^ did ever thiak 
of a legal paniihment for either body ? Now the 
great feature of this bill is to render the Com* 
miffioners amenable, and to punilh them upon de* 
linquency. 

. The learned Gentleman prides himielf that his 
bill did not meddle with the commerce pf the 
Company; and another Gentleman, after acknow* 
ledging th&folly of leading dte govermnentin the 
hands of the Company, propo&S to fepaiate the 
commerce entirely from the dominion, and leave 
Ifae former fafe and untouched to the Con^f 
itielf.-*4 h«g leave to appeal to evety gendenaa 
IBonveifant in the Company’s affairsi .wheshev ithh 
yneafureis, in the nahire of things, praflicahli tt 
Ais moment. That the fepaiation 
merdNftom ^ governmem «f the £aft a»p 1* 
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ufeitiiately liiNM^hUbout l doubt no^ but irb^i 
gentlenfon'treficfii'Upon th$ immediate Hate of tl^ 
Company’^ affair*, when they reSefi that th^r 
government was carried on for the fake of theit 
commerce, that both have been blended together 
ii(^ fuch a feries of years ] when they review the 
peculiar^ perplexed, and involved ftate of the 
eaftern territories, their diflimilitude to every fyfiem 
in this part of the globe, and confider the deep 
and laborious deliberation with which every ffep 
for the effablK^ent of a falutary plan of govern-* 
ment, in the room of the prefent o^ous ope, muft 
be taken— the utter impoffibility of inffantly de* 
filching the governing power from interference 
with the commercial body, will be dear and 
indubitable.’ 

A gentleman has alked, why not chooie the 
Commiffionets out of the body of DireSors; and 
why not leave the choice of the ailiftant Diredors 
inthe Court of Proprietors i That is to fay, why 
dot do that which would infaUibly undo all you 
are aiming at ?-rl mean no general difparage* 
Blent when 1 lay that* the body of the Dire^ra 
have ^ca memorable prooft that thjey are not. the 
Ibrt of people, to whom any man can Ipok for the 
hteceff or Mvation of India. Amongft them thero 
Vo without doubt, fome individuals reQpeda^u 
bodr for their knowledge find infogri^ ^ biff 1 put 
it fo%cj^pdour of gentlemen, whether they are 

X a. ^ 
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d^gfhce, would givo fUy pit»niife^f emftneips^ 
ting thd £afl>India concerns bom their, prefent diU 
alUrs and difgraces. Indeed: both queiliom may; 
be anfiveied in two words. Why not choofe the 
DireftorS'— wfto have ruined the Company ? Wbyt 
not leave the power of ele&ion in the Proprietors 
— wh(i have thwarted every good attempted hy the, 
JOreilors? . . 

The laft point adverted to by the learned gentle? 
man relates to influence, and up^ his reinarks».’ 
combined with what fell from Ibme others upoi|; 
the fame fubjed, 1 beg leave to make a few obfer^ 
vations. Much of my life has been employed 
diminifii (ho inordinate influenpe of the Grown./ 
In common with others, I fucceeded, and I glory, 
in tf;. To fupport that'kind of m(luem:e wfci^i I 
formerly fubvertfd, is a deed of whkh. 1. Stall 
never deferve to be aaufed. Tbe^nffirmation. with 
whkh I firft introduced this plan^ I now repeat«^i 
I re-aifert that this bill as little augments the in«< 
fluence of the crown; as any .meafure ndtich cask 
be<devifed for the government of India, tbat:pre<< 
the 'flighted |>it>mife^ of folid fitooel^ and 
tliitk tends to eiicreafe i( in a far iefs ^egi^eethaot 
the^biK^opofed by the It^imd gentleman*; Tte 
xMi^^euius of iWiuence^confi&s tnhopeor fear^^ 
-i^^rwlofing what^weTtave, or hope of gaming 
snored Make tbefeCommiflioners removeabfe-alt 
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n)^, tHture afloat. If i benefit 
from the bUl, yw had lbct|er burij, it, ^haj|. 
make the dnrgtioQ Ihort of the opceffarji, 
to accomplilh the plans it is defined for. .. 7%«f, 
confideration p(;HOted.out the eape^ency of a fixed . 

I period l and in that refpefi^ it accords with th«r 
principle of the learned gentleman’s hiH, with th4, 
fupeidor advantage,' that infiead pf leaving the 
Commiffioners liable to all the inSoence wbieh, 
jprings from tl^ appointment of a Governor 
General, removable at fkafwrc, this bill invsll&. 
them with] the power, for the Um Jpecifie^ 
upon the fame tenure that Britilb Judges h<dd: 
their flationr-rt^ovpablp upon delinquency, pq,-> 
nilhablp upoq guilt— »but fearlefs of power if they, 
difcha.rge their, truft, liable to no inducement, and" 
with full time and authority to execute their func<r 
tions, for the common good of the country, andi 
for their own glory, I beg of the Houfe to atf • 
tedd ^0 this di^erence, and then judge upon tho, 
point of enpreafmg.thp infloence of the Crown, 
t^traflpd wjth the learned gentleman’s bill, ^ 

’ pi accufatitms againfl me upon diir 

flihie6i;. of m^uewe, is truly CHrious.«^The leann 
pi' gentleman, (hdi*' - flondas) in flrains <4 
^fis, deplaree that this bill dintindhee the. . 
influence of the crown '^yond ‘tdl Pfe 
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with him in fupport of that influence, 
a^inft our efforts to reduce it, and who how fit 
near me, to join him now inoppofing my at- 
tempts to diminiih their darling influence. He 
tells them I out ffered Herod, that I am out-doing 
fill my former out-doings, and proclaims me as 
the mercilefs and ipfatiate enemy of the influence 
pf the Crown. 

Down fits the learned gentleman, and up ftarts 
an honourable gentleman, with a charge againft 
me, upon the fame fubjefi, of a nature the direct 
^«verfc. I have fought under your banner, cries 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Martin) againfl 
that fell giant, the influence of the Crown; I 
have bled in that battle which you commanded, 
and have a claim upon the rights of f(^dierlhip, 
You have conquered through us ; and no^w that 
viSory is in your arms, you turn traitor to our 
caufe, and carry over your powers to the enemy. 
The fierceft of your former combatants in the 
paufe of influence, falls far ihort of you at this 
moment; your attempts in re-erefling this tnou: 
fler, exceed all the exertions of your former foes. 
ThiSi night you will make the influence of the 
Crown a Colofihs, that fliall beftride the land, alid 
cruCh every impediment. I impeach you for treads 
pry to your ancient prj^d^les — come, ^e^^ ai^ 
^^e with us 1 


< Th« 
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^'his Honourable Centletnan, after a ^eg orhrd 
at Ae Coalition, declines into (ilence ; and whil(^ 
tbe Houfe is perplexing itfelf to reconcile the4 
tvide differences, the Right Honourable Gentle* 
man over the way (Mr. W. Pittj confounds att 
pafl; contradiftions, by combining, in his own per« 
fon, thefe extravagant extremes. He acknoiV'* 
ledges that he has digefted a paradox ; and a para« 
dox well he might call it, for never did a groflet 
one puzzle the intellefls of a public aflembly. By a 
miraculous kind of difcernment he has found out, 
that the bill both mreafti and dimini/ks the infltt* 
ence of the Crown. 

The bill diminiflies the influence of the Crown, 
fays one — ^you are wrong, fays afecond, it increafes 
it. You are both right, fays a third, for it both in* 
creafes anddimbilhes the influence of the Crowd. 
Now, as moll Members have one or other of thefo 
opimons upon the fubjefl, the Honourable Gen- 
tleman can fafely join with ail parties upon 
this point, but few I trull will be found to join 
him. 

Thus, Sir, is this bill combated, and thus am I 
eccufed. The nature and fubllance of thefe ob- 
je^onslcpnltrae as the llrongell comment upon 
die excelletice of the bill. If a more rational op* 
pofltion covM be made to it, no doubt it would* 
The truth is, it increales the influence of tho 
(town, and die influenqi of par^ as jittle as 

pnlfible) 
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aftd if thb reforih df India, or a»y dfeef 
■^tferl iSf tb 'lie poftponed OntSl' a‘ fdhetno 66^^- 
Vifed, agaift(S‘wHicH‘ ingenuity, dr ^nofance, of 
^apricO ffiair Hot i^ife obje^bh^, * the affaih of 
iurikn liTel rtiuft ffaftd ftilL 
" I Beg ttiei Hotife will attend a little to the irtan- 
tier in which the progrdfs of this bill has been 
retarded, efpecially by the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlemati (Wr. Pitt.) Firft, the Members were not 
all in towfi, and time was defired upon that ac- 
count. Next, the finances of the Eaft-India 
Company were mif-fta ted by me, pnd time was 
defired to prove that. The timcfcame, the proofs 
’exhibited, cOunfel heard, arid yet theifliicwas, 
that my former ftktement, inftcad of being con- 
troverted; became* more eftablilhed by the very 
Ijfoofs which were brought to overturn it. The 
Honourable 'Gentlemen has mifrepreferited me to- 
night’ again— he* has an evident pleafurc in it, 
which indeed I canhot prevent ; but I can prevent 
this houfe and this country ftom believing him. 
He prefers the authority of liis own concepition 
(eager enough' in'all CbnfcicfiCe^tamifundetftand 
me) of’ what I faid to’ my own repeated declira- 
tionsof triy oWri meaning. He fup|Jofe a'tnff- 
takc bccaufc hi "wifhesf it. — I * rieWF did ' fiy 
tKe Company wferO abfolutc to tW 

amount of the debt, butl faid thtVeVis 
^'te.jleccfllty of payiU^ that giveri^fnrfii iWtKdrf 
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any immediate mean$ of providitig for^ it# The 
account of the Corupany’s circumftaRces preftrnt-# 
ed laft week, furnithed matter of triumph to the 
Honourable Gentleman for the full fpace of. thru 
hours, that is to fay, whilft council were at thp 
fcar.— I made no objeSion to jhe account but this 
trifling one-— tliat 12,000,000 were dated whichv 
ought not to appear at all there, and which were 
placed tlieie only for delufion and fallacy. I ne- 
ver ohjefled lO the arithmetic of the account. 
The fums I doubt not were accurately caft up 
even to a figure — Yet the Houfe will recolleft 
that the Honourable Gentleman about this very 
hour of that debate, endeavoured to protrafl: the 
bufinefs to the next day, upon afluring the Houfe 
that the Company would then fupport their date- 
inent. I refufed to accede, becaufe I knew the 
matter to be mere ihifting, and manoeuvering for 
a vote, and that the Company coM not fupport 
their datement. Was I right? ’ The Houfe 

fees whether I was. ^The Houfe fees the 

finance pod is now totally abandoned, and 
for the bed reaibn in the world, becaufe it is no 
longer tenable. But tlie Honourable Gentleman 
U indeed a man of refources ; he now gives me a 
challenge, and I beg the Houfe to remark that I 
accept his challenge, and that I prophecy he will 
no.more meet me upon this than upon the former 
^mts. 

But there is no limit to a youthful and vigorous 
fency-^The I^ight Honourable Gentleman juft 
Z now, 
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^now, m very ferioufi Wrms,^ and with all Ws hat 
l)iti4al gravitjr, engages, if the Houfe Will join in 
bppofingus to-night, that he digeft arid nie- 
thodife a plan, the outline of which he has alt 
ready conceived. He has nothing nm to offer ; 
but juflly confiding in the fertility of his own 
'imagination, and the future cxercife of his facul- 
ties, he promifes that he will bring a phn— provide 
(d the majority of this Houfe will join him to- 
night. Now, if ever an idea was thrown out to 
pick up a llray vote or two in the heel of a de- 
bate by a device, the idea 'given a while ago by 
the Honourable Gentleman is precffely fuch : bul 
if I can augur rightly from the complexion of 
the Houfe, his prefent will have exafliy the fame 
fuccefs with all his pad ftratagems to oppofc this 
bill ^ 

His learned friend, (Mr. Dundas) with fmgular 
placidnefs, without fmile or fneer, has faid, “ as 
ihis meafure was probably decided upon feme time 
fince, the Eaft-lndia Company, who could not ex- 
peEl Juch a blew, ought to have been informed of 
the intended projeft. The Company was e^vi- 
dently unaware of this attack, and in fairnefs 
Ihould have been apprifed of it.*' Does the 
learned Gentlemen imagine men ^re in their fober 

fenfes, 

• He was right ; for the had an acceffion of. 

votes ^is above the former^ diyifion. 
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fenfes, wlio Uften to fach cavilling and quibbliiig 
oppofition ? The Company unaware of this at- 
tack ! The learnejd Gentleman’s own labours, in* 
dependent of any other intimation, had been an 
ample warning to tl^ Company to be prepared^ 
Every man in the kingdom who reads a newf- 
paper expeSed fomething i and the only wonder 
with the nation was, how it could be fo long de* 
layed. The reports x)f the Committees alarmed the 
public fo much, for the honour of the country^ 
and for the falvation of the Company, that all 
eyes were upon Eaft- India affairs. Thksfortof 
obfervation had indeed much better come from any 
other man in this Houfe, than from that identical 
Gentleman*' 

If thefe were not fufBcient to roufe the atten- 
tion and diligence of the Company, his Majefty^ 
fpcech at the commencement and conclufion of 
the late feflion of Parliament, gave them note of 
pieparation in the moft plain and decifive terms ; 
Vhis opening fpcech his Majefty thus fpeaks to 
fadiamqnt upon the fubjcfl of India: 
i “ The regulation of .a vaft territory in Afia, 
opens a large field for your wifdom, prudence, 
3nd forefight : I truft that you will be able to 
forna fome fundamental laws which may make 
^heir connexion with Great Britain a blefling 
^0 India; and that you will take therein pro* 
Z. 2 per 
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^ to give aUlbreigf^^ nations, fn mat* 

^ tei^ of foreign commerce, an entire and perfedt 
** confidence iii the probity^ pun£¥nality, and 
** good order of onr Government. You may be 
“ afiirred that whatever depends upon Me, (halt 
^ be executed with a fteadinefs, which can alone 
** preferve that part of My dominions, or the 
** commerce which arifes from it.” 

The learned Gentleman, who knows more of 
the difpofition of the Cabinet at that time than I 
d(y, extk better tell whether any meafure of this 
iratUTC was then intended. The words are very 
wide, and feem* lo portend at leafi fomething' very 
important ; but- whether any thing Cmibr to thi» 
meafure was meant, as this paflage feems to imply, 
or noti is indifferent to the point in queftion. 
*thi3 b clear from it, that it gives a very cere- 
motlious war mug to the Eall India Company? 
enough furdy to expofe the weaknefs and futility 
of the learned gentlemans remark.. The changes 
and ekeumflafnees of the Cabinet, in the eourfeol 
the lad feiTion, can be the only excufe for the delay 
of fome decifive meafure with regard It? India; 
and if in addition to all thefe, any thing more 
fequifite to confirm the notoriety of Parliament'^ 
being to enter upon the bufinefsi the Wlowingp^' 
#agraph of the King's ^dofing‘ fpeech, laft July* 
^othpietes the nrafsof evidence agaioff the 
Gentleman. 
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His Majefiy ^er intimattng a belief tbat he 
ihall be obliged to call his Parliamem- together 
earlier than ufual* thus fpeaks : 

The confideration of the aflFairs of the Baft 
^ Indies will require to be refumed as early as poC- 
“ fiblc, and to be purfued with a ferious and un- 
remitting attention/* — Superadd to all this, the 
part of the King’s opening fpeech this year upon 
India, and if the whole do not conQkute fafficient 
teftimony that the Company had full notice — no- 
thing can. 

Yet rotwithftanding all thh, the learned Gentle* 
inan accufes us of furprifing the Company, and 
hii right honourable friend, in hopes his propofal 
of another bill may have weight in the divifion— 
repeats the hacknied charge of precipitalm^ and 
forces the argument for delay in a taunt, that 
we with to get rid of our torments, by fend- 
ing this bill to the other Houfe.** The Ho* 
nourable Gentleman’s talents are fplendid and 
various ; but I alfure him that all bis efforts, for 
^ the lad eight days, have not given me a fingle. 
torment : were I to choofe a fpecies of oppofition 
to infure a miniderial tranquility, it would be 
the kind of oppofition whidi this bill has re* 
ccived, in which every'. thing brought to confute, 
has tended to confirm, and in which the argu- 
,ments adduced to expole the weakoefs, have fur* 
ikiSied materials to tdablifb the wifdom of the 

meafure 
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ttoeafure— fo impofTifelc ii it, witbcmt fomelhfrtg 
of a i tolerable ciiufc^ cvea^^for the Right Hort. 
Gentleman's abilities to have e(Fe6l;^ though hie 
genius may make a flourilhing and fuperior figure 
in the attempt. 

• Before I proceed to the other parts of the de- 
bate, I wi(h to fay one word upon a remark* of 
the learned Gentleman : He fays, that the clauft 
relative to the Zemindars was fuggefted by his 
Obfervations. God forbid I Ihould detradl from 
the merits, or diniiniih the defert of any man. 
Undoubtedly that excellent part of the regula- 
tion bill derives from the learned Gentleman; 
and if he were in this Houfe when I introduced 
•the fubjefl: of India, he would have knowti that 
I did him full and cornpleat jullice upon that 
point. 

My noble friend (Lord John Cavendifli) has 
•laid, this bill does not arife from the poverty 
the Company, but that liberal policy and na‘* 
tionai honour demanded it.— Upon the laft 
day this bill was debated, I confined myfelf 
chiefly to the demonft ration of the fallacy and 
impofture of that notable fchedule- prefented 
Jby the E'aU India Company, and having proved 
its • falfliood, I can now ‘with tlic greater fafety 
•declare,* that if etcry fhilling’ of that fi6litioite 
property was real and fojth coming, a bill (rf 
.this natufc was . not therefore the lels AecdOTar^^ 

I thought 
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point from :the opening fpecch in this bufineft, 
which did > not fo degrade the meafure as to (ay 
it originated in the poverty of the Company, 
which, as my noble friend rightly remarlcs, was 
the finalled reafon to its adoption, and which opi^ 
nion is not, as the Right Honourable Gentleman 
infmuates, “ Shifting,” but recognizing and re- 
coiding the true grounds of he 'bill. If any 
mifunderllanding then had hitherto taken place 
upon this bead, it will, I truft, ceafe henceforth, 
and fo odious a libel upon this country will not 
paft current, as that fordid motives only induced 
the government of England to which wc 
were bound to do, as politicians, as ChriftianS; and 
as men ; by every confideration which makes a 
nation refpe 61 able, great, and glorious ! 

Having vindicated the bill from this afperfion, 
and founded it upon that bafis which every honeft 
and fenfible man in England niuft approve, I 
may be allowed to fay that fome regard may be 
hi even to the- mean and mercenary upon this 
fubject -(a portion of whom we have here, in 
common with all* other countries.) Will fuch. 
men endure with temper a conftant drain upon 
kingdom, for the fake of (bis monopolizing 
corporaiiori ? Will thofe, for inftance, who cla- 
*^our againft a two-penny tax, afford with good 
jliumpur million after million to the Eaft India 

Company, 
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{^ompany. ThU inking £ani t$ at this tnoniimt a 
die werie for the dehciendei of the Com- 
|Minyi and as the Noble Lord (Lord John) feys, 
.an extent muft in three weeks arreft their pro- 
perty, if Parliament does not interpofe or enable 
4hera to difcharge a part of their debt to the 
Crown. Let thofe, therefore, who think the com- 
merce ought to be inftantly fcparated from the 
dominion, (were that at this time poffible) and who 
think it ought to be left wholly in the prefent 
hands, refleft— that the formation of a vigorom 
fyftem of government for India is not more in- 
cumbent upon us> than the eftabliOiment of the 
Eaftern trade upon fuch principles of iblidity and 
htnefs^ as (hall give fome juft hopes that the pub- 
lic may be fpeedily relieved from the monftrous 
preiTure of confiantly fupporting the indigence of 
the Company. 

I have fpokc of myfelf very often in the courfe 
jof what I have faid this night, and muft fpeak 
ftill more frequently in the courfe of whatl faavt 
to fay ; the Houfe will fee this aukward talk in 
rendered indifpenfible, infinitely more having beet) 
/aid concerning during the debate, thancoR' 
cerning the queftion, v/hich is the proper fubjecl 
#f agitation. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Piitj fays, that nothing ever happipned to 
give him an ill imprelHon of my charaSer^ or to 
prevent a mutual confidence.^ He fays.dgbtly* 

There 
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Yhett" haV^ ititerchatiges of civility, aD4 
amicable habits between us, in which I truft I 
haw given him no caufe to complain. But after 
pronouncing a brilliant eulogy upon me and my 
• capacity to ferve the country, the Hdn. Gentle* 
man conliders me at the fame time the mpft dan* 
gerous man in the kingdom, /Mr. Pitt faid acrofa 
the Houfe, *.* dangerous only from this meajkre.** 
To which Mr. Fox inftantly made this reply) .1 
call upon the Houfe to attend to the Honourable 
Gentleman j he thinks me dangerous only from this 
meafurt^ and confeffes that hiihrto he has fecn 
nothing in my conduft to obliterate his good 
opinion. Compare this with bis oppoiition during 
dicJaft and the prefent feffion. Let every man 
, refleft, that up to this moment the Honourable 
Gentleman deemed me worthy of confidence, and 
competent to my fituation in the Hate. I thank 
him for the Jupport he has afforded to the Minifter 
he thus efteemed, and Qiall not prefs the advan- 
tage he gives me, farther than leaving to himfelf 
^ to reconcile his pra6lice and bis dcQrine in the belt 
manner he can. 

The Honourable Gentleman could not, for one 
iiight, pafs by the Coalition, yet I think he might 
have chofena fitter time toexprefs bis indignation 
againft the noble Lord Lord North) than the 
prefent moment. An attack upon the noble Lord 
in his prefencci would bear a more liberal colour ; 

A9f and 
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and the caufc of his abfence now' \ would- rurdfy 
rather difarm than irritate a generous enemy.— 
There arc diftinftions in hatred, and the dircft 
jfbcs upon fuch occafions moderate their averfion. 
The Coalition is, however, a fruitful topic, and 
the power of tradudng it, which the weakeft and 
meancft creatures in the country enjoy and excr- 
eife, is of courfe equally veiled itr men of rank and 
parrs, though every man of parts and rank would 
not be apt to participate the privilege. Upon the 
Coalition the Honourable Gentleman is welcome 
to employ bis ingenuity, but upon another fubjeft 
alluded to by him, I IhaH beg leave to advife, nay 
even to inllrufl him. 

In what fyftem of ethics will the Honourable 
Gentleman find die precept taught of ripping up 
old fores, and reviving animofities among indivi- 
duals, of which the parties themfeivcs retain no 
memory f ? This kind of praSice may incur a 
much worfe charge than weaknefs of underftanding, 
and fubjefl: a man to much greater imputations 
than are commonly applied to political miftafces, 
or party violence. The foundnefs of the heart 
may be liable to fufpidoir, and the moral charac- 
ter be in danger of fuflFering' by k, in the opinion 
of mankind. To cover the heats, and obliterate 

the 

• Lord North left the Houfe very tick about midnight# 
f Mf* Pitt quoted thepaffage pf tluitf^mous TpeecbofMr* 
Fox’s, which produced the duel between him and Mr. Adam.- 
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the feo(e of former quarrels between two perfons^ 
is a very diftinguifhed virtue -to renew the fiib* 
jeft of fuch differences, and attempt the revival of 
Juch difputes, deferves a name which 1 could give 
k, if that Honourable Gentleman had not for- 
gotten himfelf, and fallen into fome fuch deviation* 
He values himfelf^ I doubt not, too much, again 
to make a fimilar Hip, and muft even feel thankful 
to me for the counfel 1 thus take the liberty to 

An Honourable Gentleman under the gallery), 
(Mr. Martin) to whom an abufe of the Coalicioiji 
feems a fort of luxury, wifhes tbata ftarling were at 
the right hand of the chair, to cry oiit difgraccful 
Coalition !— Sir, upon this fubjeft 1 ihalji fay but 4 
few words 

• The calamitous fituation of this country re- 
quired an Adminift ration whofe {lability could 
give it a tone of firmnefs with foreign nations, and 
promife fome hope of reftoring the faded glories 
of the country. Such an Adminiftration could 
>not be formed without Jom junSion of parties ; 
and if former differences were to be an infur- 
mountable barrier to union, no chance of falvation 
remained for the country, as it was well known 
that four public men could not be found, who had 
not, at one time or other, taken oppofue fides in 
politics. The great caufe of difference between 
us and the noble Lord in blup ribton no 
A a 2 longer 
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lon^ritxided; htsperfonal diiraftef ftodd ilifb’, 
ao 4 thinking it lafer to truftbim than thole who 
had before deceived us, we preferred to ohite with' 
fhe noble Lord. A fiinilar jun^n, in 1757. 
againft which a fimilar clamour was raifed, faved 
the empire from tuin, and raifed it above the rivals 
fhip of all its enemies. The country, when we 
came into oHice, bore not a very aufpicious com* 
ptisxioh ; yet, Sir, I do not defpair of feeing it 
once again refume its confequence in the fcale ot 
nations, and make as fplendid a figure as ever. 
Thofe who have alTerted the impolTibility of our 
agreeing with the noble Lord and his friends, wero 
falfc prophets ; for events have belied their augoiy. 
We have difiered like men, and like men we have 
agreed. 

A body of the bed and honelted men in this 
Houfe, who ferve their country without any other 
reward than the glory of a difintereded difcharge 
of their public duty, approved that junftion, and 
fan6lify the meafure by their cordial fupport. 

Such, Sir, is this Coalition, which the Hate of 
the country rendered indifpenfible ; and for which 
the biAory of every country records a thoufand 
precedents, yet to this the term difgraceful is ap* 
plied. — Is it not extraordinary, then, that gentle-! 
men ihould be under fucb fpells and felf-delufion, 
as not to tee, that if calling it difgraceful, makes it 
ip, thele epich'eis operate with equal force againfl; 

themfelycs. 
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Aeisfeii^ii. If tl« Coditim be <K(^cefiil, ii^atiT 
the aati-Codiim ? Wbefi I (m tlw Ri^ht HbaC 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) fttrrouirfed ly tte eatlj^ 
objetls of his political, nay his hercditaiy* hatred 
and hear him revile the Coalition, I am lofl iii' 
the aftonilhment how men can be fo blind to their' 
own fi (nation, as to attempt to wound us in this 
particular point, poffeffed as we are of the power 
of reutrning the fame blow, with the vulnerable 
part ilaring ps direflly in the face. If the honour- 
able Gentleman under the gallery wilhes that a 
flarling were perched upon the right hand of the 
Chair — I tell him, that the wifh is juft as realbn- 
abte, to have another ftarling upon the left hand of 
the Chair, to chirp up CoaHtion againft Coalition^ 
and fo CO harmonize their mutual difgrace, if dif- 
grace there be. 

Wilh the fame confiftency, an honourable Geft- 

tleman calls us iefertcrs as ; a few cold and 

difaffefted members fall off, then turn about; 
and to palliate their own defedtion, call the body 
of the army defirters ! We have not*deferted 5 here 
We are a fiiux phalanx. Deferted indeed we have 
been in the moment of difafter, but never dejedl- 
ed, and feldom complaining. iSotiie of thofe who 
rofe upon our wreck, and who eagerly grafped 
that power which we had the labour of ereaing, 

* Mr, Jenkinfon fat near Mr. Pitt. Mr.Dondas, &c. 

now 
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now call us deferters.— retqrt ,^e tcoo. wHb 
j^lndljnsdon. Yet wl^^they piiefat^e we hav« 
tiw Mribuees 6f men, they would expea us 
tttre tfce 6bdamcy of favages. They «^ould taye 
mir uefcntoents infatiate, our rancour eternal*, In 
Our opinion, an oblivion of ufelefs animofi^, js 
much more noble •, and in that, the conduCl of our. 
accufers goes hand in hand with os .“But 1 beg of 
the Houfc, and I wifii the world to obferre, that 
although, like them, we hav^^inuadohcd oiji^en- 
mities, we have not, like them, rclinquilhed QUf 
friendihips. , , - '• 

An Honourable Gentleman advjfes mjc fpr 
future, not to mention thy^me of the Mar^s 
of Rockingham, who, ne fays, would jpever 
coontsnanoe a bill of this kind. This is indeed 
impofihg hard conditions upon thofe who have 
wilh'ngly fuffered a fort of political martyrdom in 
d» caufe of that noble LorePs principles, thofe 
who furrendered pomp and power, rather than 
remain where his principles ceafed to be fafliion- 
ablc, and wer» withering into conteropt.“I vene- 
rate the name of that noble Marquis, and (hall ever 
mention it with love and reverence; but at no 
period of my life with more confidence than at 
this momtfil, when I fay that his foul fpeaks in 
every line of the Ml before you, for hu foul fpeaks 
in evPry meafure virtue, wifdom, human poli- 
cy. 
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<y, geiterrf jufllce, and natioM honour. 
name of the noble Ltnrd who enjoys his fortunei 
has been mentioned in this debatej and will bit 
mentioned again by me; I will tell the honour- 
ablegentleman, that this noble Lord, * though not 
the iflue of his loinsj inherits, with his property^ 
the principles of that noble Marquis in aU their 
purity and foundnefs; and is as incapable as that 
noble Marquis himfelf, or as any man on earth, of 
countjehandng ^y which either immediately or 
ultimately tended to the prejudice of his country, 
or the injury of the conflifiition. 

An Honourable Gentleman (Mr. T. Pitt) at the 
tothdr fide, has ufed vi^ent terms againft this bill, 
and the movers of it. Sir, I tell that honouiable 
gentfcfean (looking direflly in the face of Mr, T. 
Pitt) that the rnovers of this bill are not to be brow- 
beaten by ftudied geftures, nor frightened by 
tremulous tones, folemn phrafes, or hard epithets* 
To arguments they are ready to reply ; but all 
the notice they can take of aflertions, is to 
!tna?k to the Honfe, that they are only aflertions, 
The Honourable Gentleman again repeals bw 
favourite language of our having feized npon.th^ 
^vtrmtnt His Majefly changed his . Miniftry 
|hft April, in confequence of a vote of tins Hpuf?.; 
“"his Majefly did the fame twelve montbs befor^ . 


* Lord Fltz{villkiia» 
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in confcqucjDce of a vot^ of this Hoofe —His 
M^jcftyin fo doing, followed th6 example of his 
predeceflbrs; and his fucceffors will, I doubt not, 
folbw the example of his Majefty.— The votes of 
Parfiament have always decided upon the duration 
lOf Minillry, and always will, 1 truff. It is the 
nature of our conflitution ; and thofe who diflike 
It, had better attempt to alter it. The Honourable 
Gentleman called the change in 1782 a glorious 
one — this in 1783 a difgraceful one. Why ? For 
a very obvious, though a very bad rcafon.— The 
Honourable Gentleman affifted in e(fe£ting the firfi^ 
and (Ircnuoufly laboured to prevent the fecond.— 
The fivll battle he fought with us ; the fecond 
againft us, and we vanquiflied him — In 1782 
his friends were on/, and would be m — In 
1783 his friends were zw, nor would go out. 

'i hus having done without him what we once did 
with him, the Houfe fees his motives— It is human 
nature certainly ; but certainly not the better part 
of human nature. 

A game of a two- fold quality is playing by th 
other fide of the Houfe upon this occafioU) to 
which I hope the Houfe, and I hope the kingdom, 
will attend. They arc endeavouring to injure 
through two channels at the fame time— througitj 
« certain great quarter, and through the people* 
They are attempting to alarm the firlt, by affcrdi^? 
that this bill cncrcafes the influence of 
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Hjgainjl the Crowh ; and roufing the people, under 
an idea that it encreafes the influence of the Crowd 
'agdinji That they will fail in both 1 doubt 

hot — In the great quarter I truft they are well 
underftood, and the princely mind of that high 
perfon is a fecurity againfl their devices : — they are 
running fwiftly to take oflF whatever little impofi- 
tion might have been put upon any part, even of 
the multitude. And I with to refciie the charac- 
ter of the public underllanding from the con- 
temptuous implication, that it is capable of bein^ 
gulled by fuch artifices. I feel for my country*^ 
honour when I fay, that Englifljmen, free them- 
fclves, and fond of giving freedom to others, dif- 
dain thefe ftratagems, and are equally above the 
fillinefs of crediting the revilers of this aft, as 
above the bafenefs of confederatin'? or makin? 
Common caufe with thofe who would fupport a 
fyftem which has dilhonoured this country, and 
which keeps thirty millions of the human race in 
wretchednefs. I make allowance for the hair-brain- 
'Cd headftrong delufions of folly and ignorance, and 
the efiefts of defign. To fuch evils every meafure 
is liable, and every man muft expeft a portion of 
the confequence. But for the ferioiis and grave 
determinations of the public judgment I have 
the higheft value, I ever had, and ever (ball have. 
If it be a weaknefs, I confefs it, that to lofe that 
good opinion of even the mcaneft man gives me 
B b feme 
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fame palp; and whatever triumph tnf 
cart derive from fucb a frame of mind^ they are 
welcome to. I do not, after the example of the 
Honourable Gentleman who begun this debate, 
(Mr. Powys) hold the opinion of conftituents in 
difparagement. The clear and decided opinion 
of the more veafonable and refpefiable fltould, in 
sny opinion, weigh the Member upon the fame 
principle that, I think, that the voice of the nation 
iKould prevail in this Houfe, and in every other 
place. But when the reprefentatives yields to the 
conftituent, it (hould indeed be by the majority 
of the reafonable and refpeftable, and not as we 
fliall fee in a day or two, fome of the honefteft 
men in England voting againft the moft popular 
tax ever introduced into this Houfe, in direul op- 
pofition to their own conviftion, and not uponithc 
opinion of either the more refpcQable or reafon- 
able clafs of their conftituents. 

My noble friend (Lord John) with his charafte- 
riftic fpirit, b?.s faid,*^that wt never fought power by 
cabal or intrigue, or under-hand operations ; and 
this he faid in reply to an honourable gentkman 
(Mr. T. Pitt) wbofc conduft demonftrates that he 
thinks thofe the fureft path for his friends. This bill^ 
as a ground of contention, is farcical ; ;he bill, if it 
admitted it, would be to be fet apart, combated 
upon its intrinfic qualities, and not by abufingthe 
Coalitiooi or raiiiog a clamour about influence ; 

i but 
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tmfc lAy don't the gentleman fpeafc out*fa'irIy, m 
we do ; and then let. the world judge between us? 
Our love and loyalty to the Sovereign are as art- 
dent and firm as their own. Yet the broad bafis 
of public charaQcr upon which we received, is the 
principle by which we hope to retain this pow’er, 
— convinced that the fureft road to the favour of 
the Prince; is by ferving him with zeal and fide- 
lity ; that the fafeft path to popularity, is by re- 
ducing the burden, and relioring the glor y of the 
nation; Let tbofe (looking at Mr. Jenkinfon) 
who aim at office by other means, by infcrutable 
and myfterious methods, fpcak out; or if they 
will not, let the world know it is becaufe their 
arts will not bear examination ; and that their 
fafety confifts in their obfcurity. Our principles 
arc well-known; and I Ihould prefer to perifli 
with them, rather than profper with any other. 
The Honourable Gentleman under the gallery 
(Mr, Martin; fays, he diflikes fy Hematic oppofi- 
tion— Whether perpetually rifing up with peevifli, 

' capricious objections to every thing propofed by 
us, deferve that name or not, 1 leave the gentle- 
man himfelf to determine, and leave the Houfe to 
reflect upon that kihd of conduCl which condemns 
the theory of its own conftant praftice— but I 
meet the gentleman direCtly upon the principle of 
the term. He diflikes the fyftematicoppofition; 
now I like it.— A fyftematic oppoiition a dan- 
B b 2 gerous 
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gerou5|^rsmeot ifi>4n mj a noble tm 

ployment for the brigbteft faculties; and if the 
Honourable Gentleman thinks our adminiftratio^ 
a bad one, he i$ light to contribute to its downfall^ 
Oppofuion is natural in fuch a political fyfteni a# 
ours; it has fubfiiled in all fuch governments; 
and perhaps it is neceflary. But to iboie who 
oppofe it, it is extremely effential that their 
manner of conduQing'it incur not a fufpicion of 
their motives. If they appear Jo oppofe from 
difappointment, from mortificfition, from pique, 
from whim, the people will be againft them. If 
they oppofe from public principle, from love of 
their countty rather than hatred to adminiftration, 
from evident conviflion of the badnefs of meafures, 
and a full perfuafion that in their reiillance tq 
men, they are aiming at the public welfare, the 
people will be with them. We oppofed upoq 
thrfc principles, and the people were with us ; if 
we arje oppofed upon other principles, they will 
not be againft us. Much labour has been em- 
ployed to infufe a prejudice upon the prefent fuh- 
jeft; and I have the fatisfadtion to believe, that 
this labour has been fruiticfs; (making a reafon- 
able exception for the miftakes of the uninformed, 
the 6rll impreffions of novelty^ and the natural, 
refult of delibei ate malice) we defire to be tried 
by ted of this very hill, and rifle our chara£lci^. 
upon the l^Tue: cou&diqg thoroughly inrbe good, 
fcnl^ t^e jullice, and the fpirit pf Engliihraen.— 

’ Nftt 
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fyt lofty founds> 'tJ(^r feleSed iepithds/ Hoir^fr 
fionatc dedatnatipii in this Houfe, iior all tbp for^ 
^id efforts of interefted men out of this Houfe, 
(of men whofe ads in the £aft have branded tfaesr 
Biirilh name, and whofe ill-gotten opulence, woik? 
jng through a thoufand channels to delude and 
debauph the public underftanding) can fafteti 
odium upon this mcafure, or draw an obloquy 
upon the authors of it, Wc have been tried in 
the caufe of t(ip public ; and until we defert that 
caufe, we are affured of public confidence and 
proteftion. 

The Honourable Gentleman infinuates, that I 
was incited by avarice, or ambition, or party 
fpiiit.— I have failings in common with every 
human being, befide my own peculiar faults.—^ 
But of avarice, .1 have, indeed, held myfelf guilt- 
lefs. My abufe has been, for many years, even; 
the profeffion' of feveral people; it was theif 
traffic, their livelihood ; yet, until this momeiit, I 
knew not that avarice was in the catalogue of the 
fins imputed to me. Ambition I confefs I have, 
|hut not ambition upon a narrow bottom, or built 
i^pon paltry principles. If from the devotion of. 

life to political objeds, if from the difedion 
of tny induftry to the attainment of fome know- 
ledge of the Conftitution, and the true intereft of 
Britilh empire, the ambition of taking no mean 
Pwt in thoft ads that elevate nations, and make 

a people 
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« people happy,' be criittbai, that ambition! ac: 
knowledge. And as to party fpirh—that I feel 
it, that I have been ever under its impulfe, and 
that I ever lhall, is what I proclaim to the world, 
fhat I am one of a party, a party never known 
to facrlfice the interefts, or barter the liberties of 
the nation for mercenary ptirpofes, for perfonal 
emolument or honours, a party linked together 
upon principles which comprehend whatever is 
dear and moft precious to freemen, and eflential 
to a free conftitution, is my pride and my boadi 
But, Sir, I have a peculiar glory that a body 
of men renowned for their anceftry, important 
for their polTcffions, diilinguilhed for their per* 
fonal worth, with all that is valuable to men at 
ftake, hereditary fortunes and hereditary honours, ' 
deem me worthy of their confidence. With fuch 
men I am fpmething — without them, nothing.-r. 
My reliance is upon their good opinion ; and in 
that refpedk perhaps I am forrunate. Although 
I have a juft confidence in my own integrity, yet 
as I am but a man, perhaps it is well that I have | 
no choice, but between my own eternal d.fgrace , 
and a faithful difeharge of my public duty, 
whilft thefe kind of men are overfeers of my con- 
dufl, whilft men, whofe uprightnefs of heart and 
fpotlefs honour arc even proverbial in the 
country (looking at Lord John Cavendifti) are 
the vigils of my deeds, it is a pledge to the pub* 

lic» 
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lie, for the purity and reftitude of my conduft# 
The profperity and honour of the country, arc 
blended with the profperity and honour of thefe 
illuftrious perfons. They have fo much at ftah:e, 
(bat if the country falls, they fall with it ; and 
to countenance any thing againft its intcreft 
would be a fuicide upon themfelvcs. I'he good 
opinion and proteftion of thefe men is a fecurity 
[ to the nation for my behaviour, becaufc if I lofc 
; them, I lofe my alh 

Having faid fo much upon the extraneous fub- 
jefts introduced by the Honourable Gentleman 
into the debate, I (hall proceed to make fomc 
obfervations upon the bufinefs in queftion. — 
When the learned gentleman brought in his bill 
laft year, the Houfe faw its frightful features 
with juft horror, but a very good n]ethod was 
adopted to foften the terrors of the extravagant 
power that bill vefted in the Governor-general. 
The name of a noble Lord was fent forth at the 
fame time, whofc great charafter lent a grace to 
a propofition which, deftitute of fuch an advan- 
tage, could not be liftened to for one moment, 
hfow, Sir, obferve how differently we have aded 
tJpon the fame occafion. 

The Earl of Fitzwilliam has been fpoken of 
this day, in thofc terras of admiration with 

' which 
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<itrbich hi> name is always mtntwned. Tiicj 
ftetice, liowevef, that wedid not avail oorfelves 
wf the fame of his virtue and abilities kr pafling 
this bill through the Houfe; 

If fuch a thing were to. have t^en place, a$ 
the inftitutiop of the Indian Secretaryflaip (ac- 
cording to the fuggeftions of fomc gentlemen) 
this noble Lord would certainly have been the 
very perfon whom, for my part) I fliould have 
advifed his Majefty to invcft with that office. 
Yet, although his crcdl mind and fpotlefs honour 
would have held forth to the public the fulleft 
confidence of a faithful execution of its duties; 
the objedions in regard to influence upon i 
rcmoveable officer, are tenfold, in coinparifon 
with the prefent fcheme. The Houfe muft norf 
fee, that with ail the benefits we might derive 
from tliat noble Loid’s charadler— -chat, although 
his name would have imparted a landlity, an 
ornament, and an honour to the bill, we ulhered 
it in without that ceremony, to Hand or fall by 
its own intrinfic merits, neither Ibicldiiig it un- 
der the reputation, nor gracing it under tht 
mantle of any man’s virtue. Our merit will be 
more in this, when the name of thofe are known 
whom we mean to propofe to this Houfe, to exe- 
cute this commiJfion. (Name them, laid Mr* 
Arden, acrofs the Houfe) I will not — I will not 
name, them, the bill lhall ftand or fall kjf its c'*'* 

meriK’ 
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hiMibj wWiolii aid c(r injury from, their -chafaci . 
ter. An Honourable Gentleman has faid thefe . 
tommiffioners will be inadeup of our “ adherenta' 
and creatures;’* Sirj there is nothing more eafy 
than to ufe difparaging terms } yet I Hiould have 
thought the name of the Earl of Fitzwilliam 
would have given a fair prefumption^ that the 
colleagues we lhall recommend to this Houfe; 
for the co-execution. of this bufinefs, with that 
tioble Lord) wilbnot be of a defcription to meric 
thefe unhandfome epithets.— I alTure the Honour- 
able gentleman they are not. — I alfure him they, 
are not men whole faculties of corrupting, or 
whofe corruptibility, will give any alarm to this 
Houfe, or to this country s they are men whofe 
private and public characters (land high and un- 
tainted; who are not likely to countenance 
depredation, or participate the fpoils of rapacity. 
They are not men to . fcreen delinquency, or to 
pollute the fervice by difgraceful appointments; 
They would not, for inftance, fend Paul Ben- 
field to India, nor Ihelter him in England, with- 
out his doforving it. 

But this bill. Sir, prefumes not upon the pro- 
bity of the men it looks to the future pofii- 
hility of dilTimilar fuccefifors, and to the morality 
of the prefent comtniiiloqers, who are merely hu^ 
man, .and ;therefore not .incapable of alteration; 
^ndcr f)l the cautjon.of this bill, with the refpoiw 
C e fibility 
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fiStlitf it tAe opML UK to firjr^ 

thit ^ the a|gjcegate bo^ tbfe bowii, deters 
mbied to tale ail its pOber for the ptarpoTe of esr<» 
rtaption, tbU ^oufe, and the people at Urge,' 
woiiid have iels to dktad from them in the way of 
iitfiuertoe, than from « few Afiatics wiio wiH pits* 
bably be dlfplaced in obnfequence of tlds arrange^ 
inent» feme of whom biHtetuni to this coaOtry 
with a millioD, fome with feven hundred thou* 
find, fome with five, befide the three or four hun- 
dred thoularid of others who are cut off in their 
career by the hand of fate. An inundatien of 
fech wealth Is far more dangerous chan any m&a- 
cncs that is lik^ to fpring from a plan of go- 
vemmcht fo conftituted as this propofed->-wbether 
the operation of fuch a mala wealthy be con- 
Kdered in its probaUe upon the principles 
of the members of thit Houle, or the manners of 
the people at large— more cipecially when a re- 
flexion (hat OrientaKfta are b general the moftex- 
atnplaiy dafs of people in didr morals, and b 
their deportment the moft moderate andcorre- 
f^nding with the diftinXion of thehr high biftii 
and families, fumifces a eery reWbnaWc prefemp- 
tS6n, that the expenditure of thdr TBwiey vnii'be 
intach about as honooraWe as tts sic^ement. 

‘1 ffnA now. Sir, cohclttde tny IpeCch frith* 
ft# Words upon the opbiitt bf theR!{^t4f oi)OWW> ’ 
UrOthdeman, (Mr. PM He feyi, « he w* 

flake 
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Ibkl; l)is ehan^r utMii the 7dai^r.«f this b^* 

I mm him in hit own phrafe, andoppofehims-^ 
chareder to cbarader-r-I rifle m]i! all upon the ex* 
cellence of thia faill, I rifle upon it whatever is moft 
dear to aae, whatever men moft value; the cha* 
rafter of integrity, qf talents, of honour, of pret 
fent reputation and future fame t thefe, and what* 
ever elfe is precious to me, 1 ftake upon the confti* 
tudonal fafety, the enlarged policy, the equity, 
and die' wifdom tb'ts mealiue, and have no fear 
in faying, ( whatever may be the late of its authors) 
that this bill wili produce to diis country every 
blefling of commerce and revenue t and that by 
extending a generous and humane government 
over thofe millions whom the infcrutinable deftina* 
tions of Providence have placed under us in the 
remoteft regions of the earth, it will confecrato 
the name of England amOngft the nobleft of na- 
tions. 

Mr. Fox after be’mg upon bis legs about an 
hour and a half, recapitulated the beads of his 
fpeech and fat down. 

Mr. Arden made a tart reply, declaring heMr.Af6e», 
looked on the < bill to be' neither more or lefs 
than a bargain between the Right Honourable 
Secretary and his noble Colleague. The noble 
Lord and he had agreed, that the Secretary ihould 
We the direftion of the Eall-Indu patronage 
Cc a for 
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fpr the fiA (ivc or fevfcn years, aiS 4 ’ 3 »e noblp 
Lord for ever after. ' ' 

At length, it being HALF PAST FOUR itt 
the morning, the Houfe divided, 

' Ayes, — aiy 

Noes, ^ 103 

Majority, — . 1 14 

Afld the Bill wis accordingly committed, after 
which the Houfe immediately adjourned. 

The following is a correft Lift of the pivifion i 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Tutjday, Decemt&g, 1783. ' 

Mr . Fox having moved the order of the day, 
on the third reading, Lord Mahon rofe, and faid, 
he wiflied previoufly to prefent a petition. Mr. 

Fox immediately confented to withdraw his moti- 
on. His Lordlhip then Hated, that he held in Lord m^i 
his hand a petition againft the Bill, then about to 
be propofed to be read a third time ; a Bill the moft 
infamous and abominable that had been at any 
time produced in that Houfe. Had it become an 
aft of pailiament, his Lordfhip faid, his r’efpeft: 
for the legiflature would necelfarily have induced 
him to fpeak of the Bill in lefs harih brms, but 
in that flage of it, he was perfeftly orderly in 
beftowing on it thofe epithets he had ufed, nor 
did he know any too fevere, that could pot 
fibly be applied to it. His Lordlhip then ob- 
fefved, .that the Right Honourable Secretary had 
claimed the fupport and conlidence of the Houfe, 
not on account of his own charafter, but in confe- 
quence of bis didinguiflied and powerful con- 
neftions ; he had dated himfelf to be the leader 
of. a great army, the right wing of which he had 
boafted to have been comn|anded by the noble 
l-ord a^the head of the Exchequer and the Duke 
of Devonlhire, two noblemen of whom he thought 

very 
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htgUy, Aovgh he did not admire their |>re. 
fent conaewotXv bst -the Right Honownhle 5e- 
qetasy had forgot at the fame time to mention 
that the left wing was commaaded by bis noble 
colieagaei the noble Lord in the blur nb< 
hood. His Lordibip laid he would, in two 
wofds, Rate his reafons tor having no confidence 
io the Right Honourable Secretary. It wait be- 
anie nothing could be more oppofite than- hit 
eondufi and profeiliona, nothing more- contrity 
. idiaa his pradices now and his princifJes repeated- 
ly declared, while he was turning out that Mini- 
Aer, with whom be now aflbciated. Hr had 
formerly Rood up the advocate of the rights of 
the people, and the dedared enemy of the influ* 
ence of the Crown. He was now aiming at a 
Mofiiooidiiiateiacreafe of influence, and tramp- 
ling upon the rights of individuals. The petition 
he held in his hand, his Lordlhip faid, was a pe'> 
tition jfirpm the borou^ of Chip{:^ Wycombe 
agaMl the prefent Bill; a petition which he 
Riould beg leave to prefent, though be flood not 
in any need of the inflrodions his conftitnents 
to. induce him to oppofe a Bill b infamous and. 
deteflabb, as that , about to be mad a third 
titpy. ..The petition was accordin^y iwougbt 
vp, and being rend, .was. ordered to lie <» the 

Thd 
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TJie order of the day irai tbea read ibrfiitr 
Aird leading d the Eaft-lodu BiQ. 

Mr. Mamkmtdt,'. and made a very warm and Mr.Httia* 
animated fpeecfa againft the Bill ; he dedared ^’"* 
that he bad not been in the Hoofe when d» Bill 
arat firft introdoced, therefore he had neither 
heard the Ri^t Hon. mover alTtimei that the 
Eaft-India Company were bankrupts, nw had h? 
heard him the next day retrad the aflertion. He 
bad not likewife heard him go through the Bate* 
ment of their affairs laid before that Houfe in 
coatradiftion to his firff report of them. He had 
however read with attention the Bate of the Com* 
pany’s affairs which they bad delivered in, and a 
fairer Bate he never faw. In it the Company had 
omktted to fpve tbemfehres credit for feveral ma<* 
terial artides, wbidi would have amotmted to 
very huge fums. He infilled upon it that fiu^ ‘ 
had been die indecent halle and predpitatim 
with which the Bill had been burried'tfaroagh Par* ■ 
liameut, diat the Houle had not had time to eon* 
fider it pre^rly, to examine the extent of the ne* * 
ceS^ .JOB which it was pretended to have beew 
gtounded, nor to cllablifli the truth of the real, 
fituadonof the Ealh-Indk Company. Had that 
heeu the a&t had the public had time to examine 
it, he was. perfuaded die table would have over* 

'flowed widi petitions againft it. He £ud, he refo 
to fpeak bis mind againft it, becaufo if it 
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pal&d Hobfffi and 4he Hou& b£ Lblds; 
ivhich latter he thought fcarcely cr^dible^ tfaal; 
Houfe would na longer be. a. place for the relbrt 
of gentlemen of independent principles* He 
held up the Bill in the firongeft colours of offen^ 
livenefs and injuilice, and put a number of arga- 
ments very forcibly, in order: to fupport his po^ 
fition. He reprobated ;ibe Bill as vioiating the 
rights and ftijziitng kcui the^^ 

withoiit anyipi^0ui4bargeof^ 
or any pioof of .^e^eflityi ^ N^ieptiibdtec^^^ alfo i 
on the ground of influence, dedating* if it paffed, 
there was an end of the conflitution. What, he 
laid, would that Houfe be, if it flrould ever be 
acceded to ? The King would be reduced to a mere 
cypher, and that Houfe to the fpeaking trumpet 
of the Minifter. It bad been caUed a daring aud 
fpirited meafure, and the Right Honourable Se- 
cretary had been complimented for his boldnefs* 
For his part, he could not admit that any man 
could be laid to be daring, where there was no 
danger, nor fpirited, where there was no refill* 
ance. Mr. Hamilton enlarged upon tile nature 
of the danger, and faid, fome men there were, who 
could wade -to power through fedition, and fecure 
h through inSuenee^^o, in order to rife, bad the 
•art of contriving,* to fow^the;feed8:©f popular da* 
mour and difeonteaic, J^ithtmtrifquing the daog€f> 
'4b&t tnuft necefiardy have accompanied th©; 

Cbb 
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of either; after b'evitig 

of a variety of other fevere perfonal infinuatioiiSt. . 

Mr. Hittniltoo painted the alarm and deteftation 
that the Bill bad occafioned in the Ball India. 
Company in the liveliefl colours, and faid, it was 
fit the Houfe (hould know, that the Proprietors 
were refolving upon the defperate meafure of 
:tigl^i‘ng‘Up their Charter to the foot of the throne, 

§ fiQ furrender k, and daiming the protec* 
their Sovereign,- for the (ecurity of their 
properly. At letigtb Mr. Hamilton con* , 
vHh.a general and #arm appeal to the feel-^ 
of the Houfe, to prevent a Bill, that threaten* 
ed univerfal disfranchifement and defpotirm, from 
getting a ftage farther. 

Mr. Nicholli began with faying, that after the Mt;Ni.iioiii 
ample manner in which the qucftion had been 
difcufled on the two former debates, it would be 
prefumption in him to fuppofe that he could ad- 
duce new arguments on the fubjeft. But the 
harlh epithets which had been given to the Bill^ 
made it neceflary for him not to content himfelf 
with a (ilent vote, but to aflign the reafons which 
bad induced him to give the meafure his'fup- 
port. 

After enumerating the yi|pous opprobrious epi- 
thets wlikB fcad been given to tlic bill, he took 
nwiceof two of a more.p^ib and definite mean- 
ing than any others, di^raniiifmcni ond w^Jcatien, 

Dd He 



Hid, if dw BiU WM a BiU of dufir«ich^fi|teiit 
Mid iconfiication, lie had hitherto bees opacqaaint* 
fd ,widi the meaning of tho& words. He iaid, 
the privilege of exdufive trade to India, and the 
right to the territorial po&ffions acquired hy the 
Company remained inviolate, and anafie6led by 
this Bill ; yet it was the extinguilhment of this ex< 
clofive privilege, and the feizure of their property 
which could alone jollify the epitbetsof di$fran< 
chifement and confifcatioa. 

But he faid, he would not cavil with the Ho* 
ncurable Gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houfe on the precife meaning of words : heap* 
preliended the thing complained of was this, that 
whereas at prelent, llie concerns of the India Com> 
pany are managed by twenty- four Diredors eled* 
cd by the Proprietors, and controulaHe by the 
Proprietors; by this Bill, the affairs of the Com* 
pany ate from henceforth to be managed by fixtecn 
Direflors nominated by ParUament, and contrdul* 
able by the Proprietors only through the intervenr 
tbn of Parliament. This, be apprehended to be 
the objeflion to the bill, as far as that objedioa 
wa» founded on its being a violation of the rights 
of the Proprietors. He faid, he had weighed this 
objedion, and after the utmofl cuofideration he 
had been able to give it, he ffiU approved the 
prmcipte of the Bill. And as it had bKn aflted, 
whether the Bill was founded on the idea of the 

Company’* 
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abmlcrA^t, or on its. ha^Hif|| 
icomnniitted »Eis of deiinquency., by which it hkd 
^;rfeited its charter, he would firft Ull thi 
Houfe, what was not th<i ground oh which 
he gave his iu{q>ort to the Bill.— —He did 
flot give bis fiipport to (he Bill, on the 
ground of the India Company’s being a bankrupt ; 
though he had no (cruple to fay, that if an indU 
vidual trader flood in the fituation in which the 
India Company now ftands, he would be liable 
to be made a bankrupt. He faid, the law had 
fubjefted an individual trader to be made a bank- 
rupt, not only when his cffeQs were of lefs value 
dim bis debts, but when he was unable to dif- 
charge the demands that were made on him, with- 
in a reafonable time aftet thofe demands might 
legally be made. The Company now (lands in 
that dtuation ; indebted to Government more than 
900,000!. for. cuftoms, the payment has been 
pollponed by authority of Parliament ; the time 
that has been indulgently given to the Company 
by Parliament, is nearly expired, yet the Comr 
pany is utterly unable to difeharge the debt. He 
had therefore no Icrupic to fay, that an individual 
trader, flanding in the fame fituation Ss die 
Company, woulJ be iiabbf to be made a bank- 
mpt.— BufJ he fa 3 , it was not on the ground of 
the India Company’s btnng a bankrupt, that he 
|»ve bit iil^pbrt to the Bill; Neither Vas it on 
D d a the 
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ijfi grcmrtd of deltni^aetH^', thttogb lie thot^hl 
ih«*Obmpany’s conduft; in many mftances, ex. 
tremely culpable. He inflanced the oppreffive 
^btlbpoties that had been eftablilhed in Bengal, 
i^d laid confiderabie ftrefs on the prejudice the 
Company had done to the national reputation, by 
fmuggling opium into China ; in which empire, 
the introdu6lion of opium is prohibited, from 
principles of police. — He faid, when the Com- 
pany acapted the grant of an exclufive trade to 
India, there was an implied engagement on the 
part of the Company, that the trade Ihould be 
carried on honourably, and with good faith, and 
in fuch a manner as might not hurt the interest of 
the nation. That by fubmittlng to take on them 
'the employment of fmugglers, the Company had 
broke this engagement, and done irreparable da- 
mage to the Englifli name in China. — Having 
thus Bated w'hat were not the grounds, he pro- 
ceeded to Bate what was the ground on which he 
fupporte,d the Bill ; he laid, the ground on which 
he voted for the Bill, was this-,' that the prefent 
fyllem of AdminiBration of the India Company 
inadequate to the management of the concerns 
‘intrufled to it. It is unable to enforce obedience 
' to its orders ; it is unable to prevent the 
revenues of thb territorial pofleffions from 
'being waBed by its fervants; it is uriaWfe to 
'proitef); i!h4 inhabitants of the terriierial pol&lBon^ 

'from 
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fit)« the rapine and (tq>pre(riQn of. .its 
vants j it >* unable to rellrain its fervaB^ 
from faflioos diflenfions among themfelves •, it is 
unable to reftrain its feryants from engaging j» 
Wars of rapine and ambition at the hazard, n4t 
only of the interefts of the Company, but of the 
welfare of the ftate. On this ground he approved 
of the prefent Bill, he approved of the interfer- 
ence of Parliament to fubftitute a vigorous fyftem 
of Admiuiiiration in the place of one which was 
found, by experience, inadequate to the concerns 
intruded to it. If he were alked by what right 
Parliament interfered, he would anfwer the quef- 
tion : Parliament' interfered in its charafter of the 
great national council, bound to fuperintend the 
interefts of every part of the empire.. He faid, 
that no one in the debate had ventured to fay, 
that when l^arliament granted to the India Com- 
pany the right of cxcluGve trade, and of acquir- 
ing territorial polTeflions in India, Aid marked out 
the. fyftem of adminiftration by which the Com- 
pany’s aflFairs Ihould be governed, viz. V tweAty 
four Direftors elected ^pd^controulled by the Pror 
prietors, it at the fame time divefledjtfelf of the 
•power of fuperintending and regulating the Ad- 
miniftration of the Company’^ affairs. — If Parlia- 
ment had made fuch a grant, it would have been not 
only the moft roifehievous' to the .empiie, .but the 
. moft perniciQUS to die Company, that was ever 
.deviled by man. The uniform conduft of Parlia- 
ment 
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Mehtihem-it-faas notdtvdl^itieif ' pf rCi 
^ttrfert in the management of t!ie India Cbni< 
pany^ concern}. Sometime} we Have feen Par; 
liaoient interfering to retrain the Direfiora from, 
fteUng too large a dividend ; at other timet, re« 
draining them fitrni extending their credit by if. 
firing bonds beyond a ceitam amoont ; at another 
time, depriving ftockdiolders of 500I. fioCk from 
gyring in the General Court, and limi(ing that 
right .to fuch ftock-bolders only as are poiFclTed of 
loool. (lock, and this, although -by the original 
conditution of the Company as created by Pariia- 
inent, the Proprietors of 500I. dock were de< 
dared members of the Genera! Court, and in* 
titled to vote at the eledion of the Directors. In 
all tiiefe cafes Parliament interfered in its charac. 
ter of the great national council, bound to inter* 
fere, whenever the welfare of the whole empire or 
the immediate interells of the Company required 
it. He frid, he bad hitherto confidered the right 
of Parliament to interfere, and the emergency 
ttbich called for its interference, in the circum* 
feribed view of the India Company, confidered as 
jrctmimercial Company, poflefledof the privilege 
of exdufive trade to India, and of the territorial 
pofidfions ac(|aired under its charter. But there 
is another rights by which Parliament may, and 
another ground on which it ought to intetfere, 
viz. the protefeion of at iCaft'twdVe iriillionsof 

' ^fcftili 
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griufh fttbjcfliiolDcloflan. The govemtnen(wirf 
tbefe futgefU bat been hiiherto intruded by ParliiH 
ment to the India Company^ to enable the Con^ 
pany to cany on its exclniive trade, and coUefltha 
revenues of its territorial pofleiOons with mor« 
advantage. Experience has (hewn us, that the 
pre'ent fydem of adminiitration of theCompany, 
u unable to proteff thefe fubjefls of the empire 
from oppreOion. He truded nobody would d^f> 
pute the right Parliament to interfere for 
this purpofe. Parliament cannot have diveded 
itfelfof this right, it would have abdicated its funo 
tions, it would ceale to be a parliament. There 
is yet another ground on which Parliament ought 
to adopt the prcfent Bill ; the podelBons acquired 
in India, though extenfive and fertile, and a* 
bounding m indudrious inhabitants, yet under the 
feeble government of the India Company, they 
have never afforded that addition of drength to the 
empire that might have been expected ; they have 
remained almod a didtnfl empire, the force of., 
wliicb has frequently been direfied to objefls very 
•lifFerent from the welfare tff the whole. The. 
prcfent Bill promiles to knit together tbefe dif*. 
jointed parts, to confolidate the Afiatic and Euro-, 
pean poffeilions into one empire, and by that 
means add drength and vigour to the whole. Be* 
lore be fat down, he faid, he would anfwer ai| 
objeftioq that bed been urged by the Honourabif, 
Qf^tleman yrho fpoke lad, viz. That this Bill 

would 
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Would incce^fe the io^ience of ihe CmWu* 
.faejbadilways tbouglst that ppwer Tefiding in 
the Crown ptoduSiVe of no public good, emplojjed 
•only for (he puipofe 0f influence, ought to be abo^ 
Hfticd. What was die inference drawn from thispofi* 
tion? Thai power neceffary for the well being of the 
ftate mull not be intrufted to the Crown, left it 
may be employed for the purpofes of influence. 
Was this fair reafoning? He faid, if the prin- 
ciple of the bill was right, if it was expedient to 
fubflitute a vigorous f)llem of Adminiftration in 
the place of one found by experience too feeble, 
any little incovvenience that might arife from the 
a\igmentation of influence mud be fubmitted to. 
The molt fortunate decifions . of human wifdom 
were rarely found without alloy. One remark how- 
e^’cr, be would make, that ihe ample prunings, 
which the influence of the Crown had lately re- 
ceived, rendered the danger from an increafe of 
influence much Icfs than it would have been at any 
former period. He clofed, with faying, dial from 
perfuaiion that the fyflem fubllitutcd by this bill^ 
would promote the interefts of the Proprietors of 
India flock, alFord ptote6lion to the inhabitants of 
the flritilk empire in Indoftan, and an addition of 
ftrength and vigour to the empire, he Ihould give 
it his fupport, 

* Mr. Alderman Wilks declared ,firm. jcfplu' 
don to oppofc with all his , 

‘ iniquity 
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‘ i^bi^ »id if^uftibe^^dsn^roas to tile 
liberties EaglHbmeti, and that would iboaer' or 
Utet overtnrn the conftinttioti. ' The bill not 'tm* 
}y broke the faith of Parliament with regard totbe 
EaA India Company, but gave the pablib atf a* 
larming idea of what all other corporate bodies 
were to expeft. He reminded thii Houfe of the 
grounds of neceflity upon which the Bill had been 
originally introduced, aod the nlannerin which 
Mr. Fox had ilated the fituation of the Company’s 
affairs. The Right Hon. Gentleman had not, he 
acknowledged, ufed the wwd bankn^tq), but he had 
faid exprefelyt that the Company were in debt five 
millions; and in order to make out this, "the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had omitted to Hate in 
his calculation all their floating property 
Slips, Mr. Wilkes faidj Were coming home, and 
might be cxpefted in the courfe of thO; years 1^84 
and lySS* H® Ihewed alfo, that the Secretary 
had omitted the mention of the Company's proper- 
ty in their warehouies in India. Thefe added to* 
' gether made a vaft fum. Having Rated thisj Mr. 
Wilkes obferved upon die diflference between the 
accounts of their affairs, as given by the Com- 
pany, figned by their Auditor and their AccdUn- 
tant, and authenticated at the Bat of the Houfe, 
and the account tnade out by Mr. Fox; in that 
he faid; iflue was joined, abd an argument 
•Mid libt fairfy be deduced either one way or the 
E e 
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Other, till that iffue was tjicd. The iffiie du^t 
therefore to go to trial at the Bar of the Houle, 
and then the truth would cotne out. With regard 
to the Company’s having committed aSs of bank- 
ruptcy, the Right Honourable Secretary knew 
the nature of aSs of bankruptcy, fo much better 
than the lawyer on the floor, who had juft fat 
down, that he was fure he would readily join 
with him, in declaring, that he need not go out of 
that Houfe for many right honourable inftances, 
that not to be able to pay a legal demand, u'as no 
a61 of bankruptcy; that Houfe proved, in a va- 
riety of inftances, the eflential diftinftion between 
inlolvericy and bankruptcy. The India Company 
might be infolvent, but they were not bankrupt. 
The fame worthy lawyer, to whom he had al- 
luded, had faid the bill was not a bill of disfran- 
chifement and conflfcation. Would any body 
contend, that if he held property to which was 
annexed a franchife, and that property was feized 
upon and taken out of his hands, would any 
body contend that he was not robbed of his fran- 
chife? Moft certainly he was. With regard to 
conflfcation (for he would Hill flick to the word) 
if he underftood what conflfcation meant, it was 
the taking the proper^ of one man out of his 
hands, and putting it into the hands of another. 
The bill took away the property of the lEaft-India 
Company from their keeping, and forciblyy and 
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a^inll their will, delivered it into the- keeping of 
(sthersj Some gentlettien, Mr. Wilkes obf^rved, 
had befiowed harlh epithets on the bill, and called 
it an infamous and abominable bill. Fje would 
fpeak-of it more tenderly, and call it by its true 
name. It was then neither more or lefs than a 
fwkUing bill, irmn and prefented under falfe pre- 
tences to rob the innocent Proprietors of the Eaft- 
India Company of their rights, privileges, and 
property. This was the true defeription of it. — . 
With regard to the government of our Indian 
territories, he declared he had not, generally 
fpeaking, any great tendernefs on that account ; 
he had ever thought it the ftrangeft thing in the 
world to truft the government of a mighty empire 
in the hands of a body of merchants and traders. 
This was indeed an imperium in imptrio the moft 
abhird and ridiculc^s that could be imagined. — 
Belides, dominion and fovereignty were neither 
the original nor the proper obje& of the Eaft- 
India Company’s purfuits; they were inllituted 
for the fake of carrying bn a commerce with the 
Eaftern world, and not a fcandalous and hetero- 
geneous traffick, made up of war and trade, rapine 
and murder, peculation and corruption. He de- 
clared he ihould be heartily glad, if every Euro- 
pean were driven out of Afia. Not merely the 
Uiitilh fubjeQs, but the Dutch, the French and 
the.Portjsgueze, whofe barbarous treatment of the 
E e 2 natives 
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Before Mr, Wjl^s <»>pcltt4c<|, he paid Mr. Fosi; 
and I^ord North fcvxr^X very hi^ cc^plimenti,, 
nimpg foMe cenfore with his epiogtes. , He gave 
Mr.. Fqs fuU credit ^r pofie^g the . greatofk 
talents, rmd mqd.happ/ Bow of yrords that ever, 
a parliamentary debater wa$ gifted ii^itb. 
lamented, therefor^, that a man of fo mach 
genius, a politician of fuch firmnels and fpirie 
to bring forward and carry through apy meafurp, 
however bold and enterprihng, IhouM have pro* 
pofedOne, which he could not confider but ai 
dellrudive to the liberties of the people, and 
dangerous to the Conl^kution. Spe^g of Lord 
North, he allowed the noble Lord the molt per* 
fed perfonal integrity and ability, the puref| 
elaffical wit, and the moil edy manner; and uiH 
affededgood humopr that ever didinguilhed at^ 
man, kt his Hation be what it might. He cpuld 
not, he owned, but wi^ the npble Lord had 
a greater reverence for the Conditution, That 
was a quality, wbiefe ought to be inherent in a 
good Minide^ and wanting that, no man cpUld 
be a fit minider. for this country. In the courfo 
of his fpeechi Mr. Wilkes took 'ibme notice, of 
the Coahtioit, which he reprpbated at moft unna* 
tural and incongruous, declaring It to be adPd>hr> 
virate, from whom as much mifebief fe our pop.* 
ditutional rights and privilej^eswas.tphtdrejfdadi^'. 
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viratc'or dfectoVirate that ^ver was fonned. 

Mr. J’ljfej Ztiitrei/'teiy’ candidly but very fully 
fupported the motion ; he faid He had given the 
ntmoft attentidn in his power to every material 
argument that bad beeni ufed, either for, or agaiiiii 
the Bill, from the time that fubjed was firft men- 
tioned to the Houfe, to the moment he was then 
fpeaking^ and, upon coniidering the whole, he 
was decidedly of opinion, that the Bill fhould be 
read a third time, and ought to pafs in the Ibape 
it was then perfeded ; but he did not much won- 
der to fee fome oppofition follow it to the lall, 
Itecaufe he had obferved, that no foonOr did the 
Speaker fliortly Hate the contents of thofe daufes 
that were to veft in certain Commiflloners, fince 
named by the Bill, the management of onr Eafl- ' 
India pofleffiOns, than it roufed the fire of the 
flatefman and the envy of the poEtician ; fome 
gentlemen, he faid, feemed ihfiantly to lofe fight 
t>f the neceffity and efficay of the meafure, in the 
[ealoufy which they felt, and which they ex> 
preifed, at the influence it might give thfc Mim- 
^tr, who would have the nogninatibn of the men. 
This he cotifidered as. the leading flar of Oppofi- 
'^0 to tho Bill ; here he had fcen the ihoe of 
to ^itlch to..a degree, that fomfe oiP its vota- 
?fies were tibable tb bear with temper ; but he 
notiiiini, either as an Eaft-Ia3o Proprietor, 

or 
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or a Meml^r of Parliament, %Qt thererto^guar^J 
theiriterefts of the community at iatge, that he 
ought to be Jed away by the jpriya^ interefts of 
apy particular party in that Houfe, , He approved 
the Bill as it was then cotppieated^ ^becaufe it met 
his ideas, of what appeared necelTaiy and proper 
for this country to do upon, the qccafion, ^nd he 
was.perfuaded, that it would ultimately tend to 
the honour of Great-Britain, to the profperityof 
the Eaft-India Company, to the gain and liability 
of all the Proprietors, for there was not two opi- 
nions in that Houfe, but the noble Eail propofed 
to prefide at that Board, and the fix Chief Direc- 
tors, would be .found much more equal to the 
governing our territorial poffelSons in India,, than 
thbfe who heretofore had the management of 
them ; and it was generally agreed by the Houfe, 
although a few members dilTented, that it would 
be extremely impolitic at the prefent moment to 
feparate the territory from the commerce of India , 
if fo, why then, as the Affiflant Direftors were all 
men of bufinefs and ability, it appeared to hini) 
that the Bill was perfe&ly judicious and right, foi 
with reffiefl: to the Dire6lors being Members of 
Parliament, the Houfe would have the advantage 
of their prcfencc to give information whenever ii 
was fought for, and account for their , proceeding' 
when jeguired to do fo. As for the alarm whid 
fom^ gentlemen exprefled, and witji 
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they had eniJ^votiired fo. imbibe the minds ^ 
others, that the patronage might give an undue 
influence to the Crown, or to the Miniflfer, he 
verily believed it would not outweigh their juft 
proportion of power in the conftitutional fcale, 
however it preponderated in the political one of 
thofe who had been Minifters, and might wi(h to 
be fo again. He would freely confefs, however 
unpopular it might, be, that he never Ihould think 
any roan'deferved credit for having been inftru* 
mental to reduce the power of the Crown to its 
prefeht extreme, neither would he have boafted 
of it, as fome gentleman did, if he had concurred 
in the total annihilation of the Board of Trade. 
He faid the Houfe feemed blinded to the bad 
ronfequences of that raeafurc, by the party vio- 
lence of thofe times, but he feared they had been 
felt by almoft every commercial ipan in this 
kingdom *, it was a propofition which, he owned, 
appeared almoft as ftrange to him, as what had 
been offered to the Houfe for a preference to the 
Bill. Some gentlemen contended, that we Ihould 
give up all our Eaft-India concerns into the 
bands 'of the native Princes, and bid them be 
Sappy, but by ednfenting to that, they would i^ 
Ibe fam^ breath declare the Eaft-India Company 
bankrupt, with many of its conneSions. The 
ftinian, the artificer, the raanufaSurer, and la- 
njt^ all fink in one general ruin. Ad- 
ditional 



t*il^ ) 

dltional poverty ani'ffiftllfg fevery 

part of this ifland. He then afifed if the alteroa* 
?ive propofed byabill of a Hfnfed gentleiiiani 
by himfelf perfonally* was 'much mote ic- 
jceptable ? he thought not, for he defired, to ftrip 
the language of the learned gentleman, and that 
of his friends, of the flowers of oratory, and alllti 
trophies, and fee if the eflehce of it to common 
jenfe did not amount to this : We are ready to 
declare that the Eaft-India Company are incom- 
petent and unfit to govern their territorial poffef- 
fions in India ; therefore we content that you 
ihould take them away, but we defire that all the 
patronage, all the controul, power, and manage- 
ment of their commerce, may be left, as hereto- 
fore, in the hands of the Direftors — he faid, for 
what, for the benefit of the Proprietors ? No.-" 
For the benefit of their own convenience? 

Yes. For the learned Gentleman declared, and 
Jiis friends declared, that they would arreft out of 
the bands of the Court of Proprietors alt poWel 
and controul over thofe Direftors, and then the 
Patronage, the Secret Influence, and the Public 
Power, given by other Afts of Parliament, mull 
all center with the Minifter of the day ; and what* 
ever condufl: thofe Direftors ihight obfcne or 
ahet,. the Court of i?^pnetors Ihoiidd barC 'UO 
power to caU ^em to raouQt for* 
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Things Ji^p^aring,tohim to be fo, he wOpId 
beg leave, of thofe evils offered him, to choofe 
the lead; and as it had been adjudged conditu- 
tionally neteflary to take from him the mana^- 
ment of that property, he was fure his preference 
was right, when he accepted the terms of the 
Bill, becaufe the faith and the honour of the Secre- 
tary of State that produced it, the faith and the 
honour of all thofe Miniders with whom he drew, 
that of the noble ]£arl who was to prefide in the 
Direftion, and of the fix other Chief Direftors, 
were all pledged to do the bed they confidently 
could for the benefit of the Company, and he did 
not doubt but the effcfls of the bill woukl be an 
cncreafe of their credit, and of the value of theit 
flock. 

He had beard it faid more than once in the 
Courfe of the bufinefs, that in the multitude of 
counfellors there was wifdom j he begged leave to 
repeat it, and to apply the obfervation thus : — 
What effeft had the Call of the Houfe upon that 
Bill ? An encreafe in confultation of a multitude of 
councilors on its merits, and he had the evidence 
of the lad divifion to Ihew, that the more they 
were eonfidered, the better they were approved j 
he had no doubt but they would continue to be 
fo by all dirpaffionate men ; for he was perfuad- 
ed| that the Bill promifed much in the prefent 
fituation of the Bad- India Compan/s affairs^ and 
Ff in 



[ ) 

I 

^ eAe riecefllty ef reforlll,^te^brii^ 
Orect'Britain, to t^ Company, to tbe-Stock« 
hdder. As an hambk reprefimtativa of the for« 
nwr, aiid as makbg one (tf the latter, he thought 
his thanks were better dne to the Right Honoor- 
aUe Secretary, who had produced the Bill, than 
either to thofe gentlemen who would give the 
property to the Indian Princes^ or to the learned 
gentleman and his friends, who would leave them 
fittle more than the name of it. Under thefe cir> 
cumilances, therefore, be chearfully concurred in 
the Bill being read a third time, and would cer> 
tainly give his vote for its paIBng into a law. 
wuie! GrtmiUe began, by wifliing the Hwiour- 

Ckndeman whovlptdce lad, and who bad 
delivered himfelf fo fluently in a general manner, 
lA Aipport of the biN, had condefeended to favour 
the Houfe with a few arguments in fupport of 
what he had advanced. Mr. Grenville Rid, that 
having heard nothing like a folid and fubftantial 
reafcn in favour of the bill yet, he had Hftened to 
the whole of the Honourable Gentleman's fpeecb 
with the utmoft attention, but had not been able 
to find the appearance of argument for the bill in 
any part of it. Having feid this, he declaredi he 
Would not go over the grrandof general objedion 
againfl the bill a fecond time, hot would chieBy 
confine himfelf to a few obfismtioiia itpo» what 
had fallen from di&rent g w flemca ki the cooife • 

•I 



, , vi*,9 f) 

«f tlie^rectdiog debat^i A&d chiefly from a Rig&t 
Honourable Gentleman^ who, when the principks 
of the bill bad been debated laft week, had fpqken 
veiy much at large on the fubje^ of India (Mr. 
Burke.) That Right Honourable Gentletnan, a* 
mong other extravagant aflertions, had not con* 
tented hinrfeif with general praife of the prefeat 
bill, but bad termed it a confirmation of Magna 
Gharta. This was a mod extraordinary declarar 
(ion, and if Right Honourable Gentleman 
could prove that it bore .any the moft dillant ana- 
logy to Magna Gurta, be muft deeply lament, 
that he had ever been fent to that Houfc; for he 
certainly read hii Magna Charta, in a, ftile fo com- 
pletely different from th^e language and purport 
of the prefent bill, that he could not be qualified 
for a reprefentativ-e in Parliament, of any fet of 
people whatever, if the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man was right, .and he was wrong. One great 
principle of Magna Charta, as he read it, was, 
** that no Engliftiman was to be fpoiled of bis 
property and privileges, or diffeized of his 
“ .freehold, but by the judgment of his Peers, 
** or the common law of the land.'* Th^ hill then 
under confideration dire£Uy and avowedly violat- 
ed this fundamental principle of our great charter. 
Mr. Grenville went on to make a variety of ob- 
fervatiotfe ©u Mr. Burke’s fpeech of Monday 
fe’ennightf aU of which were extremely, ingenio^^ 
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and wisll put. He concluded with declaring his 
fatisfadioo in having done his utmoft to prevent 
fuch a Bill from being carried intp a law. 

Cen. Bur- General Burgoyne faid, that he had the honour 
goync. during two years in the chair of the firft 

Committee, that had been appointed by that 
HoU&, to invefUgate the affairs of the India (iom- 
pany ; and in the courfe of that enquiry, he had 
formed a decided opinion, that qo radical rcdrefs 
' could be given to the mifgovernment of the Com- 
pany abroad and at home, but by a material 
change in thtir Conftitution ; a Conftitution wife- 
ly framed in moll inftances, for the purpofes of 
trade, for which it was defigned, but inadequate 
and prepollerous for the conducing dominion and 
empire, to which, by a ftrange concurrence of 
events, it was now applied. For the fuccefe of 
the Committee, to which he alluded, and bring- 
ing to light the mifeonduft of that day, be could 
not better appeal than to the Speaker, who was an 
able partaker in the labours of that Committee, 
tnd an eminent example of its integrity. 

Without touching upon the caufe that pre- 
vented the good effefts to which the proceedings 
of that Committee naturally led, he had frequent- 
ly lamented, that either that, or the Secret Com- 
iriittee, which went hand in hand with it, ever fate 
-—God forbid the mifearriageof this Billfhould 
double that regret! for wheti fuch gcneial de- 

teftiofl 



teftlon is fdHowcd only by general imptwilty, # 
abortive plans of reform, it afts as encourage* 
tnent and fan^on to the progrefs of offences ; 
till what was thought the extreme of guilt at one 
time, as in the year 1773, compared with 
what is produced’ before you in 1783, appears to 
have been but a finall degree upon the fcale of 
wickednefs. 

The General faid, he was not here when this 
Bill was introduced, but he had read with great 
pleafuve, that the Right Honourable Mover, had 
been called upon with great earpeftnefs to produce 
an efifeaual reform — no palliatives or half meafurcs 
could be accepted, — furprize was then great 
indeed, to find the fame honourable and highly 
refpeftable gentleman, [Mr. Pitt] who had thrown 
out that exhortation, ground his moft forcible ar- 
gument in oppofition to the Bill, upon violation of 
charters, becaufe he could not conceive any two 
ideas more irreconclleable, than efFcftual reform 
diion of the Company’s charter — It 
Wbs MwJiJeirary to go into more debate upon char- 
ters abfl^SfSledly, fince it was now admitted by the 
mod ftrenuous aflertors of tKeirTacredncfs, that if 
the truft of a charter was fo abufed* or perverted, 
as to make it abfolutely mejfary to alter or abridge 
it, the legiflature was clearly competent, and 
bound In duty, fo to do. Upon this plea tlien of 
ntcejiiy \t joined iffuej and for proof of that 
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«ec«fetjr, 'hh the re. 

port! upon the table.— Wi«t a pidute had his 
honourable iriend [Mr, Burke] -drawn from 
chofe roporta; a pliun upioloured narrative be 
had profeked it to be,, and fo it was— He couU 
not have heightened it— Had hia honourable 
friend been difpoled, abftraftediy to give a* theory 
of the crimes, to which the human mind may be 
-brought, with all his flretch of invention, his 
abundant fancy, his powers of imagery, which 
hepofTelTes beyond any man, he qould not have 
equalled the realky of crimes extuit in thofc re- 
ports— every page was a new difeovery of Tar- 
tarus. ^ 

VenOdit hie auro palriam, domimmqiu potentm 
Jmfmfiat, jxidt leges prttio, atpu rtfitnt, 

Auji mm mmtrt tufas, outofue poUli ! 

Fiction nor policy could not reach the hor- 
rors of thofe reportts; and ihould we then 
. be told of charters ? a charter, unij|« ii^hich 
fuch tranfadions can pafs with tWPpiiy h 
in itfelf he was going to fay a T 

but it was much worfe ; it was a charter . of de- 
■vallation, of cruelty, of famine, and of blood- 
Or ihould we be flopped in the great work of re- 
drefs, by the memds of the Company ; that ca- 
rious flatement, confuted one day, ameuded (he 
other, new modelled a third I tp perfuade^jos. ^ 
the financial capacity of the Company, to drag 
on for a few years longer, a wretdicd, dilgrace* 

ful> 



ful, fatal produfiUve,cf 

ilrufHon to thirty millions of the human raooi 

and a perpetual infamy to the Britilh name ! 

In regard to the influence of the Crown« the 
General faid, that upon the fame principle upon 
which in a former year he had voted for the dimi- 
nution of that influence as applicable to the cor- 
ruption of that Houfe, he now voted for the 
claufe of the Commiffioners in this Bill; being 
clearly of opinion; with many others who had 
fpoke, that it exdianged an occult^ a clande(tine» 
and a dangerous influence^ for an open» dire£l> 
and conilitutional patronage of the Hate, for 
which every Minifter would be refponfible with 
his chara6ler and bis head. 

The General concluded with obferving the fneer 
which was common in talking upon the very full 
attendance upon this Bill : there had not been much 
of it within the Houfe for a plain reafon, namely, 
that the urgent call for friends had been pretty 
equal on both Tides, and, as he thought, without 
diferedit to either ; for if one fet of gentlemen be- 
lieved a great public good depended upon the 
fupport of a Bill, and another that the public in- 
tereH lay iq its defeat, it was very natural and 
proper, that ^acb Ihould defire to bring to town 
every: man who agreed refpedlively in opinion. 
He Aertfow was ready to avow tbofe two priqr 
ciptesi tkf ated by fomc to be fg b^babki attach- 
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mcnt t6 bU friend, and wty to his counhy.—tfi! 
avowed that upon thofe motives he h^d traverfed 
the (ea, 'and three hundred miles by land, for the 
exprefs purpofe of giving his vote upon this occa< 
fion ; and his fatisfadion at this moment was 
greatly enhanced, at finding the meafure his heart 
approved, had been introduced and condtifled 
to its prefent ilage of fuaefs> by the men be 
loved. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Martin faid, Sir, I rife chiefly for the purpofe 
of giving a parting execration to this pernicious and 
unconflitutioiial Bill, for fuch it appears to me in 
every point of view. Though fome palliatives have 
been applied to it. — I'bough we are not to be at- 
tended in this Houfc by the Apothecaries — and 
though’our feven prefent Phyficians may be men 
both of fldll and integrity, yet, when they fall olFi 
theii* places may be filled by Dotlors, of whom we 
may conceive a very different opinion. At the fame 
time, Sir, I mull congratulate the Right Hon. 
Seaetary, on the compleat and brilliant viSory 
he is about to gain over the Independence of the 
Houfc of Commons. The Bill once pafled, 
men who think and aft fur themfelvcs, may as 
well be abfent from this Aflembly. We may, 
indeed come down to fettle petty regulations and 
matters of trifling confequence, but for any thing 
great or noble, we may bid adieu to it. Oar 
country gentlemen *may flay in tl^cir cpuutksi.and 
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men of bufinefsin the may give clofe ^ 
tendana to their private avc^riim^ for “ ASiiu 
}* (ft de, Refuhlica** To (peaki Sir, in more fa- 
miliar language, and the language of the turf, 
which tlie Right Honourable Secretary under- 
Hands •y he has fairly jock^d us out of our liber- 
ties. Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman 
doubts my Cacerity, when I attribute his eonduA 
to avarice, ambition, or party fpirit. Ambition 
and party fpirit I have beard him avow ; and ^ 
to avarice, I mud fay, without meaning any per- 
fonal application, that I think it perfeflly coa- 
fillent with the prefent extravagance, and often 
the immediate effeft of it. Mr. Speaker, on fuch 
a day as this I cannot but regret the lofs of fomc 
didinguilhed friends to the Conditution of this 
country ; I fear we (hall mifs them moft eflential- 
iy ; and here, Sir, permit me to pay my humble 
tribute of praifc to their moft worthy cha rafters. 

I mean, Sir George Sa vile and Sir Charles Tur- 
ner : the fortner, v^ir, I truft, may, by retreating 
from public bufinels, recover his health, and in 
feme future time benefit the country by his ad- 
vice and afiiftance. Of the latter I fhall only re- 
mark, that though fome fingularities in his opi- 
nion might oGcafion pleafantiy, he had the fub- 
Hantial virtues of a good citizen, and a fteady, inr 
trepSi aflerier of public liberty. However re- 
fpcftably, Sir, the places of thefe gentlemen may 
be filled in tbis* Houfe, 1 (hall always lament their 
G g lo& 
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for$ as men of diftlnguiflied merits I cannot con- 
ceive that characters, fuch as thefe, would have 
fuppoited the Bill now propofed to^bt pafl^, 
Whatever pictended neceffity there may be for it, 
they would ha\ e ftrenuoufly oppofed it. I am well 
aware, Mr. Speaker, that the fufFragcs bf thefe gen- 
tlemen would but little have increafed our humble 
minority ; but their voices and their countenance 
would have contributed to add fpirit to our refin- 
ance. Sir, 1 am free to own, that in thefe me- 
lancholy times 1 am not fo much difeouraged by 
the appearance of numbers ir^ this Houfe, as I am 
by the general depravity, fervility and infenfibility 
of the public at large. The charafter of the na- 
tion is loft, and the noble fpirit of our ariceftors 
is dwindled intomeannefs and corruption of every 
kind. The Right Honourable Secretary knows 
our condition, and moft pioufly takes advantage 
pf pur bafenefs. He may fay again, Sir, that I 
hardly believe what I fay, but I will tell the Riglit 
Honourable Gentleman, that if there is a vice 1 
hold in peculiar deteftaiion, it is that of duplicity 
and hypocrify, and that whatever charaCler the 
Right Honcurable Gentleman may have juftly ac- 
quired fpr brilliant talents, 1 will venture to ftake 
my cliarafler againft his for fincerity and plain 
dealing. Sir, that Honoprable Gentleman muft 
know, that I can have no perfonal pique or diflike 
to him, but 1 fliould defert the intcreft of my coti- 
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iiA t not endeavour to put tBe pubilc 
Upon their guard againft the danger of fuch a Mi- 
nifter, who will be formidable to the country iti 
proportion to bis diftinguilhed abilities. If he be 
really fo dangerous, it may be faid from whence 
has fuch a man his ilrength>^Sir, I will atifwer» 
with a little Variation, in the words of a noble 
and elegant author on another otcafion: From 
the general corruption of the people, nurfedup 
‘‘ to full maturity, under the adminiftration of hia 
“ noble colleague, from the venality of ail orders, 
“ and all ranks of men, fome of whom are fo 
proftitute, that they fet tlicmfelves no law, and 
** prevent applications/'— Sir, as to the Billitfelf, 
I have the mod decided opinion of its dangerous 
confequences, and therefore fhall give my mod 
hearty negative to the third reading. 1 doubt not 
but the Right Honourable Secretary, with the pri- 
vate advantages of it in profped, will have a ma- 
jority to his wifhes. We have lately, Sir, beert 
much embar raffed for a new tax, to fubditute in 
tlie place of one, which to many perfons feems un- 
equal, odious and unprgdu^live. I wifh, Sir, wc 
Were to lay a heavy impod on the individuals who 
fliall compofe the majoritic s during the remainder 
of the felfion. After the paffing the Bill before 
us, I am perfuaded the ta'x propofed would be 
abundantly produSive, and that it would be 
very far from afifeSing the poor* Sir, I forc- 
Gga f€« 
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fee But one good confeqiicnce dat can foh 
&is Bill, I mean that it may ppffibly roufr 
the natives of the country to drive. us, complcat- 
ly out of it. This I resdly think would be a 
Helled efFeft, both for them and for ourfelvcs. 
Sir, it has been faid, that if we IhouH relinquiftr 
our poffeffions in that part of the iforld, that 
c/ther European States wouM take pofleffion! 
of them, and that we Ihould lofe our commerce. 
Such an argument reminds me, Sir, of a (hart 
converfatiou between two gentlemen taking the 
air otr HounfPow Heath. The one feeing at » 
fmaB diftance a carriage with fome unarmed paC* 
fengers, propofed to the other to eafe them of the 
trouble of carrying their watches and money. 
The other in anfwcr obferved, that he was not 
much difpofed to- be guilty of foch an aftion, 
which could not be altogether jullified upon the^ 
principles of honefty. Oh ! replies the firft, you 
may make yourfelf perfeQly eafy as ta the mora- 
Kty of the affair, for if Ihould let them pafs 
quietly, they will moll probably meet with others 
in a few minutes who will not be fo ferupu- 
lous. 

In Ihort, Sir, I have not that art which people 
pofTefs in fuch high perfeftion of perfuading my-^ 
fclf, that every thing" is juft which may promote 
fome fordid felf-interefted purfuit, and therefore 
muft repeat, that as I have oppofcd this Bill kt . 
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every former ftage, I fliall continue fteady m that 
oppofition till it is fcnt to the Lords. I truft, Sir, 
that their Lordfliips will think it totally inconfiftent 
with their juftice and their dignity to pafs fucha 
bill ; but if it fhould be otherwife, there is a 
hoj^e ftflf left for us ; I mean, Sir, that his Ma* 
jcfty will refiife his confent to fuch a pernicious 
meafure. Though, Sir, I have been reckoned 
wnjuftly a friend to innovation, I profefs myfelf 
to be heartily attached to the fpirit of the genuine 
conftitulion of this country. The power of a 
negative in the Crown I regard as effential to that, 
conftitution. If it ever fliould beabufed by any 
future Prince, this Houfe, when properly conlli- 
tuted, fliould always hold the purfe of the people, 
and b]^ that means may effedually bring a fove- 
reign to reafon, who fliould betray the truft repofed 
in him. If, Sir, this prerogative is never to be 
exerted, why not abolifti as a ridiculous farce the 
pompous parade of pafling bills m the manner as 
HOW praSifed ?— As you, Mr. Speaker, and the 
Houfe were fo kind to hear me in a former ftage 
of this bufinefs with more patience than any thing 
, I had to offer could merit, I (hould not have 
again trefpaffed on that patieiKC, did I not fed 
that in a matter of fuch confequcnce, every man 
who has any value for his public diarader mufl 
wi(h to be watched through every part of it. Sir, 
I would with pkafure have given way to thelearn- 
i 
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d3 Gentlcmart, (Mr. Scott) who rofe at tte tzM 
time with me, but having folicitcd your' attention 
before, and always feeling an unpleafant agitation 
of fpirits when I have any thing to offer to the 
Houfe, I truft I ftall beexcufed for deferring for a 
few minutes, the Houfe being both entertained and 
inftrufted by the learned Gentleman who is now 
going to rife. 

Ml. Scott. Mr. Scott made a moil excellent fpeech agiinft 
the Bill, and began with a retort on Mr. Martin 
for his having^ faid, lail Monday fe nnight, that 
feme Gentlemen not only made talking their pro- 
feffion, but that their talk wasf nothing but pio- 
felfion. He then affured the Houfe, that he had 
no perfonal or party motive whatever; that he 
neither wilhed to fet up one minifterial idol, nor 
to pull down another. He fpoke as his feelings 
and his judgment diGated, and though he dif- 
liked the Hill, and (hould vote againft its third 
reading, he neither adopted all the objections to 
it, nor difapproved all the arguments in its fa- 
vour. Mr. Scott then went into a very candid 
diferimination of both, pointing out in what he 
agreed with other gentlemen on both fides the . 
Houfe, and in what he difagrecd. In the courfe 
of his fpeech he cited the following verfes out of 
fhe Mth chapter of Revelatbns — I 
the fard of the fea^ and fm akafl fife up (nxtoj the 
fea, having sxvxn heads and ten hom, emi 

upon 
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upon his horns ten crowns,; and upon his hah 
the name oj biafphemy, — M there ms given unio 
him a mouth spsakinc great things and hlaf- 
phemies; and power was given unto him to tontime 
FORTY and TWO months; (which he believed to be 
fix months fbort of the term, for which the Bill 
was to continue in force). — j4nd he caufetb alr> 
both [mail and great , rich and poor^ free and bound, to 
receive a UAKia in their right hang, or in their 
foreheads. And that no man might buy or sell, 
Jave he that had the mark, or the name of the 
beajl or the number of his name. 

The reading of the above, as may be imagined, 
kept the Houfe in a roar. Mr. Scott alfo in the 
courfe of his fpecch quoted the fpccch of Brutus, 
who, fpeaking of Caefar, fays, 

He would be crown'd 

How that might change his nature, therc's'the qoedioiv . 

»nd alfo a paffage from Thucydides. 

. Mr. Anputkr rofe after Mr. Sccot, and faid, 
he did not rife to introduce into the debate, the 
perfonal charaflers or honour of the gentlemen 
who fupported either one fide or the other of the 
^uefiion, which had been fo much adverted to by 
thofe who had fpofce before him j.before, however, 
he entered upon the queftion itfelf, he could not 
help taking notice of an argument, that had been 

much 
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mich dwdt upon^and which Teemed to be rn Tome 
l^^afure the foliation of the vibl^ce of ithe 
epithet^, which bad, in his mind, witlLfo* little 
re^fon, been bellowed upon the Bill. Gfintlcmcn 
•bad Hated, that Committees ought to be infliuited 
to enquire.into the accounts of. the Company, and 
that they had been refufed permiflion.^t^^roduce 
evidence of their fituation, k was ttfSi it had 
been alferted, but even the gentlemen tfemfelyes, 
who had afferted it, had never thought of mov- 
ing for the Committees they talked of, nor at- 
tempted to produce the evidence they faid, was in 
their poOeflion ; that even the Company itfelf had 
been heard at the Bar, had offered every evidence 
they had to produce, and never had once attempt- 
ed to fay, they had been .precluded from bring- 
ing forward every thing they had to produce; 
he was therefore juftiBed in faying, thafcti^ery 
party had been heard that wifiied to be b^afd, 
and that all evidence, which either the''“Com- 
pany, or the Gentlemen oppoGte, had to pro- 
duce, had been received. Two fcheiaes had 
been produced for the future government of 
India ; the one, by the learned General 
oppolite, and the other, by the Right Honour- 
able Secretary. He would not at tlia^ time 
tire the Houfe by going at large into the queftion, 
but would fhortly ftate the reafons which led him 
to prefer the plan, that was the objeft of the de- 
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We tliat day. To judge of the merit 6f a 
it was ncceffary to know preciFely the evil that Vas 
to be remedied, and to apply the remedy exaftly 
to the difeafe. In his opinion, the defeft lay id 
the government at home, id the Weaknrfs, 4c 
want of energy, and the iiifiiffidency of the Court 
of DireSors. Thefe mifehiefs flowed from a 
Ample caiifc, the error lay iii the very formation 
of the cpnilitution of the Company* by a ftrange 
concurrence of dfcimiftances, a body of merchants 
had bean changed into (bvereigns; a counting-Boufe 
had l^d inverted into a coundl table, that was 
the evil ; till that was remedied, all reformation 
was in vain. The conftitutioti of the India Com* 
pany reverfed the plained principle of government* 
The Executive government of a large country, of 
a populous empire, was lodged in a popular af- 
fembly. The Proprietors were the executive Go- 
vernors of the Company ; or if that would be de-f 
nied, the Direftors were in a fituation little di& 
ferent ; • they carried with them all the evils of po- 
'pular affemblies entrufled with executive power, 
unci^ain in their deliberation, fluftuating in their 
coucfcils, and every executive afl; under the di- 
reftion of a large affembly, coropofed in a great 
meafure of tbofe very fervants whom the Direftors 
to govern. 

la this was not all, the government of India 
lay in the hands of a body of men not refponliblo 
Hh for 
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for the execution of their truft. How attd fd 
whom was a DireQor refponfible? How Could 
he be called to account refponfifale to thofe who 
he was to controul ? What punifonient could be 
put upon him, he was in to day, he v/as out lo- 
morrow ; and left it (hould be poflible to lay 
hold of him, by feme fmall fliare of refponfibility, 
the very conftiturion had precluded the idea, it 
had (hut the door againft every means of reaching 
them ; their votes were in fecret by ballot ; it was 
ftrange, but it was no lefs true, that in the execu- 
tive government of India, it was impoflible to 
know any man’s opinion, what principles he fup* 
ported, or to what meafures he gave his aflent. 
Ballot took away every refponfibility ; but thefe 
were not the only defers ; the conftitution, by the 
rotation eftablilhed in contained in it a fix- 
ed principle of change and fituation ; it conftantly 
varied and was in a Rate of perpetual change. 
How often did it happen that orders were fent 
to India, to day they were difregarded by the fer- 
vants there, becaufe they were fare that before the 
news of their difobedience arrived in England, the 
dire£lion would be changed, fix of their enemies 
would be out and fix of their friends in the Di- 
reflion, and then their difobedience would be at- 
tended with impunity. Thefe were not imaginary 
and theoretical evils, they had produced every ef- 
jliat was to be expe6ted from a wetiky^dufitu- 
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aiing, tinrerponfible eicecutive power lodged in 
th^ hands of a multitude. It was becaufc thefe 
were the evils, that he preferred the Bill before the 
Houfe, to the one produced laft year that went. to 
regulation abroad; the he conceived lay at 
home, and unlefs the remedy was applied where 
the difisafe was, all regulation was in vain ; there 
might be mucli good in the other, but he could 
not expeO: much good from it, unlefs it was ac- 
companied wiih'regulations at home. 

He Hated, that he fhould not take up much 
time upon the fubjeftof violation of charters; on 
all hands it was admitted that thefe might be vio- 
lated, if the violation was commenfurate with the 
neceflity, then the degree of the neceflity was the 
only queftion. If he was right in pointing 
out where the evil lay, then nothing fliort of the 
prefent bill would do good. If the difcafe lay in 
the Conllitulion at home, the Conllitution at 
home mull be changed. But gentlemen called for 
proofs of the neceffity; look at the Government 
of the India Company in any poffible point of 
view, and every thing is juftified. If you look at 
them in a pecuniary point ot view, you had them 
with five millions of revenue, coming to your 
Bar three times in fifteen years, begging for loans 
to fave them from bankruptcy. If you look up- 
on them as politicians, you find they have broken 
every treaty they ever made ; they have forfeited 
’ H h 2 every 
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every engagement they ever entered into^ If.yoa 
look'to tfaerr operatibhs^‘'as foyereigiu,- you find 
them at once tearing up the. title to the chates of 
every man in Bengal, W their orders, to let the 
lands to the bigheft bidft j and yet, more ilrange, 
look at them in a commercial point of view, and 
find that before they got the Dewanne of Bengal, 
they traded on a fmall capital, and gamed on the 
Bengal trade near 20o,oco]. per ann. that now, 
when the country was their own, and the revenues 
their own, they traded at an annual lofs of near 
the fame fum. With fuch an outline of their con- 
du£l and conftitution, was it polfible to contend 
that fitch a government ought to continue ? 
Much had been faid of the influence of the 
Crown: the difficulty he felt in arguing upon 
that fijbjedl, arofe from the ftrange inconfiOency 
in the arguments ufed by the oppofers of the Bill ; 
one part of them were zealous and violent in 
aflerting that this fiilV diminifbed the influr 
ence of the Crown, while the other were 
equally ^fitivc that the influence of the Crown 
was encreafed to an exorbitant degree by itj 
with arguments fo contradictory it was impoffible 
to grapple. The only anfwer he fliQuld make, 
was, that the truth probably lay between the two, 
The influence would not beconfiderably incieafed, 
but an open refponfible one would be fubflituted 
for a covered and coucealed onej for his part be 

ha4 
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had Bio fuch tfefrorsasibmc gentlemen had for ^ 
iofiuehce of the Crown ; he had no fcmple to fay, 
that had he been in (he Houfe at the time of the 
vote on thatfubjeS, be fliould have oppofed it. 
But that vote even could mean no more, than 
that the influence of the Crown was greater than 
was heraffary for the good government of the 
country. If the (ituation of the country and 
the bappinefs of millions rendered it necelfary to 
give influence to the Crown, in order to govern 
the countries that Providence had put under 
our authority, he for one had no objections to 
do it. It was abfurd to fay we will allow 
anarchy and tyranny to remain, we will let In» 
dia be in a flate of defolation and all this, be« 
caufe we are afraid to increafe the influence of 
the Crown, If it is tmpofiibie to govern India 
confiftently with the fafety of the country, in 
God’s name abandon it; but it is metre wi'e, 
more manly, to fay at once, we have no fears 
to delegate to the Crown. Every neceflary 
influence to govern this and that country; 
tnd that, for the happinels of both, if that 
infludhee be dangerous, guard agairifl it; but 
leave not millions in mi'ery, becaufe you are 
afraid to trull the Crown with the neceSary 
i powers of government. He concluded with 
giving his hearty ailenf to the Bill, as the only 
flan that met the evil, and protniled to retlore^ 

the 
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credit of the Company, and the; bappinefs of 
India, 

«r Richard gj^ Ri(Juird Hill faid, that having delivered his 
fcntitnents on the Bill upon a former occafion, he 
had no intentjpnof faying any thing more on that 
day: but for.iL frclh matter having occurred, and 
wilhing to iridke a motion before he fat down, 
he fliould beg the patience of the Houfe for a 
fliort while. He was never long-winded, as the 
Houfe knew. Mulium in parvo was the maxim 
he wi(hed to follow and if unhappily be failed 
in that, he would be careful to avoid the nihil in 
nmlio. But, befides that new objedlions had oc- 
curred on the Bill, he fhould feel a fatisfafliou 
that he had oppofed it as long as he bad an op- 
portunity; and yet, he declared, he was more 
fearful of the pernicious tendency and confequenr 
CCS of the Bill than even of the Bill itfelf. 

He was apprehenfive, left from fo fuccefsful 
.an attack upon the fortifications, the citadel itfeli 
fliould foon be forced to furrender upon terms no' 
the moft honourable to the nation. To be plain, h^ 
thought the Bill was founded on principles of th{ 
moft flagrant injuftice, and that it gave a ftab t( 
the vitals of the Englifti conftitution ; and whei 
he confidered who it was that gave the wound 
be was ready to cry out, et iu Brute ! or, E' 
change claffical for fcriptural ground, he coul 
not help calling to mind the conduft of Joab tj 
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Amafa, when'ie took him by the beard whh odi 
hand, whilfl; with the other he thmft a dagger 
into his heart. The facred penman added, ‘‘ BvJt 
'Amjd was not aware of the /word in JoaVs hand!* 
Sir Richard faid, that after an Honourable Gen- 
tleman, who had lately fpokc, had produced fo 
much feripture, he hoped he fliould be pardoned 
for having quoted a few fentenccs from that excel- 
lent old book called the Bible, and thought it was 
no bad wifli to the Houfe, that they might be bet- 
ter acquainted with it both in theory and praSice. 
He wifhed not to bring accufations againft any 
man ; but he ventured to appeal to every member 
in that affembly, whether, if the Bill had been 
brought in by any adminiftration whereof the 
iRight Honourable Secretary of the Whig depart- 
ment did not make a part, he would not before 
this time have been calling out for impeachments, 
axes, and halters, and whether he would not have 
made Weftminfter Hall, Covent Garden, the 
Shakefpeare tavern, and above all, the walls of 
that Houfe, to ring and echo with the danger of 
that power which he himfelf was now about to put 
iinto the Minifters. But who was now the Minifter ? 
/ tempora mutantiir, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir Richard faid, that for him to offer a gift to 
^ who had the whole patronage of the Eaft at 
command, and who by this bill was made 
feter, not than this or that Nabob, but than all 

the 
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Ifae idgdiker; would k {SrdSimp^ 

tbn indeed; bit if the Right Hdnourabk SettQ* 
tary would accept fo fmall a boon as a new motto 
at his hands, it {hould be the following: Non jm 
fudis erdm ; for he was fure that neither /aire fans 
dire, nor dire fans fairt, were at all applicable to 
the Right Honourable Gentletnan in the pi^ient 
inftance^ as be prevailed as weB in the loqtmdo a) 
in the agendo-, fo that in time, both Ajax anj 
Ulyffes were united. And that it might ever be 
faid of him as it was of the divine Poet Milton 

** Since Natufe could no furAer go, 

** To make a third, Ihc join'd the other two." 

But if) as a worthy gentleman had hinted, in a 
former debate, the Right Hpoourable Secretary 
fhould indeed lofe tlie name of the Man of the 
People, he thought the fixteen new Direflors and 
their fobs might properly affume that of the Peopk 
of the Man* , I 

He did not wi(h to tire tjie Houfe with a fecond 
differtation on optics, but he could not hejp men- 
tioning a circumftance which firuck hijn^ a few 
days ago as he was walking along. Faffing by a 
mathematical inttrument Ihop, he faw the piQure 
of a diftorted vifage, which he could hardly maM 
out; he thought, however, it might reprefent 
Britannia weeping. He had the curiofity to Hep 
into the Ihop, and examine it tbrougl^. ^otbei 
glals, when, to faisfurprize, he found to,be ^ 
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r Htvdid (^4len)r Ibttt f<M)e retnedjr f^as waaC* 
li^'fer ^ difordien.ii^i(j».pr(:vailed in onr, India 
affain ; .Imt .he. tbongl^t cwfjeiti^ and dkratim 
{hfliddii^ tried befoic mpuUUim had been fo fud» 
liM^.detO'nuaed on }. and Jbe much qoefiionedi 
■WlwAer.^rj/Jr^fjBi of tjje Right HonourablO 
Hahti and< his dcaiJy beloved brother, Dofiior 
Saagrait, ■ woukL'- be .dScacioua towards, a . oure ; 
dwtigh ha dotdaed. not, Jboth tfae pne. tmd, the 
other would pocket fotne jgtpd/ees for their tmftm 
draugU, which was foon e]q>e£led to <^ate by a 
tnofi violent nucitiA'oft on the. whole Court, of 
Ditdfiors. B^es, it. was agreed on all -bailda 
(he fpoke with fubmiffion of the faculty) that 
where feven phyfidans and bine apothecaries were 
called in; as a Worthy nwttiber of that Houfehad 
before ftiled the new Directors and tteir Suis, tha 
d(^ of’tbe patient was at,Jiand. He meant not 
at iitll to 'T^Ct on thb ‘Right Hon Secretary’s 
d^MUir, much lets on the Directors who 
wete-iiomiiiated byoVirtue of that Canget^iMrei 
entcthw oatittary, ,11 the bill nuli pals, he congra* 
Cidated die Houfe on the choice, as he knew therO 
wM ataiOiil diam men of integrity, mbh of fenfe, 
aud'-aBehriof. bttfin^. He (hould, however, be 
inpalieot'lo hehr bow tbe poble Lord at the head 
Boardr would reconcile this 

li bai 
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. Sir Ricbttrd 'tb«n iaidi .he/muft. bc^.<;p tak^f 
leap tMck.:to the title of-tbei bill, . which feta 
forth, that it, is ‘‘,y,A Bill /» •oefimg the 
“ th Eafi- India .Cottony in ihe hands (/ 

.“ Cmmiffiontrs, for th^ bmfit-rf the Profrieiars and 

the PubHe'* Let-us now fee (faid Sir Richard) 
how^this fpKtous title agrees with the real.faR. 

. The parties fuppofed to be benefited are, the 
Public and the Proprutors, But as the Court 
of Ditedors begged by their Coitnfel, that they 
be-'sccufed, fo both the Public and the Pro* 
prietors haTC intreated, that they might not. be 
benefited. 

Perhaps they could not^form a better judgment 
of the benefit^' which the public think they are to 
derive from this bill, than by confidering, that 
the city of London had actually petitioned, that 
they might be excluded from any<of thofe hena- 
fits. And with regard to the voxpopuliy or, the 
public in general, we could not look without 
doors, without iKaring the bill, and the authors 
of it, execrated on every fide; and this, not> 
withfianding a tribe of hireling new^poe fcrib- 
hlers, endeavoured to gull the world; into a 
Iselie^ shat the bill Was both andtfthKtnry* 
fOne Proprietor in particular, 
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digtft6ed<4^^1l >» 
St. 'Steven’s Chtpe}, ;«dii no man filled it #itb a 
beittf gratiCj wii' fearful of thd bent^t, which 
Slight attcrae to- his 40ooli India^ftock from this 
^ 1 , 'that he addrefied the-Houfe againft it, with 
aMhtg afida pathos^ wbhih Sir Richard faid, h« 
hoped,' ijRiQld have got a dozen votes, that it 
m%hi notS^pafsi ' . 

As tbeitfore'the Ttlk and the BiM wercsu fuch 
kreeoncileable variance,- that thersrviw^ 0O.form~ 
ii^ a'raitMin between thetti, (chougb- fofm gen., 
tlenten might, think, that as great contrarieties in 
nature had aforetime tixikjced) he (houid beg leave 
to move, that if die bill pafied that Houfe,.it 
might be printed, with the following amencltd 
title: 

' ** A bill for moft Unjoftljr, Vkdently, and for* 
" cibly wrefting the afifirs of the Ead-India 
“ Company out of the hands of the prefent 
twenty-four Dircftors, and for placing them in 
“ the hands of certain; new Dire^ors and their 
Si^. Alib for ftKngtbening the influence of 
'" bis Majefty’s prefent Minifters ; and for cleaf- 
" Sflg'whe way for the total abolition, of feveral 
“ ofeleft^harters, yceexifting in tliis kingdom j 
" attd for affording a fpeedy provifion, for feveral. 
" rid*pi& 3 bie friends, jobbers, and adherents of 
" hShllt^fty’S prefent Minifters, which friends,- 
fa»d adherents, 'ai¥ now labouring un*, 
I i ? “ der 
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-fie lt«d onljr to itdd, 
notirabt* Secretary wodld to 

auen^mait ^ the Title *6f the Bill, N 
thought quite fufficienito make it per^eftlf^cott- 
fiftent with the ptrinople of the bill itfelfi that Ut 
would not only divide with hitn tl^ tvetdhg^ 
upon the <^ueftion, but Ihould feel the higheft fa- 
tisfadion in tnalting one of his^ fuite, when he 
Carried U up. to the Lprda Spiritual ^hd Tent* 
poral. 

ab.Aaim. Mr. Jdm refuted what Mr. Hill had faid 
about fctibblers, and made a very able fpeech 
in defence of the bill, which had more reafoh* 
ing and ai^ument in it than any fpeech that has 
been fpOken in fupport of the bill, except thOfe 
by Mr. Secretfuy Fo^ Mr. Erlkine, and Sir 
Grey Cooper. ' ' 

i«ni Mui- Lord litdgraoe oppoled the biU, and contended 
**' chiefly againft it on the ground, that, the neW 
powers introduced by the bill, in the form Of Iht 
Alienee delivered into the keeping of the Mihilter; 
threatened the utmofl danger to the coOflitutfi^.' 
His Lordlhip faid, it was agreed by all gbdd WTi* 
ters, that if ever the.conftitudon Was rUinedi* it 
would be by the introduAion of oew 
did not naturally belong tO It. ' Hit Eli^p 

puflied his argument 

trenched 


imoormnate to be relWwedS^ * 



the prero^t^^^^ fo . 
refi(icr it iH^,iaiprobiiUe,clto upon fimi%irgt<biift4« •“ 
thje.,Qr«vp might, .be declared ufele&. [A erf of 
Ctr(kr». Order]) Lord Muigrave ad^ned, that he 
wu qrw.ouc of. order, Jie had a right'to urge the 
eidvmeft poijible, conrequences, in fupport of 
]ijf.r 4^i|pitiieat. vUis Lordfliip laid fome fevere 
thjngi agaiaft Mr. FeSe, but declared be did not 
diilike fhe ctKdition, be thought the iituation of 
the CQuotry required a junflion of talena i he 
wilhed their- balls however had been brdaderr 
that nobody bad been proferibed, but that men 
ta xabilities from all quarters had been taken in- 
to ierve their country, at a momenti when it* 
fiofld fb much in need of great afllltailce; With 
regard to Mr. Fox, he ought always to be in 
power; his ruperioi talents entitled him to fuch a 
fitiiation, — at leaft, he was fenfible, that when 
out of power, he did infinite mifehief. 

, Mv. Pomyi fpoke of the alterations that bad'Mt.Pow)t< 
been made in the bill in the Committee. He 
tailed the feven Diredors, the feven primary pla* 
nets in the new orbit, and the eight afliftant Di* 
redofs, were, he faid, the Ihades of eight of the 
worthies, fwallowed up by the bill. Towards the 
end-of this fpeech, Mr. Powys, as it were, re. 
pnoached Mr. Fox, with having fncered at the 
isspotent independence of gentlemen of a certain 
de^K^Ctqa[ti^ oountiygentlomen]. There was 
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« tHD9,‘Mr.Powy« £^,«tben>dMK%itt HBoeuN 
Gentk;mafl'4 loftinbis v^uld^tcmdercelid to 
6ght fide by fide with fitch htintbie^ttdin%nii 
ficanc individuals as hintfelf,. but sow he tboi^hi 
bimfelf entitled to fpurn at fitch- aiTiihincet • 

Mr. Fq* rofe, feemingly hurt at this -kh^^a- 
tion. He fiaidt he had the highaft rOf[i«£!; fbr Mi‘; 
Powys, knowing him to be as> upright, horiOfi, 
and independent a member as ever fat in that 
Houfe i but great as his relped for him was, hd 
would not fubmit to be milreprefented even by 
him. He never had faid, never had meant td 
fay, never had i feeling in his bread:, that- could 
*have fuggefted fitch a ferment as an avowed 
contempt for the independent -country Gefi^ 
men. He mud have been a fool and an ideot, 
totally unfit to hold his prefent fituation, evdn 
for a moment, if he could ever be fo abfurd as to 
defpife the very fupports to which he trudedi 
ft was on the independent country Gentlemen, 
onfuch charaders, that be placed his reliance.- 
What he had faid, and which had been thus cu4^ 
rioufly nfifreprefented, was merely this, that much’ 
as he refpefted Gentlemen of a certain defcrip' 
don, conlcious as. he was that by the<aggf^ate' 
of their voices be mud dand or fall, be would' 
not have any individual, of any defeription,' 'fo; 
vain of his Independence, as to foppofefais fingle 
vote, given in dire^ contradifdOB>to the e'^biice' 

of 
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of.hji d^ide and govern a queftiW 

Having , ferity; explained tbi$, Mr. Fox fakf, hif 
Ihould no^ debate the billat large^ becaufe ic had 
already been debated over and over again j he 
would tnerely answer a few queftions put by an 
Honourable Gentleman [Mr. W. Grenville] which 
had beep already, anfwcrcd repeatedly. Mr, Fox 
then explained, why the old fyftcm of Eaft-Indian 
Adminiftration could not be adopted with any 
poflibility of vigour and effeS, and why it was 
more expedient for the DireAors to be nominated 
by Parliatpent,. rather than the Crown.- Mr. Fox 
declared,, he would willingly reft the meafure, 
entirely on its popularity, when fully underftood, 
and free from the falfe colourings that had been 
fo artfully put upon it within thofc walls. * 

Mr. IV* Pitt endeavoured to bind down Mr. Mr.w.pit^ 
Fox to the mifconccption of bis meaning, as de- 
clared by Mr, Powys. He alfo went over fome • 
of the old ground of obje&ion, that had been To 
often taken, ftill urged the fallacy of the Minif- 
lej’js ftatement of the account of the Cornpany’s 
affairs, and the fairnefs of the Company’s own 
ftatement^ and pledged himfelf to move for a 
Committee, to go, fully into that matter, that the 
truth might be , afeertained. Mr, Pitt was ex- ? 
trcmely perfonal to Mr. Fox. 

reprehended Mr, Pitt for Attyrj*«y 
hi* perfonaiity, defended the. bill ftrenuoufly, and 

argued 
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M nMicli«i <iie«yi CbiBwh 

w evcr«;«n4>fiRdt >tf 

^enf^lAittnd #l(i.l|te prefeniM^'lHKl^Mriii given 
to tbe Crown, lie lho«dd« jMwe lMcn tgiikA it. 
fie ptfibd an evk^um m lakki^t 

he did not ciwe a rulh 0Soi<, Md^at 

Mr. Arden AouM have^k the ^nm dtfy W it 
were not {bat hit holding kwete neopftojt for 
the fuppoit of his Right HoiKMRble Frkiid. He 
tirged the folly of talking the cfooMdntfo 
ohaieored righn, wh«i fo great aui ohjeft de- 
fieeded on thek violation $ and. allsed, . wImk was 
the confideratlon of a ikin parchment, wkh a 
waxed foal at the corner, compared to the bap' 
pineis of thirty millions of futye^, and thepre* 
lervation of a mighty empire. i - ■ 

Mr. Alien. Mf. Ardtit rctotted on the Attorney General, 
for his reprehenfihn of Mr. Pitt for perfonality, 
and reminded his leariKd Friend of his bating 
(aid within thofe walls, within a very few moMb* 
pad, that the man would foid‘his own damoatien, 
who Ihould give a vote for a particular queftion, 
before the Houfe at that time, Mr. ArdefU de-> 
dared, he bad given kk vote, notwkhdandiog 
his learned Friend’s ana(htpil< .(iM 
lielieve, he had incurred’ th#f«filou».^Ui#|IW 
alluded to. Mt. At&OtiM'M* |Mifltf!N«nd 

alfo 
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ilfa of the ftron^ and pointed language in which 
be had been ufrd to fpeak of the Earl of Shel- 
burne; After this Mr. Arden went into a reca- 
pitulation of arguments againfl the bill, and 
produced an entry of a debate, upon the inftitu- 
tion of the militia iii fohnet timesi to Ihew how 
analogous the language about the influence of the 
Crownj then held by the King’s Solicitor, was to 
that now held on the other fide the Houfe. 

Mr. Arden talked of the vaft cflfeft the new 
influence might have oh Mr. Fox, to whom be 
was at prefent ready to fubferibe, as a man of 
unirl^vcd integrity. He quoted again the two 
lines cited from Shakefpeare’s Julius Caefar by 
Mr. Scott, and meant to have added the fiitcen 
following, but quoted them rather impcrfedlly 
—they are as follow : 

He would be crown*d— — 

How that might change his nature, there’s the queflion. 
it is the bright day, that brings forth the adder ; 

And that craves wary walking : crown him— that— 

And then I grant we put a lling in him, 

That at his will he may do danger with. 

Th’ abufe of greatnefs is, when it disjoins 
Remorfe from Power : and, to fpeak truth of C«far, 

I have not known when his afFedlions fivay’d 
More than his reafon. But *tis a commar. proof. 

That lowlinefs is young Ambition’s ladder; 

Whereto the climber upward turns his face 5 
K k 
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Ba|«w^en he ;ijpinQft ro|rn^y 

tie 4'en unto the ia^^r turns his .Wk, I 
Cooks in the clouds, fcdrning the bale degrees 
By whieh he did hfcend : fo Cafar tta^ r ' 

'Then left he may, prevent. ' 

Mr. ff'ilitifmeoppofti the Bill, and attacked 
Fox, charging him with haidt^ loft the confidence 
of the country by joining the noWe Lord in > the ■ 
blue ribband. Mr. Wilberforce concluded his 
fpeech with a quotation from Milton ; that paf- 
fage in which the fallen fpirit is addwffetj. 

Mr. Rigly faid, he had neither fornilhed-hinv 
fclf with a quotation from Milton, or a quotation 
from Shakefpeare, which he had not expedted to 
have met with in that day’s debate ; nor whstt 
was more extraordinary, had he expedled to have 
met with a quotation from Scripture through the 
mouth of a lawyer ; but yet he had furnilhed 
himfelf with a few arguments in defence of the 
Bill. Mr Rigby then, in his ufual, plain, manly, 
common fenfe mode of reafoning, proved that 
the Bill was every way juftifiable. He laid- he 
had been on a Committee of Baft India Enquiry, 
fo lo^ ago as the year 1772 ; that at that time 
they faw enough to make them,lhudder, and that 
a Bill of K egulation was brought in and paffed 
the next year. He declared he was a little fur- 
prized how thofe, who fupported that Bill, could 
have the inconfiftcncy to oppofe this. With re- 
gard 
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g 9 ^rd .to that h^c! been faid about Chairtered 
Rights, and Confifcation of Property, it itirglic. 
fejrve for the moment ; but men io their fobpr 
fenfes muft regard it a mere bugbear, to 
frighten children. The Charter of the Company 
was violated in J1773, and fo it muft be again, or 
all pretence to a reform muft be abandoned. Mr. 

Rigby declared, he had rather have willied the 
new influence which he acknowledged muft in- 
difpenfibly be created, had been given to the 
Crown, but he was pejrfuadcd it was fafe, where 
i|; was to be lodged, and he aftlgned various rear 
fons for entertaining this fentiment. 

Mr. Jenkinfon ftarted his old objedlions of the Mrjtnkm- 
Bill’s creating a new executive government 
within the Realm, independent of the Crown, 

He alfo, reminded the Houfe, that the Bill would 
load , this country with all the Pebts that now 
were or might become due in the Eaft. 

Mr, Bundas rofe to refeue bis Bill of the laft Mr.Dundas, 
year from the charge allcdgcd againft it, of giving 
Earl Cornwallis dcfpotic power, becauCe the 
Crown had, under that Bill, a power of recall at 
its pleafure. Mr. Dundas faid, the Bill^had 
brought him up i^oo miles, as well as the Hon. 

General over the way, but. he came determined 
jto bppbfe it zs- highly unconfticutional} having 
f^id this, went over his obfervations of laft 
" K k j week 



week again, and inSfted upon it that the jippMitt 
inenciff f Secretary of State far the £a(l-iodiet) 
woiflti have been rtiore elcgiblc, 

Mr. Sheri- JMr. Sheridan in an animated and pointed 

■ fpeech, replied to the l/3rd Advocate, went 

through the principal parts of his Bill of laft year 
with h^m, and proved that the defponfm it ploathr 
ed Lord Cornwallis with, was fo plain and pal- 
pable, that he declared, he wondered how the learnt 
ed gentleman could keep his countenance, when 
he ferioufly infilled upon ir, that his Bill was no{; 
equally dangerous in point of creating influence 
and arbitrary power, and in regard to invafion of 
Chartered Rights, with that of his Right Ho? 
nqurablc Friend, It was in fail, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, ten times more fo, and that if it had not been 
fo late an hour of the nighit, he would then have 
proceeded to prove it was fo, This ferious part 
of his argument over, Mr. Sheridan came to the 
more pleafant part, and took up the fcveral quq- 
rations of Mr. Wilberforce, Mr, Arden and Mr. 
Scott, foiling them ehch with their own weapons^- 
and citing with' the faiqft happy cafe and correft., 
, nefs, paffages from almoft the fame pages that 
contwverte^ their quotation, and told ftrongly 
for the Billy ric quoted three more verfes' frona 
the Revelations, by which he metamorphofed the 
beaR with feven he^a with crowns on. thf m, in-? 

{ 9 . 



tQ.fe^^n in pi^r^ and wlyte linciif 

Onc/jde pf ^he Houfe were extremely entei*cam- 
ed with the turns Mr« Sheridan g^ve^ what be 
quoted, , 

Sir Gfor^f H^ar4 &ij3j he jhpuld vpte agaiqft 
the Bill* but declared, as he was a man of honour, 
from no other motive, than from not being able 
to reconcile himfrif to the principle of the Bill. 

Sir Cecil Wray obferved, that he had been many 
years in Parliament, and had feen many bad mea- 
xneafures,. yet that all thofe together had not im- 
preffed his mind with the hgrror that the prefent 
xneafure did j he therefore thought he could not 
anfwer it to his conftituents, and the public, if he 
did not make his full and open proteft againfi a 
meafuve the rpofli defpotic to the chartered rights 
of the company, and fubveifive of the conftitu- 
tion by fuch an inundation of corrupt influence, 
^s it muft neceffarily produce, 

Much, he faid, had been mentioned of defeN 
ters from party — probably he was vanked amongft 
thofe dffcriers— be had iildeed left the party, and 
gloried in having done fo, but it was becaufe the 
party had deferred from its principles. 

He obferved, that he had often fought lAdcr 
fheir banners, in defence of the chartered rights of 
peopk— 'by their arguments he had oppofed the 
pf the BpApn cbarter.~he had alfa 
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ff i ;73 done die feme attack on 0e Indi» 
(^pmy, and thought it hard, that he ikoUd be 
fiaUed Off by thofe very men to give his aflent to 
tjie prefeat Bill, foutided cm ex^fily the feme 
principles, as that ^ wkich, on the|r arjguments, 
he bad given his diifent to. 

Have I iff this (fays he) deferted njy party, or 
h« the party deferted its principles ? 

He then inltanced the influence he had been 
^lled on to Hate— ^his had been done by voting 
oontra£lors out of the Houfe— by annihilating the 
board of trade — board of green cloth, and other 
places which the hills of reform (futile enough) 
had fo^oflentatioufly effc6lcd— bnt here he was 
called on to rc-eftabliflj a bo^rd of trade— to let 
in a (hoal of contraQors of the worft kind, be- 
Caufe the contra6b they fliould make were not 
pdghizable by Parliament— and in Ihort to give fo 
extenfivc a patronage to the Minifter, that all 
future eflPorts to ftem the arbitrary aCls of power 
in Parliament would be quite impraaicable, and 
the at^mpt ridiculous.— Have I in this (fays he) 
deferted my par^, or has the party deferted its 
principles ? 

Hb had had hopes that the Bill would be flop- 
ped in the other Houfe, when he few it brought 
in by one, and to be executed by another, whofe 
projefts, on a former QccafioB,'had been fo pointed 

againlt 
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ag^inft fls prmqplcsr-<)nc hope he had 
Majefty^ from bb paternal care of hb peoples 
liberties and properties, , might ilill efie6i: 
one prerogative of the Crown? flill remained in- 
difputable-^^its negative^— ^This he fincerely 
hope(^ and would join with any perfons in be* 
feeching. 1 will conclude (fays be) with the 
words of an author, when arguments are de* 
cifive on the other fide of the Houfe— “ The ex- 
^^iftence of the *King*s negative — an indilputed 
** prerogative, which extends to all cafes what- 
** foever,-«nnay be the means of prefervi^ the 
“ Conftitution itfelf, » on an occafion worthy of 
“ bringing it forth.” — This, Sir, is that occa- 
fion— the liberties and properties of the people, — 
The exiftence of the Cpnfiitution demand it.^ 
But Ibould his Majeily give his aflent, fo much 
fliall I think the ruin to be compleat, that though 
I lhall ever think it my duty to obey the inftruc- 
tions of my conftituents, yet, when left to myr 
felf, 1 {ball fometimes come down to debate a 
turnpike bill, but fhall fcarcely take the trouble 
to give any further ineffcftual oppofition, till the 
people, a roufed from their prefent lethargy, lhall 
find it necefifary to apply a decifive remedy. 

The Houfc growing extremely clamorous, and 
calling for the quellion fo vociferoufly, that Sir 
^yathin Lewes, who was upon his legs, coulJ 

fcarcely 
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fcirfcely be 

f'^eloOrdeft’ HeealiS} tipcth ttie'Speitf^r to 
<^rce regukfitjTi and (kclMed; If he had iMIHiu- 
thbrity enou^ to kce|> Afi'embl)^ i#^der, 
Ib that etrety Membet Might be hear^ that 
Heufe would be i mdb, and not %• parUanteftt. 

' The Spa AitE« rOfe tO' define the lloufe woold 
be oirderly, and declared, that if gentiemen itna* 
^ed by creating a eonfufion and clamouring 
for the Queftion, they would ihorten the debate, 
his long ex{>erknce in Parliament, and Iw ac- 
tqOail^nce with the eficft fuch endeavoura ge- 
nerally produce, enabled him to aiTittt'ilheni, 
that they took the moft unlikely way in tfffrVrtarld 
to attain their end. ' 

Sir PTsikin was then heard for a few mOnrents 
diftindlly, but the cry for the queftion becoming 
again prevalent, Mr. jiti&nain ITotMfend once 
more rofe up to infift on Order. He fa'id the 
Queftion ' wks one of the moft important to the 
ftatc that evdr came under their cognizancft, and 
that the mode of endeavouring tO fmbther it, 
was worthy of the meafure, but that the purpofe 
of the other fide of the Houfe, fhould not be an- 
fwered that way, for he would fit there till that 
day fortnigiit, fooner than fubmit toTuch an at- 
tempt to defeat difeuflion. He added, .that fe* 
vcral very rcfpe<rtable gentlemen wiflied to offer 
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thdr opitiibnt »]^n and they ougltt|4» 

.-belftiird'. ' »,■, ^ 

. Sir then proceeded to date his ob^c* 

.titiftt; to the BiH^and declared, that, his Ct^i' 
tuenft, in Commoii; Hall aflembled, had inftrud* 
edhim to oppe(ii.it«<. He ihould not therefore 
difcharge : bir duty :t» them, if he did not give 
his negative to the motioa for reading it a third 
time. ■ • 

Mr. Jidttmtt Teen^tnd himfelf oppofed it. ve- 
ty ftrenUouflyl - He contended that lince the Bill 
came into tlte Houfe, the grounds of it bad been 
IhifiCed repeatedly. That one day it^as the 
Bankruptcy of theEaft-India Company, another 
day k was their temporary diftrefs, another day 
again it was Ibmething elfc, and thus the ground 
was taken and abandoned, changed and ch|nged 
again j now here, now there t at one time in 
fight, at another behind the hedge, till at 
i# it was not to be traced any where. It was 
fa\A, that the Eaft-India Company owed Govern- 
jnent money, and therefore their Charter was to 
befcized on i was that a fufficient plea ? Had not 
Qpveenment abundantly more than the value of 
diodebt under lock and key ? Would not a pawn- 
twdkcr lend the money the Company owed and 
wanted, on the fame -or a worfe fccurity ? 

; |^|u> wasit pro]M the interference of Par- 
Xi 1 liament, 


Mir* AUcr* 
Iran Town* 
fend 



Kamciitr the Proprietors of Eaft-India' Stock > 
No. They defircd no aid on fuch corVdkionSr 
Wai it the Creditors of the Company? No^ 
They had much rather leave their fecurity in the 
hands of the Company. Upon thefe queftiona 
he built feveral arguments againfl; the Bill, and 
ridiculed the idea of breaking through a Charter 
fo wantonly, declaring, that , if the prefentBill 
paired, he ihould not wonder to fee a propoGtion 
brought forward next year to put the Crown in 
commiflion, for a commiffion of that fort would 
not be more unconftitutional than the other. The 
Alderman was extremely fevere on the Attorney 
General Tor haVing talked lightly about Charters, 
and faid, that a piece of Parchment was not to 
be regarded, as a matter the more facred, merely, 
bccaqfe it had a large Seal hanging to it, in cafes 
where State neceffity required that it fhould be 
abrogated. Such language, he faid, from a Law 
Officer of the Crown, was to the daft degree 
alarming. To what fource of fecurity were they 
to look, if Charters folemnly granted and ratified 
were to be thus treated, and by his Majefty's At^ 
torney General. He alfo took notice of the 
Lords Prorefts, declaring, that rhejfepmorHoofe 
of Parliament bad recorded their opinion of all 
fuch Bills as the prefenr. , - , 

He was called to order for uGng the word 

perior^ 
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pri(sr^ and informed frdm the Chair, that it was 
extremely diforderly for any Member of that 
Houfe to (late either of the three branches of the 
Legiliature as fuperior to the others. Upon 
this he refumed his argument, and faid, he only 
meancio fpeak his opinion of the privileges en- 
joyed by the other Houfe, of recording their 
fehliments updn any' meafure to pofterity, and 
declared, that calling the Protefts of the Lords 
on the Bill of 1773, political libels, was in his 
mind a very indecent prefumption. 

Alderman Smhridge faid, he had given two Mr. Aider- 
votes in fupport of the Bill, becaufe in hisb^idge*"^ 
coihfcience approved of the meafure; he had finoe 
been inftruQed by his conftituents to oppofe it, 
and as he always thought it his duty to obey 
their inftruftions, he fhould do it in this inftance, 
and vote in a manner different from that in which 
he bad before voted. As his conftituents how- 
ever bad nolxre the fame lime furniftied him with 
any arguments againft the Bill, or thrown any 
new lights' upon it, fo as tp induce him to alter 
' his opinion of it, he fhould fay nothing in its fa- 
vour.’ A filent vote therefore was all that could 
be expefled of him, and that he ibould, in obedi- 
ence to the inftruftions of his conftituents, cer- 
tainly give againft it being read a third time. 

The txy of OueJUon f QueJUcn ! was now again 
L 1 2 extremely 
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extremely loii^i Whcti Sir TAomii^' Slinks toft ttti 
be^edt to be heard, as hd viflied to a ftw 
reafons for the vote he meant to give. Sir 1 hoh 
mas faid, his reafons were four-fold. ift^ He 
would (late them as a Propric^tor of India Stoek, 
and what was more unfortunate fot him, as an 
old Proprietor. ' Next, as a tncrcham ; and, laft of 
all, as a politician, for every man in this doUntry 
was, and had a right, to be a politician, ' Sir 
Thomas then ftated, that he had bought India 
Stock in 1772, and appealed to the noble Lord 
in the Blue 'Ribband, whether he had not at that 
time bfcn particularly engaged in the concerna of 
the Conipany. From this, he proceeded to com- 
plain of the ill cbnftituted Adminidration of the 
Company's afiFairs, as it had (lood hitherto, and 
was going much at large into that confideration, 
when the Houfe again loudly expreffing their im- 
patience for the quellion, Sir Thomas faid, though 
he had not near done, he would fi/.„^pwn to gra- 
tify their defirc to end the debate. - , 

The Speaker was proceeding 10 put the quef- 
tion, when 

Sir Robert 3^ Sihfth rofc, and bad the good fortune 
iQ obtain the attention of the Hcmfe, uponJWs de- 
claring that be would take up but a few moinents^of 
their time. Sir Robert then went into a ftalemcnt 
/ ^ bis reafons for difapproving <^ lht Bill. Among 
others* be declared that the deftroying the Charter 

* _c 
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th# E«ft Indi» and ^ 

Ck)tirt of Direaw^feupori Ae ^Hedged deji^uenc^; 
rf ibtne of the CompM))«> feryanu abroad, firuclc 
him’ (0 be fiiU a» ptepollerous a meafuie, as if that 
Hottfe, ioftead of a Uta eapulfion of one of their 
Members, bad proceeded m disfranchife the 
boftmgh of Heyd^,, op account of the criminal 
condut^ of its r^fprejentative. Sir Robert added 
a variety of arguments, to juftify hisoppofition to 
the Bill}, but finding the impatience of Hoof* 
for tire queftiott to cncreafi^ he clofed his fpeech, 
with fome emphatical eapreffions of ffi* confe- 
quences of the Bill, and of the difgrace it would 
entail on the Right Honourable Secretary who in- 
troduced it, and on that Houfc, for having blind- 
ly adopted it. r ... 

The Speaker was again proceedino; to . put the 
Queftion, and tl|e gallery was adually cleared of 
ftratigers, wh^ * 

Mr. FlwjiMe, and in compliment to him as aWr.Fiooa. 
ners^i^er, and as a fpeaker of great expeda- 
tion. profound filenco obtained direaiy. and he 
' was liftened to for a coniiderable time with the 
utttpa attention. Mr. Flood began .with apo- 
loeiiing for venturing, totally unacquainted as 
he wa». ^ fubjeS of Indi? concerns, not 
having read the reports of the table fmow- 
ing no more of their .-contents than he had he^d 
it a diftance, to idiyer any opinion upon a Bill 
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rQ\i3^p6rimt H that" trtider €ohfi8er^^t!ibri» ffe 
kfaooght it, ioifever, ati -in^ifji^iifible aft' of Par- 
liamelitary duty to fay fombthitig u^n the c^ca- 
fion, and ;whfeh he did fo, he b^ged thr Hbuft 
to give him credit for fpeaki^ig- Bia fentimetits im- 
partially. He was* conneffed with no party, and 
equally unacquainted with Adminiftration Of Op- 
pofition though he entertained the moft pro- 
found refpeft and veneration for many gentlemen 
bn both fides of the Houfe, whdfe charafters were 
juftly entitled to his efteem, as they had long fince 
obtained the efteem of the public. He declared, 
he^ bad anxioufly defired to be prefent before a 
meafure of fuch a magnitude had entirely pafted 
that Houfe, and when he aflured the Speaker 
that he had been in the Irifli Houfe of Coni- 
mons, in Dublin, on Wednefday laft, he trufted, 
that it would be admitted, tha^ he had bten as 
expeditious as poffible in order b/tjiat time to reach 
the Houfe in which he had the„ hAaqur to ftand. 
After more introdudory matter, Mr. hw^d wenc 
into a feries of general remarks On the bill under 
confidcration. He faid, it* could not be expedb- 
ed, after bis acknowledged want of acquaintance 
with the fubjed, that he IhouW enter into the 
particulars of the lyftern propoftd^ by the bill, for 
the future government of India. He thought, 
however, that a meafure of fuch ferious impoT/- 
tanct, ought no,t oft any-accotttn to be precipi- 
tated. 
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wfSd, for ^ proving an 
qnate remedy, it ihould fend to <encrcafe the 
grievance it w^s profelTed to be intended to cure. 
He urged the, novelty of the plan, the great and 
extenfive operation of it, and the violent, effeas 
it would neceflarily produce, in fupport of this 
aflertioni Chartered rights ought undoubtedly 
to be held facred, and never to be meddled with, 
but on the njoft urgent and preffing necelTity. 
By what he had learnt in the courfe of the day* 
the confufion in -the Eaft-India Company’s af- 
fairs began with the interpolition of Parliament. 
The bill .of 1773 was intended as a regulation of 
the Company, and that bill appeared to have 
been the caufe of much difordcr and diftrefs. 
Ought not the Houfe therefore, having before its 
eyes the e»ls occafioned by having once inter- 
pofed, to take. waning and avoid the ftill greater 
evils that mi^tjjilow their interpofing again. . 
i^hartets, he rented it, ought to be held fa- 
:redi thc^ight be regulated, but they ought 
30 t demolilhed. It was a rule with him to 
teat public bodies with refpea, and efpecially 
5 rcat Companies,- who had abundant merit, and 
wd done their country feveral eifential fervices. 
t had, however,, bc^n faid, that ncceffity juftifica 
fie ^emoliyion.of the Company’s charter, m the 
irefcntiinfttiocc.. Thait nccef^ty neverthelefs, yet 
eoiaincd to bfiiprqyed., Tho exercife of powet 

ought 
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oUglit always to governed by difcrction, by 
what the lawyers called a Jiund diferetion* It 
was neither decent nor wife to proceed to dif- 
franchife the Eaft-India Company, arid to aiTume 
the direftion and government of their territorial 
acquificions with precipitation^ He had always 
been accuftomed to hear a great charadcr of Mr* 
Haftings, and to confider him as a man of a good 
heart, a found underftanding, and as a man nor 
addified to rapacity. A plan thereforej that went 
to difpoflefs Mr. Mailings of the Governor-Ge- 
ncrallhip Of India, did not come recommended 
to him in the ftrongeft manner* The bill feemed 
alfo to be quellionable on other grounds^ It 
was to continue for four years* Did the Right 
Honourable Secretary intend to make the fyftcm 
permanent, or was it to laft^ no longer than the 
four years ? Before a new was adopted, 

arid that fuch as was dcclar«^4^by many perfons 
not to be conftitutional, the Hfejjfe ought to be 
pretty certain, that it would anfwcr V^e.end pro* 
pofed. Could the Right Honourable Seci^iUry 
fay, that at four years end it would have done 
any good ? If he could not, he had better not 
try the experiment, notwithftanding the large 
jority at his back. Having put this queftiofl 
ftrongly, Mr. Flood touched upon fevcral parts 
of the bill. He faid, it ftruck him, as cither 
conveying a great additional infiuence to the 

Crovrfl/ 
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Crowir^ or lodgihg influence in hands whi^re it 
would be more dangerous^ in proportion as ic 
was more unconftitu^ionaL* With regard to the 
fixteen Diredors, who were to manage the Com- 
pany's affairs in future, he made no fcruple p 
fay,, he had every poflible good opinion of their 
integrity, and the other parts of their charafler •, 
but were they attentive of bufinefs, men con- 
verfant in the affairs of India, and itien likely to 
conduft the concerns of the Company in a better 
manner than the Diredtors had done hitherto ? 
The nine afiiftant Dircdlors had all been, he un- 
derflood, formerly employed in the bufinefs of 
the Company, and two of the feven Diredors had 
, been in that capacity likewife, but the other five 
had not. This iheiefore did not appear to him 
as a p^v^fage of the bufinefs of the Company 
being Wielt to &c better carried on in future, 
than it ha^ejL And why take the manage- 
ment of their jlfairs out of the Company's hands ? 
Propcr_ty/was univerfally admitted to be the beft 
-gKJuiid of Icgilldtion. Hence the Company were 
entitled to legiQatc their own concerns, becaufe 
they would undoubtedly legiflate them beft. The 
commiffioners authorilcd by the bill he compared 
to the Roman Decemyiri, and fhewed how fatal 
the eftablilhmcnt of -thofc Decemviri had proved 
to Rome. He expatiated on the danger of fo 
far weakening the prerogative or influence of the 
M m Crown, 
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Crown, as to fet up an ariftocracy fufficientfy 
powerful to keep the Crown in fubjeftion. He 
faid, he feared the Board of Seven was to be 
like the Board of Admiralty or the Board of 
Treafury, or the Board of I'rade, where one man 
was to have all the power, and the reft of the 
Direftors to be but cyphers. He obferved, that 
by the bill, three of the Direftors were to aci 
for the whole body in the abfence of the reft ; 
a circumftance which tended to confirm him 
in the fufpreion he had juft hinted at. Now, 
though this arrangement might not be im- 
proper in fuch a board as that of trade, or where 
the firft perfon in the commiffion was the only ef- 
feflive and refponfible officer in reality, and the 
objefls of which were not fo extraordinary, as the 
objefls of the prefent commiffion ; yer^’i'e^'cly in a 
cafe of fuch marvellous and pre^ng ij^npdrrance as 
this — in a cafe fufficient to fu%i<jjd/ill the rights 
of property, of charters, and of ihi^^onftiiutioiT, 
it might have been expefted, that no nfcr.ljer lefs 
than four, that is, that a majority of the wh^'" 
Ihould have been enabled to aft. It is true, ir 
might be fiid, that this would impofe the great 
hardihip of conftant attendance on five young 
men of falliion, who were of the new direftion, 
who could not forego their country feats, and 
their ufual pleafures. — But what did this prove ? 
That fuch perfons ought not to be permitted. 

What 
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What did it further prove ? That when they left 
town, or failed to attend, the whole of this 
mighty bufinefs muft be tranfaded by three, of 
which, in general, the two members of the old 
direftion being the moft likely to attend, would be 
the majority, and would confequently determine 
every thing; in which cafe, this boafted new direc- 
tion would only eftablilh the authority and the 
counfcls of twomembersof the olddiredion. And 
indeed, it was fomcwliat lingular, and exprclTive of 
the nature of the plan, that of fixteen perfons, to 
whom all the rights of the Company, and of the 
Proprietors, were to be thus violently transferred, 
eleven were chofen out of the perfons who had been 
hitherto employed in the bufinefs of the Company, 
which bufinpfs was now alledged to ha\^e been 
fo cri.^'rk^ially conduflcd, as to authorize this moft 
extr'^rdiiary ^nd penal Aft of Parliament againft 
the Conlpjgn;^i.From what then were wc toex- 
peft fo grea/an alteration of counfels as to jufti- 
fy tW^^innovation ? Was it from the addition of 
"live young men of faftiion asdireftors, who no- 
torioufly had never been peculiarly converfant in 
Indian or in commercial affairs, and to whom, fof 
that very reafon, two of the old direftors were 
joined, from the neceffity of the cafe. 

After a variety of remarks, delivered with great 
correftnefsof phrafe, but in a more deliberate and 
Mm2, ' fententious 
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fcntcntious way, than if much the cuftom of our 
Paiiiamcntaiy Speakers, Mi%' Flood concluded 
with more apologies for having prefumed to fay 
fo muchi and declaring, that under all the cir- 
cumflances of the cafe, he could not think of 
voting for the third reading of the Bill. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, he was affefled beyond 
meafure, when the Honourable Gentleman rofe 
up to fpeak, — as he had often admired the afto- 
nifhing eflFefts of his rapid and impetuous elo- 
quence. Like Felix, when Paul preached, he 
trembled and was apprehenfive, the Honourable 
Gentleman would have perfu ded him to give his 
vote in oppoGtion fo the Bill, notwithftanding his 
determination to the contrary. But his terrors 
foon fubfided, when the Honourable Gentleman 
candidly declared he knew nothing of the^ impor- 
tant fubjeft of debate ; and indeed^e pAveJ4he 
fincerity of his profelfions by the of his 

argument. The Honourable GcntleilWi owned, 
that he had been in the Irifh Houfe of CoiflTtl^Ks^ 
lafl: Wednefday, difplaying (no doubt) bis elo- 
cution in his ufual manner, and receiving 
the applaufes of his aftonifhed audience if — 
He had then croffed the feas, and moun- 
tains with precipitation, took his feat, coin- 
feffed his igiiorance of the fubjed, and then 
accufed the Houfe of precipitation for having 
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puflicct in a to’ the thirS reaafhg. 'rafiily, ttn> 
conftitutionally, and unadvifedly, after a fort- 
night’s debate, when every poffible argument on 
both fides of the qucftion had been di feu fled with 
all the acumen, fubtilty, and abilities of that 
Houfe: but as the Honourable Gentleman Audi- 
oufly avoided entering into particulars, he dif- 
played his political fagacity by general apho- • 
rifms ; and they derived confolation and improve- 
ment by hearing truths (which no man could dif- 
pute, and which they heard every day) folemnly 
fanftioned by fo great and rcfpeftablc an autho- 
rity.^ 

The Honourable Gentleman had faid, and 
truly faid, the Houfe fliould proceed with dif* 
cretion, 'jLl.erwifc they could not aft difcrctely ; 
but as^flie iprd diferetion might not have all the 
defined cfiFuffv^ had added found diferetion, 
which epithet ?no doubt gave it— a legal and 
wonderful Parliamentary grace and dignity. Af- 
ivr This exordium, Mr. Courtenay faid he expeft- 
ed to have heard fome reafons to prove the Houfe 
had not proceeded with diferetion, with found 
diferetion. But the Honourable Gentleman had 
not chofc to gratify his curiofity, However he 
begged leave to return him thanks, for not over* 
powering him by the folidity of his arguments, 
^nd in^hanting him by the brilliancy of his ima- 
gination j 
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gin^tton I for if the Honourable Gentleman had 
exhibited bis former blandifhing powers of per- 
IbalSpn, he might (confidering his peculiar admi- 
ration of the Honourable Gentleman^ aided 
by his partiality to his countryman) have ex- 
hibited an extraordinary ipftance of inconfiftency, 
by furrcndeving to the oratory of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, though he had intrepidly held out againfl: 
the gracefvil and elegant elocution of one Right 
Honourable Gentleman, and the energy and lo- 
gic of another, whofe eloquence murmured along, 
both with the rapidity and clearncfs of the river 
Tweed. The Honourable Gentleman had alfo 
beaded of his being independent, and conneSed 
with no party. Mr. Courtenay obferved, he was 
not acquainted with the Honourable Gentleman’s 
political conneftions : He gave his ov/f d(^^nition 
of the word independenL For i^an^, whenever 
he heard a Member of that Hou^Jpeak without 
any knowledge of the fubjefti without, any pre- 
vious information of fads, and withoiit'''&jjALr- 
found or folid argument, he denominated fuch a 
gentleman an independent Member of Parliament 
— as he certainly fpoke independent of points and 
circumftanccs, which ftiackle and confine other 
Members of a more abjeft and Icfs enterprizing 
fpirit 5 at the lame time he mud obferve, that the 
Hon. Gentleman was not Angular in that r^- 

fpefl; 
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fpcft*, for ftnce he had the honour of a feat in 
that Houfe, he had heard many Britilh Senarors 
expl'cfs their fentiments in the fame independent 
manner. The Hon. Gentleman had alfo been 
plcafed to enter into a Arid ferutiny and exami- 
nation of the powers vefted in the feven Direc* 
tors or CommiiTioners, and attempted to (hew 
the inconfiftency and abfurdity of thofc powers, 
by logically ftating, that feven, divided into two 
arithmetical parts — one of three, the other of 
four i which two numbers added together made 
up the number feven. Now, fays the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, the number four is more than the num- 
ber three ; yet three makes a quorum, conle- 
quently the fmaller number govern the greater > 
and by this incongruous fyftem the Minority 
governs the majority. How this applied to the 
prefent Bi!!, Mr. ..Courtenay declared he could 
no: comprehend i but doubting his own ap* 
prehenfion rather than fufpeding the want of per- 
. ^prcuiiy in the Honourable Member, he bad afked 
^ feveral Gentlemen who fat near him to expound 
this riddle, but they alfo equally confefled their 
ignorance. He therefore emreated the Hon. 
Gentleman not to kt the Houfe burft in igno- 
rance, but illumine this opaque political point, 
with the fplendor of his genius. The Honour- 
able Gentleman bad alfo with profound learning 
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«Dd ingenuity alluded ^ebfjiled |rtd .tvl^ 
hackneyed ftory -of the Dccenjwifs y and feetned 
fearful, left fome of the young; Pirefiors flwjuld, 
like Appius, commit a rape op Virginia j or to 
fpeak a more conftitutioiial language, violate the 
purity of that immaculate Houle } but he was 
under no fuch apprchenfion, as the debates of that 
night, had convinced him, that we had our Bri. 
tilh Caflii, our Tribonii, and our Bruni. who with 
indignant fpirits, and manly exertions, would 
avenge the cauie of their injured country. Mr. 
Courtenay concluded, by apologizing to the 
Houfc for taking up fo much of their time ; no- 
thing but deference and refpefl: to the Honourable 
Member, could have induced him to trouble them 
at that late hour. He thought himfclf parti- 
cularly called on by the Honourable Genllf man, 
the accommodating ecccntricity;^ of jwhofe argu- 
ments feemed fo exaftly calculated to his capacity. 
He appealed to the Houfe, whether he had not 
given them their. full forces indeed it had nut. 
puzzled him how to anfwer them, but where ta 
find them. He congratulated the Houfe on the 
Honourable Gentleman’s declining (for reafons 
he hjid explained at the begining of his fpeech, 
viz. his abfolute ignorance of the fubjeft) to 
enter into the argument at large on the principle# 
policy and expediency of the Bill# If the Hop* 

Gentleman 



[ m 1 

Gentleman had done fo, he muft have foIlo\^ed 
him, and rung all the changes on legiflacivc and 
executive power, with which the Houfe had been 
fo edified and entertained. 

Mr. Flood faid a word or two in cxplanatio» 
and then the Houfe divided, 

Jyes - - 208 

Noes - - 102 

The Bill was read through, and the names of 
Stephen Lufliington and Jacob Wilkinfon, Efqrs. 
fcratched out of the claiife nominating the Af. 
fiftant Dircflors, at their own requifition, and 
thofc of Jofeph Sparks and James Moffat, Efqrs. 
upon motion received, agreed to and engrofled 
in their ftead. 

The Solicitor General next moved for leave to 
bring up a fliort claufe, declaring it a public 
Bill. 

Mr. Arden faid, he had not the fmallcft objec- 
Vion, it ought certainly to be fo declared, but he 
wondered not at its having efcaped the Honour- 
able Gentleman, fince every body had confidered 
the Bill as a private job. 

I One or two verbal amendments were then pro- 
pofed,and engrolfed, after which the Title of the 
^ill was altered, and then the Bill pafTcd, and was 
N n ordered 
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ordered to be carried up to the Lords by Mr. 
Secretary Fox. 

Mr. Alderman Townfcnd was by accident 
locked out on the divifion, and thus a vote was 
loll to the Minority. 

The Houfe rofe at FOUR in the morning. 
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trhe following ACCOUNT has beeri 
prepared by the Company’s Accountant- 
General, fince the prcfenting the State of 
•the Company's Affairs at the Bar of the 
Houfe, and is hereunto fubjoined, in 
order to render this Publication as com- 
plete as poffible : 

A* Eftimate of the Company's Receipts and 
Payments, between the 19th November, 
1783, and the iff March, 1784, ground- 
ed upon the’authentic Account publiihed 
of the State of the Company’s Affairs. 
In this Eftimate, it is fuppoCed on the 
one hand, that the firft Year’s unaccepted 
Bills are to be paid as they fall due j 
. and, on the other, that Government will 
continue to fufpend the Demand for 
Cuftoms, which now ftand fufpended? 
and alfo the Payment of the remaining 
jT. 100,000 unpaid fof Renewal of the 
Charter, and that the Bonds can be kept 
in Circulation. 


0 0 
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Edimate of Cafli for one Year, between the 
. 1 9tb November, 1783, and the ift March, 
1784. 


The old Bonds, long fttice called in, but not 
prefented for payment, if they ihould within 
this period be demanded — — 

The Dividends and Intereft pall; due, but not 
demanded, if they ihould within this period 
be demanded — ■ 

The Bills of Exchange paft due, and not pre- 
fented for payment, if the fame ihould with- 
in this period be demanded — * 

Bills accepted — - 

Bills not accepted — — 

Dividend to Proprietors •— 

The demands for Freight, Goods bought, and 
every other current demand, fnppoiing /h 
*whoU to be demanded within this period 
Arrears of the Military and Contingent Fund, 
fuppofing the whole to be demanded within 
this period — — •— 


To pay. 


;C. 11,552 


149,901 


36,3.80 

85,852 

32,646 

128,000 


458,481 




906,842 

Balance that will remain in Caih the ill March, 

1784 — — - 1,075,112 


1,981,954 


N. B. As the Cuftoms to grow due within this period will 
not .amount to any thing near the amount of Deboitures 
in hand, applicable to the payment thereof, no notice 
is taken of either within this period. 
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EftJtntfte of Cafli'for one Year, between the 
19th November, 1783, and the ill March, 
17S4-, 

In Caflif and to be received* 

Money in the Treafury £• 142.794 

Bonds in the Treafury to be iffued — — 280,575 

Goods fold, all conditioned, to be paid within 
this period, except as below — 553 ** 5 * 

Goods in warehoufe, to be farther fold 
at the prefent fale, under the fame 
conditions to time of payment, 
eftimated at — £* i»058,327 

Deduft Pepper and China-ware, that 
will not be jpajd for till after lii 
March — ^ — —— 

' ■ - - 1*005,32? 


O o« 


1 , 9 * 1.954 



t w*- J 


£n:ifnM|s.«kf C»(l» fcKr one Tnr. 

17I4, andlftMarcih 1785. 


Xqtal of the unpoftponed cuftoms due for 
go6ds arrived **■■■■'— — - 

Bills accepted — — — 

l)iito not accepted 

Bills and Certificates that ma]|r be further 
’ ' drawn, ellimated ht , — * 
Difference between theintereft receivable from 
' ' Government, and the Intereft payable on 
Annuities, Bond^, and Exchequer Bills, for 
one year ' — . — ^ 

A yearns Payments, on the Military and Con* 
tingent Funds — 

A year’s Dividend to the Proprietors , — 

A ywr’s Charges of Merchandise — , 

Value of Goods and Stores to be exported 
within this perir^d, ellimated at — 

* Freight and Demorage, eftimated at •— 
Cudoms to be paid upon that part of the 
Company’s Goods to be fold this year, 
which are not yet arrived, the whole of what 
is due for the goods now in warehoufe be* 
ing included in the above Aim of 
jf. 716,392, cPJmated at —— 

Culloms payable within this period, on goods 
which may arriye early therein, and not be 
fold till the following year, eilimated at 


Topay. 


552,700 

641,322 


7?»5^3 

6,500 

2^6,000 

i8o>ooo 

370.000 

900.000 


104,000 


140,000 


Balance that will remain in Calh On the 
March, 1785 — — . 


„ 4.278.477 

ift 

— 376,220 


4,634,697 


* Mim0randum» The Aim whych may probably become due 
for Freight and Demorage on all (hips which may arrive 
in this period, is >^.1,209,000, but as the Accounts of 
Freight ^ke fome confidcrable time in adjufting, the 
above Aim of 900,000, is Aippofed to be as much as 
may, in the ufual courfe of bufinefs, be paid within 

the period to which this account relates. 
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SftiinatB oflCaHi for «ne Yestf Between titt 
iftMareh>s/784, and ift March, 1785. 


In Caih, and to be received. 

If 84^ id March, Cafli — — X i|075,ilt 

Debentures payable in difcharge of the 
Cudoms on the other fide 186,5^5 

For Pepper and China-ware, as deda£led 
in the foregoing Account — 53iOOO 
Jhe remainder ot the goods in 

warehoufe onfold — 2,^00,000 

Deduct that part of them which 
is credited in the lad Ac- 


count — 1,058,327 

For Goods to be further fold within this 
period, which mud depend upon fu- 
ture arrivals, but which, upon a me- 
dium of five years peace, will amount, 
including charges and profit on pri- 
vate trade, to — 




«i898,3*x 


iC- 4.654.697 



[ aSo ] 

£i(Uimte of Cath 'for one Year, between the 
ift March, 1785, and i ft Match, 1786. 

Topajr. 

Bills adapted — — ' -i- ' * if. 205,598 

Ditto, not accepted, Aippofed to be by agree- 
•' mentpoftponcd — jf. ^75,869 
Ditto, that may be drawn from China in 1784, 
and Certificates at 12 months fight, efti- 
mated at — . ^ — 

Difference between Intereft receivable and 
payable, payments on Military Fund, Divi- 
dends, Charges, and Exports, as before 
Freight and Demorage, eftimated at — 

Cufionison Company’s Goods, eflimated at 
the Average of feven years, deducting the 
fum of 140,000 advanced Jaft year. 

N. fi. About 470,000 of further duties are 
annually paid by the Boyers at the fale, on , 
goods delivered for home confomption — 

3,664,661 

Balance that will remain in Cafh the 1 ft March, 

1786, over and above the amount of claims 
for Dividends, See, doe and not demand- 
ed, which feldom amount to lefs than 

50,000 5>»559 

jf. 3,716,220 


990.000 

889,063 

900.000 

680, ood 


I. The reafon of fo large an unexpefled draught from China 
falling due within this period, is, that the fhips fent out 
with troops and ftores, could not be loaded home but 
from China ; fo that twenty- five Cargoes are expefted 
to be difpatchcd from China in feafon 1783 ; being 
near thcee years ordinary confumption. If any effectual 
means arc taken to prevent fmuggling tea, the produce 
0/ the Coropany’s/ales, will, upon a moderate compu- 
tation, be thereby increafed at the rate at Icaft of 
1,000,000 per annum, more than is in this Eftimate 
reckoned upon ; and this extraordinary importation will 
be ready to meet the rffcft of fucb falutary regulation. 
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Eftimate of Cafh for one Year, between the 
ift Mafch, 1785, and ift March, 1786. 

In Cafl), and to be received. 

1785, March the ift. Cafh — — 376,220 

The produce of a year’s Sales, efti- 
mated as before — *— 5,340,000 


3,716,220 


II, In this Eftimate nothing is charged for BiHs that may be 

further drawn from India, ‘becaufe there is rcafon to 
hope that, peace having been reftored, the Military 
Eftabliihments will have been reduced, and no more 
may be drawn, or if drawn, that they will be at dates 
not falling due till after this period. 

III. On the ift March, 1786, the Goods in warehoufe un* 
fold (fuppofing the (hips to arrive fafe) will, by Eftimate, 
amount to £* 4,170,000, difeount dedufled*. 

EaJf’Jn^ia’Hcu/e, Errors excepted, 

thi z%th 1783, SAMUEL N 1 C 0 LL> Accountant. 


Thii Day is Pvhliflud, price ts. 6d. 

T he effects to be cxpcded 
from thcEAST-INDIA BILL, 
upon the CONSTITUTION of GREAT- 
BRITAIN, if pafled into a Law. 

By WILLIAM PULTNEY, Esq. 

SECOND EDITION, CORRECTED. 


TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

A POSTCRIP T. 


Printed for J. Stockdali, oppoHte Burlington-houfe, 
Piccadilly^ 
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A BILL for the better Government of 
the Territorial PolTeffions and Depen- 
dencies in INDIA. 


W HEREAS great diforders have prevailed in the 
government of the Britifh teriitorial pofl'effions, 
and the dependencies thereof, in India j and the laws 
and lawful authority of this kingdom have not been 
duly obeyed by divers of the fervants of the United 
Company of Merchants trading to the Jiiift Indies ; 

For remedy whereof in future, Be it declared and 
cnai^^ed, and it is hereby declared and enacted, by the 
King’s MofI Excellent Majefty, by and with the ad- 
vice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, 
and by the Authority, of the fame. That there is not^ 
nor hath been, any privilege, authority, power, pre- 
eminence, or jurifdidion granted, or meant or intend- 
ed to be granted, in and by an aft of the thirteenth 
yfearof the reign of his prefent Majefty, intituled, 
An A£l for eftabJifliing certain regulations for the 
“ better management of the affairs of the Eaft India 
“ Company, as well in India as in Europe,” or in 
and by anyoth'T a£l or adls whatfoever, or in or by 
any law or ufage whatfoever, for the Governor (ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal, or either or any of them, 
colledlively or individually, or any other perfon what- 
foever in the fervice of the faid United Company, which 
doth or (hall in any manner exempt him or them, in 
the exercife of any powers or authorities whatfoever, 
from a ftridi and faithful obedience to the orders and 
direiflions which have been iflued to or for them, from 
the late or any other Court of Diredlors, or which 
(hall or may be iflued to or for them by the Commif- 
iioners named and appointed in and by an adt of this 
[ A ] feftxott ' 
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leiHon of Parliament, to manage and govern the af- 
fairs of the faid United Company, indead of the faid 
Court of Diredlors and General Court of Proprietory, 
of fuch other Commtffioners as (hall or may be lalt^- 
fully appointed for exercifing the powers given them 
in and by the faid Ad. 

And be it further declared and enaded. That all ' 
general or fpecial orders of the Court of Diredors of 
the faid United Company, for the regulation of the 
condud of the Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, or of any other Prefident and Council or of any 
other perfon or porfons, in any other ftation, office, 
employment, or capacity whatfoever, in the fervice of 
the faid United Company, (hall be, and are hereby 
declared to be, the' rules by which the perfons herein 
before deferibed (hall be governed and direded, until 
notice (hall be given by the faid Qommiffioners of any 
alteration, revocation, or repeal of them, or any of 
them* 

And whereas pretences have been ufed to evade the 
falutary regulations of the faid ad of the thirteenth 
year of his Majefty’s reign, relative to rules, ordi- 
nances, and regulations, as if the provifions contained 
in the (aid ad, relative thereto, were confined to cer- 
tain forts and fadoriei ; whereby a power fubjed^tO ' 
no controul has been excrcifed throughout the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa ; be it therefore declar- 
ed and enaded. That all rules, ordinances, and regu- 
lations, which by the faid ad it is made lawful for 
the Governor General and Council of Fort William 
to iiTue, for the good order and civil government of the 
faid fettlement, under certain refiridions and provi- 
lions in the faid ad contained, were not, nor are meant 
or intended to be confined only to fuch rules, ordi- 
nances', and regulations, as are made or ifTued for the 
Government of or relative to forts and fadories, or 
other fubordinate places, in the faid fettlement only j 
but (hall, and all fuch reftridions and provifions are 
hereby cxprefsly declared to extend, without any ex- 
f^ption or limitation whatfoever> to all rules, ordi- 

nances^ 



[ 3 J 

nsinces^ and regulations, made and ifTued by the fatd 
Governor General and Council of Fort William, in 
whatever place, or wherefoever, or over wbatfoever 
clafs or defcription of perfons, the fame are to operate* 

And be it further enadled by the authority afore* 
{aid, That any fuch rule, ordinance, or regulation, 
{hall not only be duly regiilered and publifhed in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, but/an account or ab- 
ilradl of the true effedl: and fubftance thereof, and of 
every claufe and provifion thereof, in the Perfian and 
Hindoftan languages, (hall be regiftered and publifii* 
ed, and affixed up in fome commodious and confpicu* 
ous place, in each and every provincial Court within 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifl'a, or within 
the territory to which it relates. 

And be it enaded by the authority aforcfaid, That 
no delegation whattoever of the powers of the Gover- 
nor General and Council of Bengal, or of any Pre{i- 
dent and Council of any other of the faid fettlements, 
{hall be made or given to the faid Governor General 
or Prcfident, or any other perfon or perfons whatfo- 
cver : and In cafe the faid Governor General, or any 
Member of the Council of Bengal, or any Prefident or 
Member of the Council of any other of-*the faid fettle- 
ments, or any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, ihall 
be employed in the execution of any fpecial commif- 
fion, the proc<^edings thereupon (hall not be finally 
approved and confirmed until a full report of the fame 
{hall be made to the faid Governor General and Coun- 
cil, or Prefident and Cooincil, refpedtively ; and the 
perfon or perfons fo employed (hall, upon the requi* 
fition of the Governor General or Prefident, or any 
Member of the faid Council, deliver into Council his 
documents or vouchers in fupport of any particular 
fat^ or fa£fs alledged by him to have happened in the 
execution of fuch commiffion, and in fupport of which 
documents or vouchers might have been had. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, 
That all correfpondence and communication whatfo* 
ever, of or by any lefidcnt, agent, or other perfon em- 
[AaJ ployed 
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ployed at the Court of any native Prince or State, 
or of or by any fuch native Prince or State, or any 
agent or minifter of fuch native Prince or State, or 
of or by any Chief and Council of any f^ory or 
fubordinate fettlement, or any of them, or of or by 
any collector of revenue, fhall be addrelTed to the 
Governor General and Council, or Prefident and 
Council, refpe6tively ; and all correfpondcnce and 
communication whatfoever of or by any fuch perfon 
or perfons, whether addrcllcd to the faid Governor 
General or his Secretary, or to any Member of the 
Council or his Secretary, (hall be laid before the 
Council, after the fame &a)! be received. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid. That 
the Governor General of Bengal, and Prefident of 
any other of the faid principal fettlements in India, 
may, by his own authority, adjourn or poftpone the 
confideration of any queftion whatfoever, in the re- 
fpedlive Councils in which they prefide, for the fpace 
of and no longer: Provided always, That 

fuch Governor General or Prefident (ball not have 
power to adjourn or poftpone the fame queftion more 
than 

And be it enatfted by the authority aforefaid, That 
neither the Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, nor Prefident and Council of any other of the 
laid United Company’s Prefidencies or* fettlements in 
India, lhall have power to cede to, or exchange with, 
any native Prince or Sjtate whatfoever, any territory, 
which was in the pofleflion of the faid United Com- 
pany, or of any of its dependent Princes or States, in 
or immediately before the year nor dhall 

make or accept any acquifition whatfoever, whereby 
the territory of the faid United Company (hall be 
Increafed or extended, without orders or diredions 
exprefsly for that purpofe, tranfmitted by the faid 
Com miilioners appointed in and by an ad of this pre-? 
fent fe^n of Parliament, for managing the aftaira o( 
tile faid Unit^tl Company, 
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And be it enaf^cd by the authority aforefald, That 
it (hall not be lawful for the faid Governor General 
and Council of Bengal to invade, or enter with any 
armed forces or in any hoflile or oflFenfive manner, 
into the territory of any native, independent Prince 
or State in India; except upon intelligence, the cre- 
dibility and importance of which (hall be allowed by a 
majority in Council, and fo declared to be, in minutes 
fubferibed by each Member compofing fuch majority, 
upon the records of the faid Council, that fuch Prince 
or State is about to attack and make war upon, or 
a6Iually making preparations to attack and make war 
upon the territories of the faid United Company, or 
of fome of the Princes or States dependent thereupon. 

And be it further ena£icd by the authority aforeiaid. 
That neither the faid Governor General and Council 
of Bengal, nor the Prefident and Council of any 
other of the faid Prefidencies or fettlements, lhall 
have power to make any ofFenfive alliance whatfoever, 
for the purpofe of dividing or fharing any country or 
territory whatfoever, between or with the faid United 
Compahy and any native Prince or State in India, 
without the exprefs orders and diredions, for that 
purpofe, of the Commiffioners aforefaid. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. 
That the faid Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, or anyPrefident and Council of any other of the faid 
Prefidencies or fetdements, fhall not make or enter 
into any treaty or agreement whatfoever, to hire out 
to any native Prince or State in India, any part of the 
Bricilh or native troops ferving in India under the or- 
^dersof the faid United Company; nor (hall make or 
enter into any new treaty or agreement whatfoever, to 
or for the keeping up of anybody of fuch troops in 
any of the countries or territories of any of the inde- 
pendent Princes or States in India. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid. 
That the faid Governor General and Council of Ben^ 
gal,, or any other of the Prefidents and Councils of 
Ihe faid Prefidencies or fettlements [n Indi^^ 

appoint 
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appoint to» or employ in any office^ plaee^ or Cation 
whatfoever, any perfbn whatroever, native or Britifiij 
who hath been or (hall be removed from any office* 
Cation^ or place whatfoever* for any mirdemeanor or 
other offence* without author!^ for that purpofe firft 
had and obtained from the faid Commiffioners. 

And be it further ena(51ed by the authority aforefaid* 
That it fhall not be lawful for the faid Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal* or any Prehdent and 
Council of any other of the faid Prtfidencies or fet- 
tlements in India* or any Colledlor of Revenue* or 
Chief or other Member of any provincial or fubor- 
dinate fettlement in India* to let or rent any farm of 
land* or other thing whatfoever* to any Banian* na- 
tive Steward, or other native fervant whatfoever, of 
any Governor General, Prefident or Member of any 
Council* Colledlor of Revenue* or of any officer in 
the army, or of any Judge in the Supreme Court, or 
of any civil fervant of the faid Unijted Company •, and 
all contra£ls and agreements made contrary to this 
a6l, wkh any fuch Banian* native Steward, or na- 
tive fervant* for the purpofe of letting or renting any 
farm of land, or of other thing whatfoever, (hall be 
deemed and taken to be for the account of the prin- 
cipal* or perfon in whofe fervice fuch Banian* native 
Steward* or native fervant is ; and fuch Banian, na- 
tive Steward* or native fervant* (hall account to the 
(aid United Company for the profits made by fuch 
farm of land or other thing ; which profits (hall and 
may be recovered from fuch principal, or perfon in 
whofe fervice fuch Banian, native Steward, or native 
fervant was* at the time when fuch contra^ or agree- 
ment was made or entered into. 

And be it further cnadcd by the authority aforefaid, 
That from and after , all monopolies, rights 

of pre-emption, or preferences* by any authority, or 
upon any pretence whatfoever, of any commodities or 
goods in any of the faid United Company’s fettle- 
ments in India*, ffiall be* and are hereby cleclared to 
be contrary to law, and void. 
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And be it further enafled by the authority afore/atd« 
That no debt or balance exceeding in 

coniequence of any advance to be made for the mak* 
jug of any manufa<5^ure, or for the purchafe of ma*- 
tertals, by any perfon making the fame, or to any 
hufbatximen or aftiial cultivator of land, for anv raw 
commodity, fhall be recoverable in apy Court, or by 
any adtion or fuit at law, or by any compulfory or 
other procefs or means whatfoever, after the fpace of 
from the time of making the faid 
advances : Ahd that it ihall not be lawful to imprifon 
in any common prifon, or in any private houfe or out^ 
houfc, any perfon whatfoever, for or by reafon of any 
fuch advances, within the faid fpace of 
or at any time afterwards. 

And whereas, ‘in and by the faid a<^ of the thirteenth 
year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, it is enaded, 
that every prefent, gift, gratuity, donation, or reward, 
accepted, taken, or received, contrary to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the faid adt, (hall be deemed and 
conftrued to have been received and taken to and for 
the foie ufe of the faid United Company : And where- 
as the faid provifion hath been attended with in- 
convenience, inafmuch as it has been pretended that 
the fcrvants of the Company have liberty to take and 
receive prefents, accounting to the faid United Com- 
pany for the fame : fie it therefore enadted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, 7'hat every fuch prefent, gift, gratu- 
ity, donation, or reward, accepted, taken, or receiv- 
ed, if the fame (hall not be corruptly given, to obtain 
any place, or other objedt, to which the perfon giving 
the fame (hall not be entitled, (hall be returned or re- 
^ delivered to the perfon giving the fame, or his repre- 
fentatives, according to the cuftom of the country; 
and fuch perfon, or his reprefentatives, (hall and may 
recover the fame by any fuit, adtion, or bill, or other 
mode of proceeding whatfoever in ufe in the place 
where fuch gift, gratuity, donation, or reward, (hail 
be accepted, taken, or received, brought at any time 
againft the perfon to wboiQ the (ame was given, or 



Jiis reprefcntativcs ; and if the fatne was corruptly 
given, to obtain. any place, or other obje6t, in or any 
way relating to the (aid United Compaiw’s ferviCc, 
then and in that cafe the perfon givingffnaU not be 
entitled to recover the fame, but the fame (hall be to 
and for the foie ufe of t.ie (aid United Company, as 
heretofore. 

And whereas it may happen, that neither the per- 
fon giving fuch prefent, gift, gratuity, donation, or 
reward, nor the faid United Company, may fue for 
the fame ; Be it therefore enafted, That in cafe the 
perfon giving the fame, or the faid United Company, 
(hall, not fue for the fame within months, 

then the fame (hall and may be fued for, and recover- 
ed, in manner aforefaid, oy any perfon or perfohs 
whatfoever, to and for his and their (ole ufe and benefit. 

And be it further enaiSfed by the authority aforefdd. 
That if any perfon, from and after 
fhall, contrary to the faid aft of the thirteenth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majefly, accept, receive, 
or take, direftly or indireftly, by hlmfelf, or any other 
perfon or perfons on his behalf, or for his ufe or befte- 
iit, of and from any of the Indian Princes or Powers, 
or their Minifters or Agents, or any of the natives of 
A(ia, any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward, 
pecuniary or otherways, upon any account, or ori any 
pretence whatfoever, or any promife or engagement 
for any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity, or- reward, 
and ihall be therefore legally convifted in the Supreme 
Court at Calcutta, or in the Mayor’s Court in any 
other of tl^ faid United Company’s fettlements, or in 
any Court of competent jurifdiftion to try fuch of- 
fence in this kingdom, fuch perfon Ihalf thereupon 

And whereas fome of the fervants of the faid United 
Company have raifed the rents paid by landholders to 
the faid United Company, and have farmed out the 
lands at new rents, by means of which praftices fe- 
veral ancient families have been difpoifeAed of lands 
long in their occupation, and have been reduced to 

indigence 
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i^io^nce and diftrcfs* For remedy whereof^ Be it 
ena5e4 and declared by the authority aforefaid, . and 
Lt 19 hereby enabled and declared, That all lands and 
tenements within the provinces of Bengal, Bah.ir^ and 
Oriil'a, or in any territories in which the receipt and 
management of the revenues is or (hall be under the 
immediate adminiilration of the faid United Company^ 
pr their fervants or agents, not in the adtual occupa- 
tion of the faid United Company, or by them leafed 
pr farmed out, in or immediately before the year 
&aU be deemed and taken to be the eftate and inherit- 
ance of the native lan><holders and families who then 
had and held the fame, unlefs difpofTefled by judgment 
of fome competent Court, for fome crime or mifdemea- 
nor, or non-payment of their rent, and (hall be from 
henceforward enjoyed by them, and their heirs and de- 
feendants, according to the cuftom of the country of 
or relating to the fame, or where the fame is had and 
held, without any moleftation, interruption, or difturb- 
ance whatfoever, of or by the faid United Company, 
their Governors, Council, Minilters, or fervants. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained (hall 
beconftrued to deprive the faid United Company of the 
renter tribute which (hall be due or payable to them 
from fuch native landholders, their families or defeend- 
ants, for or on acc6unt of any fuch land or to pre- 
vent the faid United Company from having or taking 
any means according to the laws and ufages of the faid 
countries, for recovering and obtaining payment of 
fuch rent or tribute. 

And, for quieting the minds of the faid native Princes, 
and preventing the corrupt pradices which may arife 
from arbitrary alterations of rent or tribute ; Be it 
enabled by the authority aforefaid. That the rent, tri- 
bute, fervice, or payment, paid or agreed to be paid by 
the faid native landholders, in the provinces and terri- 
tories aforefaid,* to the faid United Company, in or 
immediately before the year (hall remain and 

be, and be deemed and taketi to be, the fixed and per- 
manent rent, tribute, payment, or fervice, which 
[ B ] (ball 
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iba]] be psy8i>le to. th^ fkrd tfifkd Com^riy by kht 
hid native landhoMers, their fttm^liee, heirs, and de. 
kendints ; and that it ft a)) not bofawfui for the 6oi* 
Wrnor General and Ck>iiReil of Bengal, or the Govern 
tot and Conncih of any other princi^l fettlement, 
or the Chief and Council of afty (iihivrdtnate fettle-* 
aOent) or any other fcrvant or agent of the faid United 
Company, to alter foch rent, trftute^ fervice, or pay<^ 
rtient, upon any pretence whatfoever, or to exad from 
or imimft upon any fuch native landholder, bia farni^' 
ly, heirs^ or defeendants, any farther ot greater rent< 
tribute, fervice, or payment, or any Other charge than 
it herein provided. 

And' be it further cna<9:ed by the authority aforefaid, 
That it ftall and may be lawful for the Governor Ge* 
ncral and Council of Bengal to reftore, and they arO 
hereby authorized and required to reftore, to every native 
landholder, his heirs or defeendants, according to the 
ufage of the country, who (hall have been removed^ 
or difpofTcfled of his land cr territory, the actual poflef- 
fion thereof, upon the rent, tribute, fervice, or pay^* 
ment herein before provided, if fuch native landhdder 
(hall be willing or defirous to repoftefs his land or ter^ 
ritory ; fubje6t, nevertheiefs, to fuch farms or leafes 
thereof as (hail or may have been made before thO 

, and fhal! be Bill exiftftig; and tf fuchna*> 
tive landholder (hall have quitted, or been difpoflcfttd 
of his land or territory, for or upon condition of 
cciving any penfionor appointment in lieu thereof, and 
(ball prefer fuch penfion or appointment, the fame 
ihall, on no account, or Upon no pretence, he dif- 
continued, withheld, diminifted^ or taken away, but 
ihall be regularly paid to futh native landholder, his 
faniily, heirs or defeendants^ according as the land ot 
territory was held, and to the terms and ftipulations 
made with fuch native landholder. 

And be it further enabled hy the atithority afbre(ah!> 
That all native Princes and States in India, whtr» 
having the management of their own revenues, are 
engaged, by treaty, or otherwife, to furnifh or keep 
up^ ^ny body of troops fdr the defence or fervice of 

the 
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(h€^'faid}Uni'tcd‘CQinp9ny, or topa\[aj^y tribute ojclutn 
ofnapney in lieu thetfiof^ or to keep up or pay any bodj^ 
9( Englifh troops, or to pay any iribute or luip of mo- 
ney in lieu thereof, or who pay any tribute orfum 
money for the prote^ion of the faid United Company, 
are tinder the protection of his Majcfty, and (hall not 
bedifturbed or molefted. by any of th^ fervants of the 
faid United Company, in the enjoyment of their rights 
according to the laws and ufages of the country. 

And whereas forae of the fervants of the faid United 
Company have heretofore committed unwarrantable 
aCls in and relative to the territories and tevenues of 
the native Princes and States under the faid United 
Company’s pioteClion ; Be it further cnatted by the 
authority aforefaid, That all and every of the fervants 
of the faid United Company, civil and military, (hall 
be, and are hereby declared to be amenable to the faid 
Commiffioners appointed to manage the affairs of the 
faid United Company, and in and to all Courts of 
Juftice (both in India and in Great Britain j of com>* 
•petent jurifdiCtion: to try offences committed in India, 
for all aCis, injuries, wrongs, opprefTions, trefpaiTes, 
mifdemeanors, crimes, and offences whatfoever, by 
them or any of them done or committed in any of the 
lands or territories of fuch proteded native Princes or 
States, or agsinff their, perfons or properties, or the 
perfons or properties of any of their fubjeCts or people, 
whether the fame were committed under pretence of 
the order of any native proteCbed prince, or otherwife 
howfoever in the manner as if the fame had been done 
or committed within the territories diredly fubjeft to 
afld, under the Britifh Government in India, 

And be it further enaCted by the authority arofetaid, 
'^hat no civil or miliwry feryant in the faid TJnited 
Company's ferVicc, orperfonin thoferviceof hisMa- 
jefty, fhall, by himfclf, or any agent for him, take 
nppnjhiinrelf to, or farm, ,or be any way con- 
'oernod, ^ireCily or *** colle(9tion or farm- 

ing of any of the revenues of fuch proteded native 
Princes or States, 

[8 2 ] And 



C « ] 

And be it further ena£^ed by the authority aforerai<f, 
That, if any officer, civil or military, of the faid Unit- 
ed Couipany, (hail invade or itiake war upon, or ent^r 
with an armed force, in a hoftile or oflfenfive manner, 
any of the territories of the native Princes or States ini 
India, not under the protef^ion of his Majefty and thb 
faid United Company, without exprefs orders in writ- 
inn; from the Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, fuch perfon, upon conviction thereof, in the Sil- 
preme Court of Calcutta, or in any Mayor^s Court 
in any other of the faid principal fettlements, or in the 
Co-jrt of King’s Bench, or in any other Court which 
fhall have jurifdidton to try offences committed in 
In^ia, (hall be 

And be it further cnaCled by the authority aforefaid, 
That none of the faid proteCled native Princes or States 
fhall have any other native Prince or State dependent 
upon him or them, any farther or otherwife than as 
futh other native .Prince or State fhall have flood 
bound or engaged to fuch proteCled native Prince or 
State on or before the year for the payment of 

any fum or fums of money, rent or tribute, or for fi|r- 
nifhing or fupplying fome definite quota of troopSj 
which troops (hall not be required or called for with- 
out the orders of the Governor General and Council 
ofB -ngal, or Prcfident and^ Council of fome other 
principal fettlement. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. 
That the fucceffion of the faid proteded native Princes 
fhall be direded and difpofed of according to the laws 
of the country, or to fuch treaties as fhall have or con- 
tain any Itipulation concerning the fame \ and that 
fuch ^cceffion (hall .not be altered or difpofed of by 
will, Or in any other manner, ’ conlrary to the laws ot 
the country, and the faith of fuch treaties. ^ ^ 

And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, 
that fuch proteded native Princes Or States (hall not 
be permitted to rent, or take, or have any farm or lealb 
of any lands whatfoever, of or from the faid United 
Company. 

And 
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And be it further by the authority aforefaidy 
that no fuch protected native Prince ihall be permitted 
to refide. for more than in any of the faid 

pnited Company's fettlements,. unlefs, being expel!- 
fd from or driven out of his dominions, he mall take 
l-fifuge in the faid United Company’s territories. 

And be it enabled by the authority aforefaid, That 
from and after it fhall not be lawful for any 

fervant, civil or military, of the faid United Company, 
to have or be engaged in the borrowing or lending of 
any .money, or in any money iranfadtion whatfoever, 
or in the farming of anyhmds or revenues, or in the 
buying pr felling of any goods or commodities whatfo- 
cver, or in any other tranfadtion of commerce or buli- 
nefs whatfoever, with any fuch protedled or other na- 
tive Prince or State ; and all fuch tranfadlions, and all 
contradis and engagements of or relating to the fame, 
are hereby declared and any perfon or perfons 

guilty of any fuch offence, and thereof convidted isi 
the manner herein before laft mentioned, (hall be 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That it (hall not be lawful for the faid protedled na- 
tive Princes or States to remove or difpoirefs any Ze- 
mindar, or other native Prince, or landholder, nor to 
increafe his rent or tribute beyond that which was paid 
by fuch Zemindar or native Prince in the year 
nor to farm any land, at any higher or greater rpnt or 
tribute than the fame was farmed at or for in the faid 
year nor to refume any Jaghire granted at any 

time before the year 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That all Zemindars, and native Princes and States, 
whp have been difpoflelTed of their lands and ter- 
ritories by at any time fince * fhall be rc- 
ftored to the pofleffion and enjoyment of the fame. 

AOfl be it further enadied bv the authori^ aforefaid, 
That the Nabob of Arept, the Rajah of Tanjore, or 
any oilier protedted jiativp Prince in India, Ihall not 
aflign,* niorfgage, of pledge any territory, or land 
Wl^tfoevcri or the produce or revenue thereof, 
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f«b)e6^ ^hatfocvcr ; neither ihall it be lawful 
to or for any Briti(h Aibjedl wbatfbever to take or re* 
ceive any fuch affignment, mortgage, or pledge ; and 
the fame are hereby declared and a!) pavmenti 

or deliveries of produce or revenue, under any luch af«« 
fignment, ihall and may be recovered back by fuch 
native Prince paying or delivering the fame, from the 
perfon or perfons receiving the fame, or his or their 
reprefentatives* 

And be it enadled by the authority aforefaid, That 
it (hall not be lawful for any Britiih fubjeft whatfo- 
ever to have, receive, or take any payment of mon^, 
produce, revenue, goods, commodities, or effect 
whatfoever, of or from any fuch native protend 
prince, or any agent or fervant thereof, for or on ac- 
count of any debt now due, or claimed to be duCt 
from fuch proteded native Prince, except fuch debts 
as were confoltdated in the year and aU 

lowed by the Court of Diredors, and by them ordered 
to be recovered, without proof firft made, to the fa* 
tisfji^ion of the faid Commiifioners, or fuch perfon 
or perfons as they ihall appoint, that fuch debt was 
fairly and bona fide contra^ed for money lent, or goetb 
Ibid and delivered, or in fome open and avowed courfe 
of trade and commerce, and not as or for a reward for 
nny fervice done or pei formed, or intended to be done 
or performed, by any fuch Britiih fubjed^, to or for 
any iuch pro eded native Prince, or for any other 
matter forbidden or prohibited to be made or done 
by any law or lavirs now in force, or hereafter to be in 
force, or by any order or orders of the faid United 
'Company, or any order or orders to be made by the 
■faid CommiHioners appointed to manage the aBairs 
thereof \ and an entry, with the nature and p irticu- 
lars of the claim, and of the evidence in fupport thereof, 
Ihall be made in the journal of the faid Commifioners, 
lor rn the minutes of fuch perfon or perfons as thcjf 
ftafl for thofe purpofeS appoint, with the opinion of 
the faid Commiiiioners, or fuch perfon or perfonSf 
thereon, ^ j 
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And be it further enraged by tfae authority aforefaid^ 
That all difputes and difFefences whatfoever, now ac- 
taatlv fubtifling between the Nabob of Arcot and the 
Rajah of Tanjore, (hall be examined and confidered^ 
a^ foon as may be, by the faid Commiffioners appointed 
to manage the affairs of the faid United Company } 
tfho (hall, and they are hereby required, as foon at 
^ey (hall have fumciently examined and coniidered 
the fame, to fend and tranfmit fuch orders as (hall 
appear to them beft calculated for the quiet and final 
adjufiment and termination of fuch difputes and difr 
ferences, according to the principles of, and the terms 
and ffipulations contained in the treaty of one thou- 
(and feven hundred and fixty-two, between the faid 
Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, and to 
the orders and inftrir^ions of the Court of Diredors 
given to George Lord Pigot, late Governor of Fort 
St. George, and to the arrangements made relative to 
fuch difputes and differences by the faid George Lord 
Pigot. 

And be it further enaded, That the faid Commiffio- 
ners (hall, and they are hereby direded and required 
to fend and tranunit to the Governor- General and 
Council of Bengal, or the Preiident and Council of 
Fort Saint George, or to or by fuch other perfon or 
perfons as they (hall for that purpofe fpecially nominate 
and appoint, full and explicit orders and diredions* 
not only to fettle and terminate the faid differences and 
difputes, but alfo to take into confideration and exr 
amine the prefent (fate of the affairs, revenues, and 
debts of the faid Nabob of Arcot, and of the Rajah of 
Tanjore ; and to enquire into and afeertain the origin, 
n tur6, and amount, of all claims whatfoever on them 
by Britiih fubjeds $ and immediately to make a full 
report thereupon to the faid Commiffioneis ; and to 
adopt, propofe, or fugged fuch ways or means for the 
Irquidation and fettlemeht of fuch dc bts as (hall appear 
lobe Well founded and contraded bona fide (and not by 
any illicit dealing, or in confequence of any breach 
ir difobedience of th^ faid United Company’s oidcr^* 
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and for the payment and difcharge thereof, by f4ch 
inftallments, and at fuch times, and in fuch mjiniier, 
as Qiall be confiftent with juftice to the creditors ot' the 
faid Nabob and Rajah, and to the fervice of the faid 
United Company, and as fiiall occafion the, lead 
difficulty and inconvenience to the faid Nabob and 
Rajah j and, as fpeedily as may be, to make a full 
report of all their proceedings touching the laid mat- 
ters to the faid Commiffioners. 

And be it further cnadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That all Polygars, which ffiall or may have been dif- 
poflefled or driven out of their lands or territories at 
any time fince the year (liall be reCtored to 

the polleffion of the fame, and hold the fame ,at and for 
the fame, and no greater, rent or tribute as fuch Poly- 
gars paid, or were liable to pay, on or immediately 
before 

And whereas it is enaffed in and by the a(^\ of the 
thirteenth year of the reign of his prefent iMujelly, 
that the faid Governor-General and Council, or the 
major part of them, (hall have power of fuperintcnding 
and controlling the government and management of 
the Prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoulen, 
refpeiflively, fo far as that it fhall not be lawful for 
any Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or 
Bencoolen, for the time being, to make any orders 
for commencing hoftilities, or declaring or making 
war, againft any Indian princes or powers, or for 
negotiating or concluding any treaty of peace, or o- 
thcr treaty, with any fuch Indian princes or powers, 
without the confent and approbation of the faid Go- 
vernor-General and Council lirft had and obtained 
(except in the cafes of imminent necelfity, and of fpe- 
cial orders from the faid United Company), with power 
to the faid, Governor-General ai d Council to fufpend 
any Prefident and Council offend. ng in any of the cafes 
aforefaid : And whereas great difputes have at different 
times arifen refpe 61 ing the extent of the l^id con- 
trouling power given to the faid Governor- General 
and Council, to the embarr aliment and injury of the 
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faid United Company's fervicej For remedy whereof* 
Be it endued and declared, That the faid power given 
to the Governor- General and Council of Fort Wil- 
liam, of fuperintending and controuling the govern- 
ment and management of the Prefidencies of Madras, 
Bombay, and Bencoolen, refpedively, doth and fhail 
extend to all negociatio is and cafes whatfoever, 
which, though they fliall not in themfelves be the 
commencement, or orders for the commencement, of 
hoftilities, or the declaring or making war, againft 
any Indian princes or powers, fliall neverthelefs be of 
any unwarrantable nature or tendency againft fuch 
Indian princes or powers, or fliall be of a nature or 
tendency to create diflatisfadion and alarm among 
any of them, and confequently provoke to bring on 
and occafion hoftilities and war, without direcftly im- 
porting or leading to the fame : and in all fuch cafes, 
the faid (lovernor- General and Council fliall have all 
the powers of fufpending given them in and by the 
faid of the thirteenth year of the reign of his pre- 
fent Majefty j and fliall enter on their minutes of 
confultatiort at large the whole nature of the cafe in 
which, and the reafons for which they exercife the faid 
powers, and fliall tranfmit the fame by thefirft oppor- 
tunity to the faid Commiflioners appointed for the 
management of the affairs of the faid United Company; 
and if the cafe in which the faid fuperintending con- 
trouling and fufpending powers, or any of them, are 
cxercifcd, be fuch as creates a reafonable doubt whe- 
ther the faid powers apply to it, the Governments and 
Prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, are 
neverthelefs hereby required to fubmit and yield obe- 
dience to the a(fts of the faid Governor-General and 
Council, and to lay the cafe before the faid Commif- 
fioners, for their determination thereof, 

i^nd be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, 
That it fliall and may be lawful to and for the Govern-* 
ment and Prefidency of Bombay, whenever and as 
often as any war againft the faid United Company, 
their pofleftions or dependencies, (hall be actually com- 
[ C j mcnccd, 
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mcnccd, or the danger thereof is impending and im^ 
hmient, in the North-weft and Weftern coafts of 
Indi ), or in the territories adjoining thereto, and in 
the neigh bourhoocT thereof, or in any part of the ter- 
ritories of the ftates of the Marattas, to make and 
conclude any treaty or terms of peace, tfuce,^ or cefla- 
tion of arms, with any of fuch Indian princes or ftates 
ailually at war, or about to nuke war, or for ihe 
amity, afiiitancc. or j.Iiiance of any other Indian 
prince or date, the better to defend the pnin.flions of 
the faid United Comp-ny againft fuch war commen- 
ced or iji. pending : Provided always. That the faid 
CTOvernment and Pref.dcncy of Bombay do and 
fliall infert, or cauTe to be inferted, in all and every 
fuch treaty herein before mendoued, a claufe or pro- 
vilion that the fame (hall be null and void, unlefs it 
fhall be approved and latitied (within a certain reafon- 
able time therein to be named) by the Governor Ge- 
ner d and Council of Fort William ; and the faid Go- 
vernment and Prcllclcncy (hall, and they arc hereby 
required to enter on their minutes of confultation, at 
full length, theoccafion of and necefiity for fuch pro- 
ceedings, with the reafons upon which they have 
acled, and the documents or vouchers (if any there 
fhall be) for the fa6ls alledged ; and fliall tranfmit the 
fame from time to time, as they (hall arife or happen, 
and all propoHtions relative to the fame, as diey (hall 
be made, to the fa d Governor Gcnetaland Council 
of hort William, and to ihe faid CommiiTioners ap- 
pointed to manage the aftai s of the faid United Com- 
pany, refpcclively ; and fhall obey and follow, under 
the pain of furpenfion, ail fuch orders and diicdions 
thereupon as they fhall receive from the faid Go- 
vernor General of Fort William, until the fame fhall 
be altered orcorrtdted by the faid Commiftioners. 

And be it further cnaded by the authority forefaid, 
That the Government and Prefidenpy of Madras fliall 
have the like powers and authorities, under the fame 
lim tations and reftridlions, in cafe of war againft the. 
faid United Company, their poflcflions or dependencies, 
adualiy commenced, or the danger thereof impend- 

ing 
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iftg and Immrtienf, on the coaft of CoromandH, f r-m 
to on the coa'i of M i fa- 

bar, nr in the territories adjoining thereto, and in the 
neighbojirTiood thereof. 

And be it further en:j(3eil by the aothorily affucfiid. 
That no Governor Genera}, Governor, or IV.rjdcnt, 
Member of Counct?, or other Officer ciri! or p.ii!itary, 
in the fervice of the faid United Company in India, 
(vrhether fuch perfon fhdl in the execu- 

tiorr of Hk office in India, or ffjjlt be abfent thc-re- 
fjom in Greit Brftam, or in any other pfacej or any 
agent, in Great Britain or India, of any proic6bd nr 
other native Prince in }rjdiu> fh.d! be capable of be- 
ing a member..of“, or of Ktting or roctm' in the H ni/e 
pf Commons: I'hat every fucli perfon, 

acluai/y a nieoiberof the Houfc of Gjmmons at the 
time of paffing this ac^, fea?l and may fit and vote for 
and daring the remainder of the prelcnt Purliaraeiit, / 

And be it fviithcr cna<Bcd by the authority aGreGid, 
Tnat BO perltm having been in the civil or military 
jervice of the laid V.nitttf Comp.my, and vsfho hath 
jcfigned or quittfd-lWe* f>me, ibail be capable of being 
eletiksi into, or of fitting or voting in the Houfe of 
Cc-mmoas, at any lime within afrer he 

fhall have been TCturncdl to and refident in Great 
Britain, orwhilftany pr^Kecdiiigs in Parliament, or 
any other public prcfecution, fliall be depending 
agvunft him for any cfinies or cdTences ailed ged to have 
betrn comniitJcd by liim whilft he was in the faid 
icrvice : Provided always. That fuch proceedings or 
public profecution IhaB have been commenced before 
the expiration of the laid ipice of ^ af cr 

the return of foch perfon, and foall be IiimIIv de- 
termined within the^c^jaf -.after the com- 

mencemeivt thereof ; otncirwile the Gmc fhall not, 
operate to dlftble fuch perfon from being clecfed m- 
to, or from fitting or voting in the Houte or Cv^m- 
mon-s, unlefs the delay in fuch proceed logs,, or public 
profecution, (hall be at the requelt, or through the 
default of the paity profecuied. 

[Caj And 
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And be it further enabled, That all crimes and 
offences ^ainft this a£t may be profecuted in the 
Supreme Court at Calcutta, or in the Mayor’s Court 
in any other of the principal fettlements in India, or 
in the Court of King’s Bench, or any other Court in 
this kingdom, which fhall be eftablifhed for taking 
cognizance of crimes and offences committed in India; 
and all the powers and authorities given to the faid 
Court of King’s Bench, in and by the faid ad of the 
thirteenth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, 
and not herein otherwife provided for, are. hereby 
declared to be extended to all the Crimea and offences 
committed againft this ad : And in iBI cafes where 
the punifhment is not herein appointed, the Court in 
in which the convidion fliall t.^ke place, lhall appoint 
fuch fine or imprifonment, or both, as they fhall 
think proper, provided the fine lhall not exceed 
nor the imprifonment and may, in their 

diferetion, fuperadd the incapacity of ferving the faid 
United Company. 


EAST- 
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EAST-INDIA HOUSE, 

DECEMBER 5, 1783. 

H E CmmtiUi of Proprietors appointed hy the 
* Votes of the General Court of the 2id of Novem^ 
her^ 1782, and %\Jl of November^ 1783, to watch 
over the Rights of the Company^ and maintain their 
Privileges f deeming it their duty to rftft the idea^ fo 
indujirioufly propagated^ that the Cmpanfs want of 
ready money arifes from mifmanagemeni of the Company's 
affairs^ fuhmit to the public the following Extract from 
the Report of the Court of DireSiors to the General 
Courts by which it appears that Ioffes and difappointmentSy 
to a far greater amount than the fum wanted^ have 
arifen from the war in Europe, and other circum/lamesy 
in which the Company cannot be bkmeable* . 

Having thus ftated the Eftimates of the Compa- 
ny’s Receipts and Payments, by which it appears that 
a fum equal to that now poftponed by Government 
muft be pollponed or raifed, and that further time 
mull be taken upon the unaccepted Bills, your Court 

of 
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of Dirc£brs thtnk it proper to flate (bmeof tlfepriiw 
cipai caufes from whence this deficiencj has arlfcn* 

By the means herein before fet forth, the arrivals 
have been put fo much out of their cwrcl in ary cowrfe, 
that only thirteen fhip& arrived ut the feafon 1782^ 
and eleven in the feafbn 1783^ whilft forty-five are 
left to arrive in 1784, befide ten more which asrenovr 
abroad^ and will^ as it is fuppo{ed„ be kept in India 
fo as to arrive In 17 S5, at the fame time with moft 
of thofe now under difpatch from hei\ce* The Sales 
of which the Company is at the proper time deprivedv 
are not in any adequate degree made good by the b- 
creafbg amount of the enfumg ones ; and the amount 
of the Sales m general has been of late uncommonly 
curtailed by the prevalence of Smugglings- Duties 
have been laid on commodities imported by the Com- 
pany, efpecially on Tea, anaountbg to an ab&Iute 
prohibitioD, nnlefe the exelulive privilege of fupply-r 
ingthe confumption could be maintained inpidates 
and the IneEcacy of the laws and regulations fo^r that 
purpoCe agaiail Smuggling, do not, upon a modeiate 
computation, dimbiih the Sales fo little as a rnUtbii 
per annum, .which would be added to the Credit Me 
of the above Eftimatc, if Smuggling even Tea alone 
could be prevented. 


The extra demorage, occafioited by waiting fear 
convoys, amounts alone to more than all the polb- 
ponod demand of GovemmenC} and the high rate of 
’ freight 
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freight during the war, has very heavily loaded th« 
homeward-bound trade. 


** The war in India has for fomc years paft not ' 
onlyexhaufted the whole revenue in India, which 
ufed to fupply the invedment for Europe and China, 
and thereby occa/ioned the bills to be drawn which 
are now unaccepted, but has alfo been a heavy bur- 
then on the Company’s trade. 


The Company has fuftained Ioffes at Tea, occa** 
fioned by the war, amounting to upwards of 750,000?. 

The Company is reftrained by Parliament from 
making any ufe of its credit to relieve thefe tempo- 
rary diftfcffes, or from borrowing money, even of the 
members of its own body, or in any other quarter 
except Government* 

And finally, your Court of Dire6lors beg leave 
to obferve, that, under all thefe difad vantages, the 
favour wanted from Government amounts to no more 
than granting about fifteen months extra credit for 
the duties as they fall due, until the trade can be 
brought back into its regular channel ; and for the 
bill-holders to allow fuch time of payment as may 
enable the Company to convert into c^fh, for that 
purpofe, the goods, for the purchafe of which thofe 
bills were drawn. And it appears, that, unlefs fome 

uncommon 
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uncommon difafter, beyond what ia incident to peace*; 
able navigation^ befals the Company’s homeward- 
bound ihipSy they can never be without goods in 
their warehoufes in London (which are always, kept 
under the lock of Government), or value far fuperior 
to the whole amount at any time necelTary to be fo 
poftponed 5 whiift the return of peace opens an im- 
mediate profpedt of favings fr^ m the revenue in In- 
dia, fufficient to^ive a fpeedy relief to every diftrefs 
which the war has brought upon the Company.” 
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BILL 


For 

Vefting the Affairs of the Eaft India Com'^ 
pany in the Hands of certain Commif> 
fioners, for the Benefit of the Proprietors, 
and the Public. 

W HEREAS diTorders of an alarming nature and 
magnitude have long prevailed, and do Rill 
continue and increafe, in the management of the ter% 
ritorial poiTeilionS) the revenues, and the commerce^ 
of this kingdom in the EaR Indies; by means whereof 
the profperity of the natives hath been greatly dimi- 
niflied, and the valuable interefts of this nation in the 
faid territorial pofleflions, revenues, and commerce, 
have been materially impaired ; and would ptobabl/ 
fall into utter ruin, if an immediate and fitting re- 
medy were not provided : 

Be it therefore enaded by the King’s Moft Excellent 
Majeftv, by and with the advice and confent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
prefent Parliament aflemblcd, and by the authority of 
the fame, I’hat the government and management of the 
territorial poflelTions, revenues, and commerce, of the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the EaR Indies, by the Diredors and Proprietors of the 
[ D ] faid 
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faid Company^ or either of them ; and all and fingular 
the powers and authorities of the faid DirecStors and 
Proprietors, or of any fpecial, or general, or other 
Court thereof, in the ordering and managing the faid 
pofl'effions, revenues, and commerce; and all elec- 
tions of Directors of the faid United Company ; be 
and are hereby declared to be difcontinued, for and 
during the continuance of this A6f; any charter, 
ufagc, law, or ftatute, to the contrary notwithftanding. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid. 
That for the better governing, ordering, and manag- 
ing the faid territorial pofl'eflions, revenues, and com- 
merce, the right honourable William earl Fitzwilliam, 
the right honourable Frederick Montagu, the right 
honourable George Legge, commonly called lord vif- 
count Lewifham, the honourable George Auguftns 
North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Baronet, Sir Henry Fletcher, 
Baronet, and Robert Gregory, Efquire, fliall be, and 
they are hereby conftituted and appointed Dire<Siors of 
the faid United Company, and fhall be, and they 
are hereby conftituted Members of the faid Company ; 
and that the faid Direflors hereby appointed, or any 
1 hree of them, fhall have, ufe, poftefs, and exercife’, 
all and fingular the powers and authorities which have 
been, at any time heretofore, vefted in or lawfully 
exercifed by the faid Diredlors hereby difcontinued, or 
Proprietors, or by the general Court of Proprietors, 
of the faid United Company, and all fuch farther and 
other powers and authorities, and under fuch direc- 
tions, and fubjed to fuch limitations and reftric- 
tions, as in this A61, or in any other A6t, the pro- 
vifions whereof are not hereby altered or repealed, are 
contained, for the government and management of 
the faid territorial poffelTions, revenues, and com- 
merce, of the faid United Company, or in anywife 
relative thereto. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid. 
That the f id Diredlors hereby appointed fhall, and 
they are hereby authurized and impqwered, immedi^ 
ately from and after the commencement pf this Adi:, 

t9 
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td enter into and upon, and to pdtfe(s themfelves of 
all lands, tenements, houfes, warehpufes, and other 
buildings whatever, of or belonging to tne faid United 
Company ; and alfo to take into their cuftody and poll 
feffion all books, records, documents, chaiiers, acts', 
indruments, letters, and other papers whatfoever ; and 
alfo all fhips and veflels, goods, wares, merchandizes, 
money, Securities tor money, and all other efFeds 
whatfoever, of or belonging to the faid United Com- 
pany, in truft for, and for the benefit of the Proprie- 
tors thereof, and to have, hold, and pofllfs the fame, 
in like manner as they were held and poflefled by the. 
Directors hereby difeontinued, fubje£t to fuch charges, 
claims, and demands, as do or may affedl the fame ; 
which Direfiors fo difeobtinued, and all other of- 
ficers and fervants of the faid United Company, are 
hereby enjoined, immediately upon the requifition of 
the faid Diredors hereby appointed, fignified under 
their hands and feals, or the hands and feals of any 
Three of them, to deliver to them, or to fuch perfon 
or perfons as they lhall for that purpofe appoint, all 
foch lands, tenements, houfes, warenoufes, build- 
ings, books, records, docu.ments, charters, ads, in- 
ilruments, papers, ihips, velTels, goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, money, fecurities for money, and all 
other efFcds whatfoever. 

And, for the foie purpofe of ordering and managing 
the commerce of the faid United Company, under 
and fubjed to the orders and diredions of the faid 
Diredors hereby appointed, be it further enaded by^ 
the authority aforefaid, That Thomas Cheap, Efquire, 
George Cuming,’ Efquire, Richard Hall, Efquire, 
John Harrifon, Efauire, Jofeph Sharp, Efquire, John 
Michie, Efquire, John Smith, Efquire, George Ta-, 
tern, Efijuire, and James Moffat, Efquire, being Pro- 
prietors, each of them of 'Pwo Thoufand I^unds 
capital ftock ill the faid United Company, at leaft, 
(hall be Affiftant Diredors, For the purpofe laft ^forc- 
faid. ; and ‘{hall, from tinie to time, , without fequi’ 
fition,' artd alfo as often as -they {hall be thereunto 
[Da] required, 
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required* r^er ai| kctoi^t of their proceedings ta 
the faid DiVeSprs heriby appointed 5 and in all ihat^ 
te^s and things whatfoever, lhall purfue and follow 
fiich orders and dire^ions^ as they fliall from time 
td time receive from fuch Dirc^prs. t 

And be it further enabled, by the authority afore- 
(aid, That in cafe any vacancy or vacancies (hall 
happen tn the office of the faid Dire^ors hereby 
appointed, by death, refignation, removal, or other- 
wife, fuch vacancy or vacanciesT (hall be filled by his 
Majefty, under his (ign manual, within IVenty days 
after notice of fuch vacancy or vacancies (hall have 
been given to one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries 
of State. 

And be it further ena6ted, by the authority afore* 
faid, That in pafe anv vacancy or vacancies (hjiU 
happen in the office of the faid Affi(fant Diredors, 
by death, refignation, removal, or otherwife, fuch 
vacancy or vacancies (hall be filled bv the majority 
of the rroprietors of the faid United (Jompany, qua- 
lified in the manner required by an Ad of the 
Thirteenth year of his prefent Majeft^, intituled, 
** An Ad for eftabllfbing certain regulations, for the 

better management of* the affairs of the Eaft 
«< India- Company, as well in India as in Europe 
which Proprietors, at fuch eledion of any Affiffant 
Piredor, (hall npt vote by ballpt, or in any other 
covert or concealed manner, but in an open court, 
for that purpofe only fpecially fummohed ; and every 
fuch proprietor, in giving his or her vote, (hall fub- 
feribe hU or her name in a book to be prepared 
for that purpofe, under the name pf the perfpn for 
Virhpm he or (be (hall vote. 

And be it further enaded by the authority afore- 
faid, That, if Fiyeof the (aid Dirsdors hereby ap- 
pointed, who (hall be prefent at any meeting, (ball, 
^pon enquiry, and aftpr examination into the condud 
and behaviour of the (aid Affiftantpiredors, find that 
f^ny of them is guilty of negled or mifdemeanor in 
ibe e^eputipn pf his "faid or of wilful difobe- 

diepce 
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i|ny onier ^ror^eri of the Dir^oit 
h^y appointd, ^ey are i;ier^y autl)oriz<^ aii4^ 

3 oa^<sred .to remove ^d di^lace Atch Aidant Di- 
or 5 entering in their journsds, their rcafons, rc- 
fpc^iycjjy, for removing or difplacing fuch Affiftant 
Dire6ior, figned with their rcfpediive names. 

And he it further enaded by the authority afore- 
faid^ That the iaid William earl fitzwiliiam (hall 
be 9 during hia continuance as a Direiftor by virtue of 
this Ad, Chairman of the board of Diredor?, and 
the faid right honourable Frederick Montagu Deputy 
Chairtnan thereof i and if the faid Chairman (ball 
die, refign, or be removed from fuch office of Direc- 
tor, at any time during the continuance of ^his Ad, 
then and in that cafe the faid Deputy Chairman fhall 
fuocecid to the ofi|ce of Chairman of the faid board 
of Djiredors ; and if the faid Deputy Chairman, being 
become Chairman of the faid board of Diredors, 
fhali alfo die, refign, or be removed from the faid 
o%e of a Diredor, then and in that cafe, and alfo 
in every other cafe of a vacancy in the office of 
Chairman of the faid board of Djredors, the faid 
Diredors hereby appointed fhall choofe and eled one 
of themfelyes to fupply fuch vacancy ; and if a va- 
cancy, either by fuccefiion or otherwife, fhall at any 
tiine happen in the faid office of Deputy Chairman of 
the faid board of Diredors eflablifhed by this Ad, 
the faid Diredors hereby appointed fhall, in like 
manner, choofe and eled one of themfelves to fupply 
fuch vacancy. 

And be it further enaded by the authority afore- 
faid, That the faid Chairman of the faid board of 
Diredors, or, in his abfence, the faid Deputy Chair- 
i^an, fhall have power to call or fummon any extra- 
ordinary meeting of the faid Diredors hereby ap- 
pointed, at fuch time or times as he (ball think expe- 
dient; and may, at any meeting whatever of fuch 
Diredors, if he fhall think fit, propofe the bufinefs to 
lo confidered py fuch Diredors at fuch meeting ; 
gftd) in Cftfe of an equal dlvifton of voices oa any' 

queftion 
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qttcfffot! whit^vei* before the faM of Difectdirs^ 
ibalt bare the caftki^' voice; prei^ided always. That 
nothirig herein contaTbcd fhall* prevent the majority 
of Tuch Dirc£l:ors prefent at any medting, from ad- 
journing their meetings to fuch time or times al they 
ihall think proper. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. 
That it fhall not be lawful for the faiu Diredlors 
hereby appointed,' or any of them/ upon any queftion 
whatever, to vote by ballot, or in any other covert 
manner ; and that in any difference of opinion, ex- 
cept as to the eledrion to offices of perfons not having 
before been in the fervicc of the faid United Com-^ 
pany, the faid Direftors (as well thd majority as thofe 
who fhall diffent) Ihall each of therti enter, on the 
journals of the faid Dire 61 :ors, his reafbns for his vote, 
figned with his name, or his adherence to the reafons 
entered by any other Diredfor. 

And be it further enadied by the authority aforefaid. 
That no perfon furniihing thef faid United Company 
with (hipping, or with any article of their inveftment 
outwards, either from Great 'Britain/"^ or from fUch 
ports and places as the Company's (hips Have occafion 
to touch at in their way to India, or with anV naval or 
military (lores, or concerned in buying and (eJling any 
commodity of the faid United Company's importa- 
tion, (hall be capable of being a Direftor, or Affiftant 
Diredlor, for the execution of this Adi. 

And be it aifo rnadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That no perfon (hall be capable of being a Uiredlor, or 
Adiftant Diredlor, for the execution of this Adi, 
againft whom the charge of any corrupt pradlice, pe- 
culation, or oppreffion in India, doth or (hall appear 
in the records of the faid United Company within 
the fpace of Two Years before the time of his no- 
mination, or (hall be made upon oath before the faidc 
Diredlors hereby appointed within the fpace of Two 
Years before the time of his nomination, until fuCh 
Diredlors, or Three of them, (hall have examined 
into the fame, and (halt have feverally declared that- 
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hare exan^ned into the charge, atid^do ia 
their cenfeieace believe fuch perfoii not guilty of the 
iatd charge ( or that they do,, upoa the faid examiner 
tion, find the faid charge not of fufficient importance 
to exclude the faid per&n from the faid office of Di« 
jedlor, or Aififtant Diredor, as the cafe may be; 
and ^at they have entered upon their journals their 
reafons for fuch their opinion. 

And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. 
That no perfon who hath been, now is, or fhall here- 
after be, in the fervice of the faid United Company 
in India, ihall .be capable of being a Diredor, or 
iUfiftant Diredor, for the execution of this Ad, with- 
in the fpacc of Two Years from the time of his laft 
return from India. 


And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. 
That the faid Diredors hereby appointed mall, Once 
in every Six Months, lay before the Proprietors of 
the faid United Company, in a general Court to be 
for that purpofe alTembled, an exad date of the debts 
and credits of the faid United Company ; the hrll cofi: 
and charges of their inveftments, outward and in- 
ward ; with the fums of money in India, applicable 
to an inveftment, according to the lafi accounts re- 
ceived therefrom ; an account of the /hipping j aa 
account of the produce of the Tales ; and the iiate 
of the warehoufes at home and abroad. 

Ahd be it further enaded by the authority aforefiid. 
That the faid Diredors hereby appointed fiiall, within 
Twenty days after the commencement of every feffioit 
of Parliament, lay before the Lords Commiffioners of 
his Majefty’s Treafury (who are hereby authorized 
and required, without lofs of time, to lay the fame 
before both Houfes of Parliament) an account of the 
produce of the* territorial and other revenues of the 
laid United Company in India ; and alfo eftimates of 
the civil, military, and naval eftabliflimcnrs there ; to- 
gether with a ftate of the bond and other debts due 
from the faid United, Company in India, diftinguifh- 
ing what belongs to each of the principal prclideocies 
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and alfo ihfe ffeite of tlto tra^Ci iifd bjr die faid Dtitc- 
tors before die faU Aoprieton at theit then laft ge- 
neral Court. 

And be it forthor enaAed by the authority afore- 
Taid, That the (aid DireAora hereby appointed, or 
the major part of them, (hall have foil power and au- 
thority to remove, difplace, fufpend, appoint, confirm, 
or renore all and evciy perfon of perfons whatfoever, 
from or to any office, nation, or capacity whatfoever, 
civil or military, in the fervice of the faid United 
Company, or within the limits of the faid United 
Company’s charters, or any of them, or any way 
concerned in the management of their affairs within 
this kingdom, or in India, whether any fuch perfon or 
perfons (hall have been nominated or appointed in 
and by any Ad or Ads of Parliament, or howfoever 
otherwife nominated or appointed ; except as is here- 
in provided and efiabiifhed, as to the appointment 
and removal of fuch Diredors themfelves, and of the 
faid Affiftant Diredors* 

And, for the more fpee^ and effedual punifhment 
of ofiences committed in India, by perfons employed 
in the fervice of the faid Company, be it ena^d by 
the authority aforefald. That whenever any charge 
of corruption, peculation, oppreffiOn, extortion, re- 
ceipt of prefeiits, ufury, breach of orders, or other 
grievous offence, (hall be exhibited or made before 
the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or the 
Prefident and Council of any of the prefidencies or 
fettlements abroad of the (aid United Company, and 
trail fmitted from thence to the Court of Diredors 
hereby difeoncinued, or^tothe faid Diredors hereby 
appointed, againft any of the faid Governors, Prefi- 
dencs, or Members of the Council, of any of the 
faid prefidencies or fettlements of the faid United 
Company, or others, in any office, (lation, or em- 
ployment, civil or military, in the faid United Com- 
pany’s fervice ; or which (hall be exhibited- or made 
by any of the native Princes, dependent upon or un- 



<ier dbe' prote£lion of the faid United 
agaiffft any fuch perfon or perfons ; the fatd Directors 
hereby 'appointed, ihall, within twenty days after the 
fame {hall be received, enter intnan examination of 
fuch charge : and if, upon or in Confequence of 
fuch Examination, fuch Diroifilors thall not think 
proper either to recall or order a profecution againft 
fuch perfon fo charged, each and every fuch Direc- 
tor making fuch examination as aforefaid into fuch 
charge, fhali enter in writing, and fubferibe with his 
name, in the journals of fuch Diredors, his opinion 
on the validity and importance of fuch charge, with 
his fpecific reafons, on the particular cafe, for not re- 
calling the perfon fo charged, or for not ordering a 
profecution upon fuch charge. 

And be it further enaded by the authority afotefaid. 
That before any perfon or perfons whatfoever, who 
have been, are, or (hall hereafter be, in the fervice of 
the faid United Company, in any office, ftation, or 
employment whatfoever, civil or military, in any of 
the prefidencies orfettlements of the faid U nited^ Com- 
pany abroad j and who have been, or are, or fhall 
be, in Great - Britain after fuch fervice abroad; 
and againft whom any charge Ihall appear upon 
any part of the Company's records, or fhall 
have been made to the faid Court ot Directors 
hereby difeontinued, or General Court of Propri- 
etors, or fhall be made or exhibited to the faid Di- 
redors hereby appointed j fhall be permitted by the 
faid Diredors hereby appo.nted to return to any part 
of India, either in the fame or in any other office, fta- 
tion, or employment, in the fervice of the faid 
United Company : and alfo, before the faid Diredors 
hereby appointed fhall confirm the appointment, or 
fuflfer the departure from Great* Britain for India, of 
any perfon or perfons who may have been or mall be 
appointed to any office, ftation, or employment what- 
foever, in the fervice of the faid United Company,; 
and againft yfftoui any^f^ch charge fhall 
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fiiall have been made, or fhall be made, as afore- 
and alfo before the faid Dire^rs hereby ap- 
pointed^ fiiall themfelves appoint any perfottV having 
before been in the fervice of the faid United Com- 
pany, to any office, fiation, or employment whatfo- 
ever, in the faid United Company’s fervice, and 
againfi whom any fuch charge (hall appear, or fiiall 
have been made, or (hall be made as afdrefaid ; the 
faid Diredors hereby appointed fiiall, and they are 
hereby required, to make a full and particular exa- 
mination and enquiry into the conduct of every fuch 
perfon, relative to the faid fervice and the fubjeft 
matter of fuch charge; and fhall enter on their jour- 
nals their reafons for permitting any fuch perfon to 
return, or confirming the appointment, and permitting 
the departure, of any fuch perfon, dr for themfclvcs 
appointing any fuch perfon (as the cafe may bej, not- 
withfianding fuch charge. 

And be it further enabled by the authority afore- 
faid, That, in cafe of any difputes, differences, or 
controverfies whatfoever, which have arifen and arc 
depending, or which fhall or may hereafter arife, 
between the Governor • General and Council of 
Bengal ; or between any of the prefidcntS of any 
other of the fettlements of the faid United Company, 
and their refpedlive councils ; or between any of the 
fubordinate chiefs and their councils ; or between the 
government of one fettlement and the goverhment of 
any other fettlement ; or between any of the gover- 
nors or prefiding powers of any of the fubordinate 
fettlements ; the faid Diredors hereby appointed fhall, 
within Twenty days after the receipt of any official 
account of any fuch difpute, difference, or controverfy, 
enter upon an examination and enquiry into the 
fame; and ^alJ, within Three months thereafter, 
either come to a definitive decifion thereupon; or 
enter upon their journals their reafons, figned with 
their refpediivc names, for not coming to fuch defini- 
tive decifion. 

And 
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And ^ It further ena^ed by the authority afordfai J, 
That, if at any time the Governor General and Coun^ 
tll of Bengal, or the Prefident and Council of any of 
the principal or fubordinate fettlements, {hall require 
the diredlion or opinion of the faid Dire<^ors hereby 
appointed, on any mitter whatfoever for the govern- 
ment of fuch Governor General and Council, or Prefi- 
dent and Council, or for the fcttlement or accommo- 
dation of any matter in difpute, or likely to come into 
difpute, between or among them, or any of them ; 
the faid Dirediors (hall return an anfwer, opiipon, or 
dire^ion, to fuch requificion, within Three months 
after receiving the letter or letters containing the fame, 
or enter upon their journals their reafons figned, with 
their refpe£live*names, for not fending the fame within 
the time aforefaid. 

And be it enaded by the authority aforefaid, That, 
if at any time any complaint (hall be made of any 
breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or grievance, done 
or committed againft any native Prince in India, by 
any of the governments of the faid United Company’s 
fettlements, or any officer or other perfon, civil or mi- 
litary, in the fcrviceof the faid United Company j or 
if any fuch breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or grie- 
vance, (hall (without complaint being made thereof) 
appear upon any part of the correfpondence relating 
to the faid United Company’s affairs ; the faid Direc- 
tors hereby appointed (hall, as fpeedily as may be, 
inquire into fuch breach of treaty, injury, wrong, 
or grievance : and (hall begin their examination into 
the fame, by reading and coni'idering any treaties, 
agreements, or aifurances, fubfiiting between the faid 
United Company and fuch native Prince, or any way 
relative to him, if any fuch there (hall be, or any or- 
ders which may have been given by the Court of Di- 
re<ftors hereby difeontinued, or general Court of Pro- 
prietors, relating to fuch native Prince $ and the faid 
Dired^ors hereby appointed {hall do fall and complete 
juftice to fuch native Prince for fuch breach of treaty, 

[ £ 2 ] injury, 
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jnj^y, wrong, or grievance, and on cyesy TOt<rial 
article and head of charge (if there be more than one) 
fpecifecally, and not upon the whole of fuch charge in 
giofs. 

• And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That Three, and not lefs, of the faid Dire(Stor% fliall 
form a Board for executing this adt, or any of the*^ 
powers thereof, or any other powers vefted in or com- 
mitted to, or which fliall be veiled in or committed to, • 
fuch pirc(5lors ; and the major part of the faid Diredlors 
prefent fliall determine, except 'where the voices fliall 
be equally divided, aild then the Chairman, or, in his 
abfence, the Deputy Chairman, fliall have two voices, 
or the calling voice. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
'That all the correfpondcnce of the faid Diredlors 
hereby appointed, with all perfons whatfoever in the 
ierviceof the faid United Company, lhall be ligned by 
the Secretary of fuch Diredlors, by order of the 
board. 

And whereas, by virtue of the charter of the faid 
Company, and the regulations which have from time 
to time been made for the better government of the faid 
Company, it is required, that certain adls fliould bedone 
or confented to, and that certain accounts fliould be 
figned by a particular number of the Dire£lors hereby 
difeontinued j be it therefore enabled by the authority 
aforefaid, 7'hat in all cafes whatfoever, where any a6lj 
matter, or thing is diredled to be done or confented to, 
or any accounts or writing to be figncd by the Direc- 
tors hereby difeontinued, or to be done or confented 
to, or figned by any particular number of fuch Direc- 
tors, fuch a6l, matter, or thing fliall, from and after 
the commencement of this a(5l, be done or confented 
to, and fuch accounts or writing fliall be figned by 
Three of the Direi^lors hereby appointed. 

And be it further cna6led by the authority aforefaid, 
That the faid Direilors hereby appointed, and Afliflant 
piredofs, and each and every of them, during the 

cofl^ 
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continuance of this ihall be utterly incapable of 
faking, holding, or exercifing, any office, ftation, or 
employment whatfoever, in the fervice of the laid 
United Company; and fhall alfo be incapable of tak* 
jng, holding, or exercifing any other place of profit 
from the crown, during pleafure. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. 
That it fhall and may be lawful for his Majefty to re- 
move any of the faid Directors hereby appointed, or 
Affiftant Diredtors, upon an addrefs of either Houfe of 
Parliament. 

And whereas a doubt may arife, whether the place 
of Diredtor, when the fame fhall be held by any per- 
fon to be appointed by his Majefty in manner herein 
before provided, be not within the provifion of an act 
of the Sixth year of the reign Of Queen Anne, intitul- 
ed, “ An Adi: for the fecurity of her Majefty’s Perfon 
“ and Government, and of the fucceffion to the Crown 

of Great-Britaih in the Proteftant line,” although 
the faid place fhall have been created and eredled by 
authority of Parliament ; be it therefore enadled and 
declared by the authority aforefaid. That fuch office 
fhall not be deemed and taken to be within the intent 
and purvieu of the faid adt ; nor fhall any perfon accept- 
ing and holding the fame by an appointment from his 
Majefty under his royal fign manual, be thereby dif- 
qualified from being eledled, or fitting and voting as a 
member of the Houfe of Commons. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That there fhall be allowed and paid for, and to each 
of the Affiftant Diredtors, for fo long time as he fhall 
continue in the office, a clear yearly falary of five 
hundred pounds, payable by half-yearly payments ; and 
that the refpective payments of the faid falaries fhall be 
ftated and allowed in the account of the difburfements 
for the management of the affairs of the faid United 
£aft India Company. 

And be it further cnadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That this ad, and all the provifions herein contained, 

fhall 



tm ttte eiRCt {mS^^ 

1% th'(i a& ^yereceir^' h]^ |Ay^|K^ 
ailent, and Hull ^oatinnetutd.W in tdice for asd «U) 
ui^ the tj^ of fbur jreattt. 




OtCOND EDITION, with a POSTSCRIPT, 


THE 

EFFECTS 

TO fi£ EXPECTED FROM THE 

EAST INDIA BILL, 


CONSTITUTION 

O F 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

IF PASSED INTO A 

LAW. 

B y 

JVILLIAM PULTENEY, Esq, 


Printed for J. Stockdali, oppofite Burlington- 
Houfei FiccadiUy, 




N£W Pdbhcations printed for j! Stockdale 
oppofitc Burlington-House, Piccaoillt, 


T he constitutions of the fcvcral INDEPEN- 
DENT STATES of AMERICA ; the Declaration of 
Independence: and the Articles of Confederation between the 
faid StateSf To which arc now added* the Declaration of 
Rights ; the Non-Importaiion Agreemenr ; *nd the Petition of 
Congrefs to the King delivered by Mr. PENN. 


WITH AN 

APPENDIX, containing the Treaties between his Moft Chri- 
lliao Majeily and the United States of America; the Provi- 
fional Treaty with America; and (never before publiflicd) an 
Authentic Copy of the Treaty concluded between their High 
Mightineffes the States-General and the United States of 
America. The. whole arranged, with a Prefacp and Dbdi 
cation, by the Rev. WILLIAM JACKSON. Neatly printed 
in One Large Volume in Odavo (embellilhed with a beautiful 
engraved Likenefs of General Washington). Price 6s. in 
Boards. 


An ESSAY on the TRUE INTERESTS and RESOURCES 
of the Empire of the King of Great Britain and Ireland, 5rc. &c. 
6cc. By the Earl of Aldbcrough. Price 6d, 


GENERAL WASHINGTONS celebrated Circular LET* 
TER of RESIGNATION, addrelTed to his Excellency WIL- 
LIAM GREENE, Efq. Goveroorof the State of Rhode-Jiland. 
Price 6d. 

This Letter is defigned as an Appendix to the Pamphlet 
entitled AddrelTes and Recommendations of Congrefs to the 
United States of America,” as General Waihington particular- 
ly refers to that publication ; the Letter is therefore printed on 
the fame fize and type as the Pamphlet, as being mutually 
illudrative of each other. 

Juft publiftied, price zs. By Order of Congrefs^ 

ADDRESSES and RECOMMENDATIONS to the 
STATES, by the UNITED STATES in Congrefs affcmbled. 

Philadelphia, printed by C. Clay pole, and re-printed for 
J. Stockdale, oppofite Barlington-Hnufe, Piccadilly. 

&T GENERAL WASHINGTON mentions the preceding 
Pamphlet in terms of the higheft commendation. In his Letter 
of Refignaiion, there is the following paflage: *• As to the 
fecond article, which refpefts the performance of public juftice, 
B Congrefa 
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Congrefs have, in their late Addrefs to the United States, al- 
mod ex'nauded the fubjeA ; ihey have e^tplained their ideas fo 
fully, and have enforced the obligariors the States are under to 
render complete ju dice to all the public creditors, with fo much 
dignity and energy, that, in my opinion, no real friend to the 
Honour and Independence of America can hefnate a moment 
refpe^ling »he propriety of complying with the jull and honour- 
able mealures pr. pofed/’ 

See Wafhington’s late Letter, dated 8ih June, price 6d» 

A ftriking Likenefs of Gen. Waihington. Price 15s, 

Another at is. 

LETTERS on the AMERICAN WAR; addieflcd to the 
Right Worlhiplul the Mayor and Corporation, to the WorfliipT 
ful the Wardens and Corporiiion of the Trinity Houfe, and to 
the Worthy Burgefles of the Town of JCingilon upon Hull, 
By DAVID HARTLEY. Efq. Member of Parliament for the 
Town of Kingdon upon Hull. Eighth Edition, Price is. 6d. 

REFLECTIONS on the PRESENT STATE of EN, 
GLAND, and the INDEPENDENCE of AMERICA. 
By THO* DAY, Efq* Third Eoition, with Additions. 
Price 2S, 6d. 

FACTS and their CONSEQUENCES: fiibmitted to the 
Confideration of the Public at large; but more particular- 
ly to that of the Finance Minister, and thole who are, or 
mean to become, Creditors of the State, To which is added, a 
Podfeript, containing Thought#m the Alteration faid to be in- 
tended of the Land Tax. By JOHN Earl of STAIR. Fourth 
Edition, Price is. 

STATE of the PUBLIC DEBTS, and of the Annual Intcreft 
and Benefits paid for them ; as they will Band on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1 783 Likewife as they will Hand (if the War continues) 
on the jth of January, 1784. To which the Attention of the 
Public 18 humbly requeded, before they decide as to Peace or 
"War. Together with Tome Thoughts on the Extent to which 
the State may be benefited by Oeconomy ; and alfo Reflexions 
on the ConduX and Merit of the Parties contending for Power. 
By JOHN Earl of STAIR. Seventh Edition, Price is. 
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An ATTEMPT to balance the INCOME and EXPEN- 
DITURE of the STATE: With fome Reflexions on the 
Nature and Tendency of the late Political Strugj(lcs for 
Power. By JOHN Earl of STAIR. Second Edition. 
Price 18. 

An ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of the NETHERLANDS, 
on the prefent alarming and mofl dangerous Situation of tho 
REPUBLIC of HOLLAND ; ftiewing the true Motives of the 
'moft unpardonable Delays of the Executive Power in putting the 
Republic into a proper State cf Defence, and the Advantage* of 
an Alliance with Holland, France, ani America. By a Dutch* 
man. Tranflated from the Dutch Original. Price 2I. 6d. 

The LONDON KALENDAR, or COURT and CITY 
REGISTER, for 1784 ; including all the new Peers lately 
created ; new Members ; Alterations in all the different Dc* 
partments under Government, in Great-Bricain, Ireland, and 
America ; with a complete Lilt of the vSovereigns of Europe ; 
the Prefidents of the Congrefs, from 1774 ; Prelidcnis and Go- 
vernors of the American States ; and a Number of ocher new 
Lifts j not to be found in any other Publication. Containing 
complete Lifts of Britifti and Trilh Houfes of Pailiament ; Efta* 
blifhments of England, Scotland, Ireland, America, &c. correft 
Lifts of the Pcereifes, Baronets, Univerfities, Seminaries, Hofpi- 
tals, Charities, Governors, Public Offices 5 Army, Navy, Col- 
IcXors at the different Ports, &c. 

This London Kaicndar is upon a Plan much more extenfive 
and ufeful than any other Book of the Kind yet publifhed* 
Price 2s. 

**• Be careful to affor The London KALENDAR,^r/«/r<^ 
for J. Stockdale, Cs’c. vobkh may he hadbound in the three follovi*^ 
ing different IVdyu 

I. With Stockdale’s New Companion to the London Ka- 
lendar ; 

II. With the Arms of all the Peers of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland ; 

III. With Rider’s Sheet Almanack or Book Almanaek. 
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< StOCKDALfi*! nw COMPANION to the LONDON 
KAIENDAR, and COURT and CIFY REGISTER, for 
the Year 1784; being a Lift of all the CHANGES in ADMI- 
NISTRATION, froni the Acceflion of the prefent King, in 
Oaober 1760,10 the prefent Time. To which ti prefixed, a 
Lift of the late and prefent HOUSE of COMMONS, Ihewiog 
the Changes made in the Members of Parliament by the General 
Eleaion in September 1780, with the Names of the Candidatea 
where the EUaions were con tefted, the Numbers polled, and 
the Decifions fince made by the Seleft Committees. Alfo the 
Dates when each City and Borough firft fent Reprefen tatives to 
Parliament, the Right of Eleaion in each Place, and the fup- 

pofed Number of Voters. To which is added, a Complete 
INDEX of NAMES. Price is. vompieic 

Be careful to ajkfor SrocKDALE’iS New Companion, 
n^hich may be hadfeparate, or hound vjith the London Kalendar. 


An ADDRESS to the Committee of theCouNTY of York, 
©n the State of PUBLIC AFFAIRS. By DAVID HARTLEY, 
Eft* To which is added, The Addrefs of the Committee of 
AlTociation for the County of York, to the Eleaors of the Coun- 
ties, Cities, and Boroughs within the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
agreed upon at their Meetings held on the 3d and 4th of Ja- 
nuary, 1781, at York, Second Edition, Price is. 

The people’s BARRIER againft undue Influence and. 
Corruption ; or. The Commons’ Houfc of Parliament accord- 
ing to the Confticution ; in which the Objeaions to an Equal 
Reprefentation, and new Parliaments once in every Year at leaft, 
are anfwered j and a digelled Plan for the whule is fubmitted 
to the Public. By JOHN CARTWRIGHT. The Second 
Edition, Price 2S. 6d; 


GIVE US OUR RIGHTS I or, A Letter to the preftnt 
Elcftors of Middlcfex and the Metropolis ; Ihewing whu thofe 
Rights are ; and that, according to a juft and equal Rep.efenta- 
tion, Middlcfex and the Metropolis are entitled to nave Fifty 
Members in the Commons’ Houfe of Parliament ; Forty of 
whom are now placed there by decayed Cinque Ports and 
aJmoft unpeopled Boroughs, to the perpetual Nurture of Cor. 
ruption, and the Ruin of the Sraic. By JOHN CART- 
wRlGH']^ Efq. Major to the Nottinghamlhirc Regiment of 
^iliua. Price is. 
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LETTERS to the Depatiei of the AlTocItted ind Fetitionin^ 
Coonties, Cities* and Towns* on the Means neceifary to n Re- 
formation of Ftflianent. By Major JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
Price II. 

THOUGHTS on a REFORM in the Reprefentation of the 
People In the Commons’ Houfe of Parliament. AddreiRd to the 
Hon. WILLIAM PITT. Price is. 6d. 

The NATURE and EXTENT of SUPREME POWER, in 
a Letter to the Rev. David Williams, (Author of Letters oa 
Political Liberty) fliewing the ultimate end of Human Rower, 
and a free Government, under God ; and in which Mr. Locke’s 
Theory of Government is examined and explained, contraiy to 
the general conftruftion of that great Writer’s particular lend-' 
ments on the fupremacy of the People, By M. DAWES, Efq. 
Price XI. * 

A LETTER from Mr. DAWES to JOHN HORNE TOdKE, 
Efq. occafioned by a part of his Speech to tne Middlefex Free- 
holders, at Hackney, on the 29th of May, 1782. Price vs. 

AN ESSAY on CRIMES and PUNISHMENTS, with a 
View of and Commentary upon Beccaria, RoulTeau, Voltaire, 
Montefquieu, Fielding, and Blackdone. By M. Dawes, Efq* 
Price 5s. bound. 

SELECT CASES of theDiforder commonly termed PARA- 
LYSIS of the LOWER EXTREMITIES. To which is pre- 
fixed an extraordinary cafe of Catalepfy. By John Jebb, M. D; 
F. R, S. Second edition. Price is, 6d. 

SUBSTANCE of the CHARGE of MISMANAGEMENT 
in his Majedy’s Naval AlFairs in the Year 1781, compared 
with the Authentic Papers laid before the Houfe on Mr. Fox’s 
Motion, in the month of February, 17^2. To which is added* 
A Complete Lid of the Divifion. Price is. 

9BSERVATIONS on the MUTINY BILL ; with fome 
Striflures on Lord Bucking hamihire’s Adminiftration in Ireland. 
By HENRY GRATTAN, Efq. M. P. Second Edition. 
Price 11. 6d. 

CONSIDERATIONS fubmiteed to the People of Ireland* 
on their prefent Condition with regard to Trade and Condita- 
tion. In Anfwer to a Pamphlet lately publilhed; entitled* 
** Obfervationi on the Mutiny Bill, drc.” Price is. fid. 

; A Cons-; 



prihtei for J.^StocitBALE, 

A ‘Complice CoLtB^TioN of all the PROTESTS of the, 
in Parlumsnt/ entered, qf their Journals fines the/ 
Year 17744 on the great Queftions of the Caufe and ilTue 0/ 
the War between Great-Britain and America, to the prefenc 
Time. Price as. 6d. 

POLITICAL MEMOIRS ; or, a View of feme of the firft 
Operations of the War, after the French Notification, as they 
were regarded by Foreigners: In a Series cf Papers, with 
Notes and Refiedtions. To which is prefixed, An Introdudlion, 
containing Thoughts on an immediate Peace. Price as. 

‘ A LETTER to Sir ROBERT BERNARD, Bart. Chair- 
man of the Huntingdoiifliire Committee. By JOHN JEBB, 
M.D. F. R. S. The Second Edition. Price 6d. 

OBSERVATIONS on the Three Firft Volumes of the Hif- 
tory of ENGLISH POETRY. In a familiar Letter to the 
Author. Price as. 6d. 

DEFORMITIES of Dr. Samuel Johnson, feledled from 
his Works. Second Editon, Price is. 6d. 

A TREATISE on the Culture of the PINE-APPLE ; and 
the Management of the HOT-HOUSE; together with a De- 
feription of every Species of INSECT that infeft Hot-Houfe*s, 
with eft'edlual Methods of deftroying them. By Wm. Speechly, 
Gardener to the Duke of Portland. Price One Guinea. 

A LETTER to the EARL of SHELBURNE, on his 
SPEECH, July 10, 1782, refpeaing the ACKNOWLEDGE- 
MENT of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. By 1 HOMAS 
PAINE, M. A. of the Univerfity of Pennsilvania, and 
Author pf the Pamphlet entitled, ** COMMON SENSE,*’ &c, 
Pficejs. 

'A LETTER addreffed to the Abbe RAYNAL on the Affairs 
of North America. In which the Miftakes in the Abbe’s Ac- 
count of the Revolution of America are correfteii and cleared 
up. By THOMAS PAINE, M, A. 3d Edition, Price is. 6d, 

.Be careful to ajk for that printed for Stock dale. 

/jf THOUGHTS on the PEACE, and the probable Advan- 
fates thereof to the UNITED S PATES of AMERICA. By 
THOMAS, PAINE, M. A. Price «d. 
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.'A DIALOGUE on the ACTUAL STATE OF PAR- 
LIAMENT. Price IS. ' 

The Propriety of Retaining GIBRALTAR, impartially confi* 
riered. Price is. 

An EXAMINATION into the Principles, Condu6I, and De- 
ligns of the Earl of SHELBURNE ; taken from a late Speech. 
Second Edition. Price is. 6d. 

AUTHENTIC COPIES cf the PROVISIONAL and PRE**' 
LIMINARY ARTICLES of PEACE figncd between Gieat 
Britain, France, Spain, and the United States of America : 

CONTAINING, 

1. An Autherttir COPY of the PROVISIONAL ARTICLES 
figned at Pap is the 30th of November, 1782, by the 
COMMISSIONERS of HIS BRITANNICK MAJESTY 
and the COMMISSIONERS of the UNITED STATES 
of AMERICA. 

2. A TRANSLATION of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 
of PEACE between his BRITANNICK MAJESTY and 
the MOST CHRISTIAN KING, figned at Versailles, 
January 20, 17S3. 

3. A TRANSLATION of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 
of PEACE between his BRITANNICK MAJESTY and 
the MOST CA THOLIC KING, ligned at Versailles, 
January 20, 1733.. Price is. 

A LETTER on PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTA- 
TION, in which the Propriety of Triennial and Septennial 
Parliaments is oonfidered. Infcribed to J. Sinclair, Eiq.M. P. 
Second Edition, Price is, 

The CANDIDATE, a Farce, in Two Arts, as it was per- 
formed with univerfal applaufe at the Theatre Royal in the Hay- 
market. By Mr. JOHN DENT. Second Edition, Price is. 

Dedicated (by permiffion) to the Right Honourable Charles 
James Fox, the Farce of TOO CIVIL BY HALF ; as it is 
performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury -Lane, with univer- 
ial applaufe. By JOHN DENT. Price ts. 


The 



for JF. Stocxdals. 

..y' . 'A ^ 

Tkt RECEIFT TAX, a Ftroll^fn Two A6I9, m performed at 
Ae Theatre Royal in tke Haymarkle, with univerfal applaufe. 
Written ky the Author of Too Civil by Half, fcc. Price is. 

The TREATIES between his MOST CHRISTIAN MA.. 
TESTY and the Thirteen UNITED STATES of AMEi^ICA. 
jPnbliihed by Order of Congrefi. Price is. 

OBSERVATIONS and REFLECTIONS on an ACT, paff. 
ed in the Yiar 1774, for the Settlement of the Province of 
Quebec. Intended to have been then printed for the Ufe of 
the Electors of Great Britain, bur now Erii; publilhed. 
By a Countiy Gentleman. Price 6d. 

' A REPORT of the Proceedings of the Committee of AlTo- 
ciation,' appointed at the Adjourned General Meeting of the 
County of York, held on the 28th Day of March, 1780, pre- 
fented to the General Meeting of the County of York, held on 
the 19th Day of December, ijSz; with an ui/>pen 4 ix, containing 
the Circular Letter of November the ift, 1782, &e. Proceed- 
ings at the General Meeting of the County at York, on the 
i^th of December : Acount of the Debate, &c. at that Meet- 
ing, and Proceedings of the Committee of Aflbeiation, on the 
I7ch^r8th,20th,aud 21ft Days of December 1782. Price is. 6d. 
assize sermon rerpedting Reformatioo, preached 
ftict lu 

A DEFENCE of the ROCKINGHAM PARTY in their 
late Coalition with the Right Honourable Frederick Lord 
NORTH. Second Edition. Price is, 6d. 

This Day is puhlijhed^ 

Neatly printed in Three Volumes lamo, Price 79. 6d. Sewed, 
or 9s. Bound, 

the RING; 

A NOVEL.. 
tN A SERIES OF LETTERS, 
by A YOUNG LADY, 

Should dern Adveriity's rude ilorms aflail. 

Let not Jemima's hope nor fpirits fail ; 

In each fad hour of lorrow or didrefs, 
p Still let her not defpair of happinefs $ 

Still let her trud, the Donor ot this Ring 
May Riture years of peace and pleafurc bring. 

ited'for J. Btockoale, oppoEte Barlington^Houfey 
* Piccadilly. ! 









